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INTRODUCTION 



In presuming to ofl^r the following volumes 
to the notice of the public^ it is simply in*- 
tended to convey a proper idea of a conflict 
which» in all the combined contingencies and 
horrors of intestine coibinotion^ 1ms seldom 
been equalled, and never exceeded. The 
struggle is now over ; and it is gratifying to 
kniyw, that although it has been attended 
with terrible severity, and its object pur^ 
chased dearly, it has been crowned, so far 
as regards independence of Spain, with the 
most complete success. The torrents of pa- 
triotic blood which have stained the soil of 
Colombia have not been shed in vain ; li^ 
berty has reared its standaid triumphantly and 
lastingly on the shores of South^n America; 
and there is now little doubt, if the affairs 
of the various Republics be conducted 



VI INTROBUCTION. 

due zeal and fidelity, thaft theyinay' ukiiiria^ly 
enjoy tlie choicest blessings which peart*' artd 
freedom can bestpw. " "•' 

In taking upon himself thft attempt 6f 
giving a correct estimate of the 'nature df'^th^ 
war, the author aspires to no literarjr'tnfeWi. 
Cbnscioas of his deficiencies in' this i&iptik, 
he expects not praise, a«d will be conteht^if 
he escape i censure* 'He ^ii airare' 4ob ' thsJt 
there are many in Englaaid Wh6 afe^&r more 
competent to the i ladi: • he /has' ^nd^rtakett 
than himself, which ^coiiviclilm ha» delayed 
the . publication oft ins work a cxmsiderable 
period. As^ boweyw; no 'other parfieipat#ir 
in ;the contest has indicated an ititeiifion of 
the: kind, in. snbmfUtlpKg Ym^bvm restainifiM 
eentes^ and tlie Imsttks of his ^acttaarl es&^ 
rimu)e,.;liefiiastiiotfeiaMiD to faslievt^thai be 
t§itelli i preivent < mai)^e':<Mmpet6nt iitdividahlB 
fi»mMii?siinilar imdiBrtiikiirg. i - * 

i^ jffi» odbj^bt uhiis' * ib^ett ttc^ eonibiiiei wiitb y a 
ddtoripiHfMiiof ^be per86nfed/iadventunei,«wlii6li 
wib iamepiurable ^6m > t thdi servtioe be ^ wafe 
engaged fin^^ the vavioiis^: ifleident^ o^ 4ih6 
fie\i0liitionifop a specific p^tikMl ; ^1h«ji^arabi^ 
tetwtioftraite'iacnd^ dispositikMs ^ fiichi <tf Uhe 
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'cbieil afi became known to him^ and sotne 
inlbrnaiatioii' aa to Uie country which was the 
theatre of the scenes he portrays; and- to 
detail 4;he wl^^e' 'Witib perspicuity. Befyiind 
this he has not aimed : the nature of the 
dufy which die author had to 'perform de^ 
sitroiyed all ^opportunity of sdentific researdi. 
WiffFfi . down ^by iMurasmig marcdies^ 'long 
abpfioence^vand labotiring iNadertlw? baneful 
e^eejtajOf 90 viftfied « t^yoiate^ ^-sofoumer ih 
his ; . i)k0umstaiices * haidt iitdb iilclinati<Mi' '■ to 
Qccup]f the' very few -hdurs thait confld be 
aUotted to nest in the piimiittof knowledge. 
Hi^'ftttenlilOii was necessarily and forcibly 
direoted< to* the means of prolonging existence 
fipom hour to hour^ ai^ tibie dravi&gs of natare 
super&eded the desires <of intellect^! « - Add -to 
ak\ this the iili{A>ssilnlity of preserviilg joui^ 
nbla^or m^noiranda, which were^so Uoftble to 
be lost in different ways^ and it^ wili notiex^ 
cite wondw that the iafonnatibn he has^Ueen 
dti&et to give has not been ni4^e anpiet« 'Oii; 
thwe iiccasiojis during his stoy - hi^ wats de^ 
piii^^ of ev<^ article that he;p6sgKssad. 
The f tftsk «f aequiring such infbvmotiMi' fib 
Will delight tilie votaries of sciaiQCj; can only 



▼^1 if(v»oiB(i?em»fi . 

lie ^f«ctei| S»m ^^^t^ y/ho kavat'v^t&A iib» 
cpvuvby ail lei^ torbfi^t pe)V)d9, iMid wbtKi^ 
fffroci^ojts mppe -of ^ usi^tapre ^ allow itbem 
poi!e leisiwp and ti^pcstoafttif ifof iis$ 4f(H 

•T^B «pa many onreamstaiKsef' wlwslr hi 

coufitiy aad nuuaaens Af Hie. intt^biifeRiili^, 
■w^ieli i9i(y'i^i^»v« )i^efi!o1piSf)rTe4''lyf ^iv 
SOH^ wfeo hs^ye ropeiitly ^mn ^iptei M it 
jomst be iraipeoib^efl <^^ piyH)iifttip» b?^ 
ina4e co(nsi4^ral>)e progress «i^ce the i^fr- 
course of V^ifm^ wit|| ^^gla^cl li^ be^ 
*fif(beii4pd, 3ii4 ^^ jod^pei^npe reeeig^i«^. 
J<; Ji\^ fJ^ beew, ^ i^ t}»e case th^re 9« well 
9e, h&fe, that t^e ^' sK^ool^[i«^riis#)trQa4;" 
.^4 h^ing^ligl|it^in^ bje4ucaitioii, theiwm^ 

sif^ ai)4 mf«^ ff( ite »fttiv«? «»a^ hfive w- 

1^ mtini^ ^4e»voiu%|d, ^ pe^Mpent things 

^ tjiey wer^ while bf ^§# %pf^, £^4,^i« l»^ 
4ias dop;!^ ^ ^rr*c^y ^ii4 f^f^y m »osr 

l^y 4eiS(c?riptipn my ^i^t^m^.vihy^ ms^ 

.^rt^er ipdJi'fifliMilly vr;i!<^l^tive\y. , Qp the 
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contrary, in all his representations, both of 
persons and circumstances, he has endea- 
voured to convey his own honest convictions, 
without prejudice or partiality; and if in 
one or two particular instances he may differ 
in his estimate of conspicuous persons from 
notions more generally entertained, he yen* 
tares to hint, that the sequel is still to arrive, 
which alone can settle the question of com- 
parative coirectness. 

June By IMS. 
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&c. Sec. 



CHAPTER I. 

Reflections on the general Character of the Colombian Revolutionary 
War — ^War of Extermination under General Morillo— Contract 
of the Venezuelan Republic with Colonel English for the Forma* 
tion of a British Brigade — ^Author's Situation, and the Effect of 
the Levies for South America on his Intentions — Major Beamish's 
Battalion^ and Author^s Engagement to command the Vessel which 
conveyed it — Death of the Mt^or on the Voyage— Reception at 
the Idand of Margarita— Delivery of the Troops. 

Notwithstanding the great interest taken by the 
British public in the momentous struggles of the 
natives of South America for freedonl and inde*^ 
pendence^ little has hitherto been afforded of a 
nature to produce an adequate conception of the 
suffering and sacrifices with which they have been 
attended. This is partly owing tb the nature of 
all intestine conflicts for -mastery, in which the 
attention of every one concerned is too much 
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2 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

* 

engrossed by action^ and the excitement attendant 
^ upon it, to find leisure or temper for narrative 
and description. From the nature of things, there- 
fore, the latter are usually postponed to a period 
when those, who must necessarily supply the infor- 
mation, tkn AV)3iil thettilblves of thd fttbUlty af me- 
mory with due composure; and when a requisite 
store of facts for investigation and comparison 
can be selected by the parties whose province it is 
to arrange them. It is but just now that we are 
acquiring digested accounts of the genuine com- 
plexion of the war in the Spanish Peninsula, which 
formal memoirs, it il st^rt^ly necessary to say, 
have been materially benefited by the personal 
estperiedce of individually who have been more or 
' leas engfaged In iti-^The following narrative^ in a 
similar way, tsAplttn to the humble merit of fur- 
nbhing a few eharaoteristio traits and circumstances 
iUttstWktive (Bf the thirteen yeal»s of eventful war- 
fare and vicissitude which have terminated in the 
emancipation of Colombia from the Spanish yoke^ 
Ab connected with events which will provQ 'preg» 
nant in oonsequenees to myriads yet unborn, de« 
tails, calculated to advance a due acquaintance with 
the actors and incidents which have given a cha- 
racter to the foregoing arduous contest, would 
not be wholly unprofitable, even if destitute of the 
transition and variety wbiph more spontaneously 
secure attention* Tbis> however, is far from being 



the case with the revolutioiiig^y hosUlitiefi of Qo* 
lombifti In these victory and defl^at^ hope and de^ 
spair^ sUceeeded each oilier itt rapid altirtiatioa } 
ehd it frequently happened, that th6 utiprAotised 
t^ent and watit of experience of those at the h^ad 
of affairsy rendered finccrtS and dhlastef hi the 
field almost equally embaii*ai3sitlg« A smnbrtt 
intensity is also given to the contemplation df this 
war^ by the meliBincholy fhct, that it was for Some 
years one of mutual ejitermination* A Turldsh 
potieyi in all its horrt>re^ being fofdittUy adopted 
and proclaimed by the Spanish eomma&d6rs> wai 
unhappily forced Upott thd Yenetueliliii ih self* 
ddence. The best and demist blood of the inha- 
bitants^ in oohseqaenoe> flowed pf«^^sely d& tkll 
sides; their fairest towns and cities werO laid 
WaUte ; and one of the fifteil portioas of the gh\}e 
became a grievous theatre of rapifte^ devastation^ 
and roarder. It is scaf oely httardOttl tb tetiert> 
that there was never a period^ Ik asy ftgd 6r edUilf' 
tr}'>iti relation to which history has fOcordSd moi^ 
premeditated slaughter^ or greater eruelty Id thu 
application of tortures more dreadful than death 
itself. ;Fr(Mn the Spanish official returns abne^ it 
appears thai upwaMs of eighty thousand {»eN&tt6 
^^^E^ barbarously massacred by various modes of 
emectttioci) of the most pkiinfiil of which^ Morillo^ 
ia his despatches tO his own government^ Avowed 
himself the inventor The reoofids bi Ihe fnde-^ 

112 
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pendents make the number reach nearly two han- 
dred thousand { and with every allowance for mis- 
representation on both sides, the waste of human 
life was most enormous. Jt must also be recol- 
lected^ that this amount excludes the thousands 
who were put to death by the royal army as it 
marched through the country, when every town 
and village was destroyed, if any suspicions ex- 
isted of its attachment to the Independent cause. 
Men, women, and children were in this manner 
indiscriminately immolated, whose fate was usually 
referred to in the following brief and very fre- 
quent sentence in the Royalist despatches : 

*^ The pueblo (village) or town of , with 

idl its inhabitants, have disappeared from the face 
of the earth." * • %'• 

The returns here alluded to, exclusively relate 
to those . who were brought out from prisons, or 
chained together in rows, to meet their doom after 
every actibn which terminated in favour of the 
BpyaUsts. In one of the letters from Morillp to : 
King Ferdinand, which was interceptedyby Oaptain 
Cbitty , of the Colombian navy, (that unrelenting 
chieftain thus describes the measures which he 
^opted on entering the city of SantarFe**de- 
Bogota./ 

, (^^ Every person, of either sex, who was capable 
of reading and writing, was put to death. By thus 
cutting off all who were in any way educated, I 
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IN COLOMBIA. 5 

hoped to effectually arrest the spirit of revolu- 
tion/\ 

That such an extraordinary official document 
should be authentic might be fairly doubted, if the 
savage deeds, therein described, had not in reality 
been perpetrated, and left too many undeniable 
proofs of their commission. All persons in the 
cities of Santa-Fe and Garthagena, holding official 
situations in the provincial administration, who 
were attached to the insurgents, or who were dis- 
tinguished by talents or attainments, together with 
their wives and children, were thrown indiscrimi- 
nately into dungeons, until the appointed day of 
execution arrived, when in each place upwards of 
six hundred persons were either hanged or shot. 
On th^e barbarous occasions the husband was 
frequently put to death, in the sight of the wife, and 
the child in that of the parent, until all had suf- 
fered who were on the spot. It is a well known 
fact, that in the latter city ten or twelve females 
were spared, meriely owing to the extreme weari- 
ness of the executioners ; on which account alone 
they Were allowed one hour to leave the town, and 
one weiek to quit the country. Many of the gibbets, 
upon which the bodies were chained together in 
clusters of four or six on each, are still standing—^ 
significant memorials of the ferocity of these 
temporary conquerors. 

Such were the appalling features of a conffict. 
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the details of which can only be rendered befir- 
able by a conviction that the endurance has net 
proved in vain; but which^ as forming a portion 
of the history of a very eventful and remarkable 
era in the human progress^ merit correspopdent 
attention. At least, it is under this supposition 
that the following ^^ ReeoUections ^* have been 
composqd^ as already observed^ with a view to add 
to the variety of evidence supplied by personal 
experience and adventure, ta the mass of parti*' 
eutars, th^ arrangement of which must be the 
future task of the histori^n^ whose pen is seldom 
more instruotively employed than in recording the 
suooessful struggles for freedom of long oppressed 
and balefully misgoverned communities. 

^In the commencement of the summer d 1819, 
Oolonel English (so termed in the Colombian 
service, but who originally belonged to the British 
Gommissariat) came to England, having con* 
tracted with the republic <tf Venezuela for the r&is« 
ing of a brigade in Great Britieiin and Ireland, to 
assist in the eause of South American indepen« 
denc6. That gentleman bad previously engaged 
(18 supercargo to a vessel trading to the United 
States, where ke was about to settle, when the 
idea oeeurred to him of offisring bis services to the 
Congress qf Venezuela, The contract whieh foK 
lowed was extremely liberal in its provisions ; 
(tnd had the govemn^ent h^^a enabled to reap 
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the advantages which it had antieipated^ it would 
have been highly beneficial to all th9 pftHiai 
GQQcemed. 

JLi this period the war of extermination wai raf « 
ing with redoubled fury^ and the Goiigreaa> aa well 
m the people of Veneaoela^ began to despair of 
their ability to clear their country of its bleod^^ 
thirsty oppressors, unless favoured by foreign 
'assistance^ Such aid> in a direct and national 
manner^ they could not procure) and the long* 
cherished hope which had aniqaated them ^o so 
many ejcertions, and supported them under so 
mueh eaduranoe> was yielding to the adverse oir^ 
Qumstances which surrounded them/wben Gqlonel 
English made his proposal to foray a British legion 
from the numerous regimei^ts^ wbiah bo foresaw 
Wduld be disbanded on their return from thsi 
OQCupatioo of Franee* The feasibility of the 
aebeme being at onw perceived^ it was received 
with the utmes4 enthusiasim; and the colonel 
immadifteily received the necessary authorities^ 
sigiN^^ in the name of the Republic^ by the Pre*^ 
aidejiit Bolivar. The more informed part of the 
YenoEusilans foresaw the advantages which after* 
wards accrued to their country^ frtim the servicie 
of a body qf men of whose discipline, bravery, 
and fid^ity) in consequence of witnessing the sui^ 
prining feats achieved by the handful of troops 
taken put by Sir Gregor M^6regqr> they had been 
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led to form the most exalted notions. Moreover, 
they fondly looked up to Great Britain as a country, 
the natives of which were most inimical to the 
bigotry, priestcraft, and superstition they were 
now so anxious to overthrow. Liberty too bein^ 
their great object, to whom could they more 
properly apply than to those who enjoy it as a 
birthright and who have ever maintained it with 
their blood, to aid them in their last, and as since 
proved, their best effort, to consummate their 
highly valued independence ? 

To Colonel English, in the event of his suc- 
ceeding to raise the proposed number of men,' 
was guaranteed the rank of general of division, 
with a provision for himself and family for life ; 
while every encouragement was offered to the 
soldiery who would volunteer in the noble and 
inspiring cause, i Thus empowered, a few weeks'r 
residence in England enabled the colonel to raise! 
a brigade of 2000 men, consisting of cavalry, iff- 
fciHtry, and artillery, selected from the regiments \ 
reduced > by the British government (amounting 
to: nearly 40,000 soldiers); and a finer body of 
troops, for its number, was • perhaps never seen. 
Colonel ISnglish was, however, destitute of the^ 
means required to finish the contract ; and found , 
himself obliged to dispose of it to]iMr. Herring,|a 
highly respectable merchant of London, who had 
no reason to regret the purchase. This gentle-F. 
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'man executed it with a degree of spirit and 
liberality which reflects the greatest credit on 
jhim. The clothing, and appointments were ex- 
! actly in the British style, and exceediilgly well 
i supplied ; and twelve ships were fitted out and 
j stored abundantly with provisions, and all things 
necessary for the prosperous conveyance of the 
brigade to the island of Margarita, which had 
been a ppointed the depdt) 

'Having been paid oflF at the conclui^ion of the 
late war, I had been in England nearly sixteen 
months, when this expedition was first made a 
subject of conversation through the medium^ of 
j the newspapers, t had found a life of indolence, 
although varied by the multifarious pleasures of 
'jthe metropolis, ill suited to one who, for the nine 
previous years, had been accustomed to the un- 
ceasing bustle of active service. I had besides 
an unconquerable passion for my profession, the 
rough scenes and continued changes in which 
accorded with my disposition. I felt miserable 
when I saw that I was most likely doconed to 
prolong the life of inactivity I was then leading; 
and thai there was no probability of my heiog. 
again employed under the glorious flag of England«^ 
Nothing, therefore, was more calculated to delight 
me than the prospect that my services would hb 
acceptable in the reputable cause of Venezuela. 
I at once made up my mind, and eagerly com* 



10 RECOLLECTIONS Qt A 6BRVICE 

menced preparations for the trip; dnd in totd 
opposition to the wishes of friends/ and in spite of 
their entreaties^ commands^ or thrM^te, determined 
at all hazards to persevere^/ 

It was my intention to wait for the expedition, 
and to proceed in one of the vessels to Margarita^ 
to solicit a rank in the Venezuelan navy from the 
authorities there. It happened^ however^ that a 
gentleman who was related to my famil^hy mar-^ 
riage^ named Beamish, and who had held the rank' 
of major in the British army, resolved, at bis own 
expense, to raise a small battalion in Ireland (to 
form a portion of an Irish legion then in eon* 
templation, but soon afterwards giveai up), (and; 
to purchase a vessel to carry them out. The eom*] 
mand of this vessel 1 urgently solicitedji and ob^ 
tained it, although not without some apprehen^t 
aions, as I was deemed too young for the charge- 
Major Beamish then purchased a skip of 280 tons 
burthen, in London, ^in which we immediately 
proceeded to the Gove of Gork, where I waited 
far the bmh. Id less tlian a month three hondif ed 
tTQi^ were raised and shipped^ for nhom olathoa 
twA acGOutrmnenk were purchased at a goyi^m*- 
ment aale of militia stotes. The officers wfifo; 
ehiefiy private friends of the major, all of whom> 
nHth the exception of two, had seen serviee ; apd 
the whole formed a part of the force which mk» 
sequen^ly performed so. maqy gallant aotiona under 
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ihe brave Colonels Rooke and Maekintosb^ in the 
% ooii0U6st of Nevjr Grenada/ 

(We 8ailed)on the 17th of ;july, 1818, from the 
/Cove of Cork, amidst the reiterated acclamatioBS 
of the friends of the troops, who had assembled 
iwith the popolaee to take a last farewell. Both 
lefficefs and men were in the highest spirits) and 
as for myself, I was ihr from being the least elated. 
The 0rst ten days of our passage were ple^san^/ 
and agreeable, althongh not exactly favourable for 
our eourse ; but thd uniform cheerfulness and ajB^« 
bility of our ohief rendered us all, as if by general 
emusent, happy. While thus proceeding, and 
looking forward to the time when we should be 
engage4 in the cause of freedom with the liveliest 
satisfaction, and the most sanguine expectations of 
iueeeas, an event ooourred which suddenly threw 
a gloaoi over the whole of us. /Mayor} Beamish, 
who in a short time had so mueh endeared himself 
to all parties by his kindbess and urbanity, ^^was 
valkhig on deck on the roortiing of the seeonad 
Shsadbiy after ouv departure, convemiiig ia his 
usual pleasant manner, when I observed favnto 
reel siiddenly as if giddy. 1 immediately requesled 
him to take niy arm, an4 walk below. He eQm« 
plied ; but just as we reached the companion he 
i(gatn staggered, exclaimed, ^^ Ood bless yoaj I 
am dying 1*^ and ibll df ad instantlyv Every eff^ 
which the skill ef the sargeon i^m) hm assistfmt 
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could suggest was resorted to^ in order to restore 
animation^ but all proved fruitless ; the last spark 
of life was extinct by the sudden and fatal attack 
, of apoplexy^ 

I should bave been much grieved at the loss of 
so worthy a man at any time ; but under such cir- 
cumstances it was truly great and perplexing^ as 
th€(^whoie weight and responsibility of the under- 
taking fell upon me.^ To add to the difficulty and 
painfulness of my situation^ the greatest conster- 
nation prevailed among the soldiers^ who were 
much attached to their leader^ and who^ with the 
two officers who had never served, made a formal 
request that the ship might forthwith proceed to 
a port in England or Ireland. Such a step as this 
was neither agreeable to the known wishes of my 
deceased friend, nor consistent with the interests 
of his family, who would have a claim upon the 
Republic, if the ship and troops arrived at their 
destination ; whereas all the expense incurred by 
him would have been forfeited, had I listened to 
this unreasonable proposal. Neither^ on the other 
hand^ was it suited to my own inclinations, or 
those of the senior officers of the battalion, who 
experienced the most poignant regret at the 
melancholy decease of their commander ; but who 
coincided with me, that it would be decidedly 
improper to return. In conjunction therefore with 
Captain Mardyn, on whom as senior officer the 
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command of the troops devolved, I remonstrated 
with the discontented, and finally refused to ac- 
cede* to their wishes. Symptoms of mutiny then 
began to manifest themselves ; but as I had ex- 
pectecl something of the kind from information 
conveyed to Captain Mardyn by his servant, and 
had ts^en precautionary measures to guard against 
any serious results, they had little effect upon 
me or my brother officers. I had secured the 
small . arms and ammunition ; the seamen I knew 
I could rely on, four of whom had sailed with 
me before on his Majesty's service; and these, 
witii the oflBcers and their servants, well armed, 
formed a force capable of doing serious mischief 
against the mutinous party, although far less 
numerous. 

Thus resolved, I deemed it necessary to summon 
the officers of the battalion to a council in my cabin, 
and had the satisfaction to find, that, with the 
exception of Ihe.two before mentioned, they were 
determined not to yield to any threats ; and that 
they wodd afford me every assistance in their 
power to quell the mutiny. The two young offi<5ers 
inveighed loudly against forcing men to repair to 
a foreign land, to fight for people whom they 
never saw; on which Captain Mardyn naturally 
enough desired to know, why Ihey had volun- 
teered to do so ? and reminded Ihem, that no force 
had been used in the first instance ; but that the 
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fret of entering the VeneEuelan serVide Iiad beeo 
entirely their own. They made no distinct reply 
to these forcible queries^ but left the eabioA 

Soon after this meetings 1 went on deck> aocom-» . 
panied by four or five bf the officerfe> when a gene-*/ 
ral rbnh took place> in order to force us over- 
board ; but BB we were provided with side artas> 
of which tiie mutineers were destitutej and others; 
doming to our assistance^ the fbremost of the mal« 
contents had muth the worst of it. Their ardour < 
seemed a little cooled by this reception^ and aj 
parley was mutually agreed upohV^ My antagoobta 
Were^ as before^ very violent^ Mid still demanded 
Our immediate return to Ireland^ pressing me fot 
an answer On the spot, which I purposely avoided 
giving as long as possible^ wishing to gain time to 
prepare against a desperate attempt^ which I had 
real^on to expect they would make to gain posseS<» 
sion of the ship, I observed that they were arm- 
ing themselves With handbpikes^ sparSj and every 
other means of an offensive nattire within their 
compass^ and consequently felt tuisured of att 
attack the very first Opportunity. 

We had eight twelve^pounderi on boards but 
they had not yet been brought from the hold> and 
I wished to have two of them placed on the quar-^ 
ter-deck^ nio anted on their carriages^ and loaded^ 
with a view to intimidate the mtttitteers> and bring 
them> if possible^ to terms> without risking the 



6fittsi6ti of blood that must have uttavoidably fol- 
lowed B peroonal coiiflicti A party of the Beamea 
Were thus eniployed^ while the ring-leaders were 
pressing tne for a de^nitive answer, which I at 
letigth ^aye them^ at the represented request of 
Obptiun Mardyti^ in the following terfns i-^^rThose 
who meanly wish it desert th^ cause for whieh 
they eame on board with their own consent^ tttay 
have the bbats> with provisions, and find their 
way biEtck as they cin ) but the ship^ and all who 
rtitaiain in her# »h(ill prodded to iheit* original 
dtatinatidn*'' 

A eonsultation eusued atnong them bn tills an*- 
nodnoement, iti #h)eh thei^^ appeared to be muok 
opposition. The most violent were for destroying 
all who wi^re averse to tileir reMirn ; others mur^ 
mufttd a little 1 but thd gireater pai*t seemed 
touched with the rebuke^ and evidently wished to 
make reparation for their pa9t misconducts Hdw^ 
ever, as the mdst influned of the party were ob^- 
viously preparing for another atteioki by a preooti'- 
earl^d signal I bad a hdndred muslkets loaded 
and with fisuod baydnets brdught on deeki ib uiie 
as oceasion might re(}uirei AttbeAight of this 
formidable preparation the most daridg ieemed 
appalled, and inelined to listen to the solicitations 
of the more peaeeabloi who were actively engaged 
in persuading their eompaaions to countenance 
the voyage. 
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It now occurred to me that this disturbance 
must have originated with some evil-disposed per- 
son, who had excited the spirit. of discord, and 
urged on the men to open violence, whfle he him- 
self kept in the back-ground. Judging from the 
inquiring looks cast by the most active of the 
party to one of the young officers whom I have 
before mentioned, and the averted and embar- 
rassed expression of countenance of the latter, 
my suspicions immediately fell upon him. I com- 
municated my thoughts to Captain Mard3m, who 
however did not agree with me, but rather attri- 
buted the behaviour of the men to the consterna- 
tion produced by the death of their commander, 
and uncertainty as to their ultimate destination, 
and expressed a hope that all would subside in a 
few days if they could for the present be pacified. 
My opinion nevertheless remained unchanged, and 
I determined to go forward among them, and en- 
deavour to ascertain the truth. From this step 
Captain Mardyn and the other officers earnestly 
endeavoured to persuade me, apprehending that I 
should be thrown overboard ; but I had more con- 
fidence in them ; (I knew that Irishmen, although 
easily heated, are as easily cooled j alid imagined, 
that as the majority of them were really inclined 
to return to their duty, if the tide were taken at its 
turn, the result would be favourable. I accordingly 
went forward, first throwing my sword and pistols 
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on the deck^ and asked them directly if my sus-' 
picions were correct. The poor fellows were 
taken by surprise, and several of them answered 
in the affirmative, and, agreeably to my expecta- 
tions, pointed out Mr. Jenkins, the officer whom I 
had suspected, as the person who had misled 
them. 

This fellow, who had received many obligations 
from the liberal hand of poor Major Beamish> if 
the information subsequently given me was cor- 
rect, even before the death of that officer had en- 
deavoured to persuade the men to aid him in an 
attempt to seize the ship, and destroy all who 
were opposed to him, in order that he might take 
the troops to Margarita, and represent the expe- 
dition as one of his own forming. In this act of 
atrocity they at once steadily refused to join, but 
when, upon the major's demise^ he told them that 
I and Captain Mardyn had poisoned him, and that 
we intended to take them to the West Indies and 
dispose of them for slaves, they became much 
alarmed, and ignorant and credulous as they were, 
it was no wonder they should be anxious to see 
the shores of old Ireland again. 

As soon as Jenkins found himself detected; he 
threw off all disguise, and commenced a loi^ 
harangue to the men, but they now refused to 
listen to it Rendered desperate by this neglect, 
he then seized a handspike, and levelled a blow 
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fit my head ttrtfh ii> which I aVbided^ aiid seititig/ 
him by the throaty I asked him if he wotild remaih[ 
quiet during the retdcdtider df the Voyage. He] 
promised most solemnly iii the affifmative; but Ij 
had no sooner let go my hold^ than he once more ; 
flew to thii hahdspike^ and again tried to strike i 
me^ but missing his aim^ he attempted to knock ^ 
down Oaptai^ Mardyn. I now perceived that no- 
thing nhori of violent measures would produce any 
effect on siuch a charactdr^ and resolve^ at once 
to apply them. Hid was but a weak young man, 
about fivfe feet five idches iu height^ and of slender 
fomation^ so that I found no difficulty iti disarm-, 
iiig hiitt> which was but the work of a moment^ 
although in the short scuMe he bit my arm Se- 
verely. 1 hdd not the slightest wish to hurt himj 
bui;wa« distdliBfiiiied to cdiivince him thai I would 
no lougdlr be trifled with, of have my lifte endan- 
g'ered} I theMfot^e ordered tWo of* the seamen to 
^ass a rope round hii^ waist, and to thi'ow him 
overboard^ leaving hiiii to paddle some miuutes^ 
in the waifer in a state of uncertainty^ Thiis expe- « 
dient proved coticlusive j on being hoisted on 
board again he was pale attd ill from fright, and 
did not recover duting his stay with us sufficiently 
to leave his eabin^ and consequcintly he never 
aftehraf ds gave me any ti*ouble) 

The men were now f estbred tb ease and ti^an- 
quillity, and although greatly daitiped by our in- 
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auspicious outset^ mirth and Ililiii4t)r begftti 0ti6« 
more to prevail. No farther oceutrenc^ Worthy 
of observation took place during the Vdjrage^ 
which was termkiated^by our atrivAl at the Isladd 
4 of Margarita)on the 29th of AiiguSi> ISIS^ aftelr 
a passage df forty-three days. 

On landing I proceeded to th^ GoveirimieQt 
House, to make known the object l^f iny visits and 
there found the Generals Aristnendeas and tJrde-« 
netta making all the prepatd^tidnsf their limited 
means would allow for the reception of the first 
division of the British legion, Which Was expected 
in a few weeks^ according to advices received 
from (ieneral English. These officers Were equally 
surprised and delighted at the supply afibrded by 
Major Beamish^ more particularly as he had never 
intimated such an intention to any member of the ' 
Venezuelan government^ nor had he tnade any 
stipulation for such a service. General Arismendez 
declared thai so implicit a confidence manifested 
in the liberality of the Congress desferved to be 
most handsomely rewarded, and that it consider* 
ably enhanced the value of the attempt to serve 
the Republic ; adding that, while he had a voice in 
the government^ he Would take cafe that it should 
not pass unnoticed* He also expressed great re- 
gret at the premature death of the major^i and 
both the generals appeared anicious to pay every 
respect to his memory Itt theii* powet. I tofo^ttied 

c 2 
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them that I had preserved his remains^ and that I 
was anxious they might be entombed with mili- 
tary honours as soon as convenient to them, and 
begged that a day might be fixed for that purpose. 
The second day after our arrival was appointed, 
and I then returned to the ship^ bearing the thanks 
of the two generals to the oiBcers of the battalion, 
for the steady zeal they had displayed in fulfilling 
the wishes of their late commander^ together with 
an assurance^ that while Venezuela possessed the 
power of being of service to tbem^ they could 
prefer no request that would not be attended to. 

In the afternoon, the generals with their staff- 
ofBcers came on board, and invited us all to sup- 
per, and to take up our quarter?, if we pleased, 
at the Government House. I therefore went on 
shore again in the evening, with the officers of 
the battalion, and found a most sumptuous repast 
prepared for us. During this entertainment we 
were informed that His Excellency the President 
Bolivar had originally intended to employ the 
British legion in the conquest of New Grenada,] 
to which bold attempt strong inducements wen 
formed by its comparative opulence, and the litci 
rally bankrupt condition of Venezuela. Circum-^ 
stances however becoming daily more critical, the' 
president had ultimately determined not to wait! 
for the British auxiliaries^ but to assemble all the; 
force which he could inuster^ amounting to about' 
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! 1500 men. With these troops, including several 



i of the gallant Englishmen under Colonel Rooke^ !k!X-^ 
who had come out with Sir Gregor McGregor, 'Ke ^^^ 
I had proceeded across the Cordillera of the Andes, ^/^''^;i 
'on his hazardous expedition; and such being 
the state of affairs on our arrival, the generals 
had already come to a determination to despatch 
Major Beamish's battalion to his assistance, without 
delay. Happily this speedy appropriation of the 
timely succour so unexpectedly afforded, was as 
politic as it was expedient, not only meeting with 
the approbation of the oflBcers and the men, but 
being a measure which inspired them with greater 
confidence than any other could have done, as it 
tended to place them under the command of 
Colonel Rooke,* who was*related to their late 
leader by marriage. We were also informed by 
Urdenetta, during the temporary absence of Aris- 
mendez, that Bolivar, just before his departure, 
had nominated the former general to the com- 
mand of the entire force raised by English, and 
had enjoined him to leave Angostura, the capital, 
where he then was, and to repair to Margarita to 
receive it. 

* This brave and excellent officer was shortly after (on th^ 
25th of Jaly, 1819) so severely woanded at the battle of Tttnja^ 
in New Grenada, as to occasion his death. He was succeeded 
by Major Mackintosh, who was equally brave and skilful. To 
the great military experience and courage of the latter are to be 
aittributed in a great measure the decisive victories of Boyaca 
in New Grenada, andCarabobo Venezuela. 
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Wq all l^^rped on board tbat nighty iptancllqg 
to diisembarlc th^ batt^ioQ^^nd to prepi^re for the 
fiineral of M^jorQeaqpiish t})e follQwing day. Ac-* 
cprdmgly the next morpiog th^ wcb were lap4@4 
in gopd healths and jp t\\^ highest apirits^ and wMle 
the uppers were reviewing theoij I occupied my-t 
self i^ the mekpcboly duty of supprinteiiding the 
formation of the graye^ ^.nd in other preparp^ 
tiofls for the interment of n^y departed friend. 
Every thing being at length in dne order, his re. 
IfkWfk^ were deposited in a small spot of gronnd 
enclosed for the purpose^ ^bout ^ quarter of a mile 
frpm^ town of Juan Griego, with ev^ry mark of 
respect and honoqr } and I had subsequently the 
satisfaction of witnessing the erection of a moniii 
ipent tp his memoryj, by the command of General 
A^fismendesE^ who inscribed upon it a very appro- 
priate epitaph of hi^ own composition. 

The following day the (battalion was re-em- . 
barkedjf ai^d we proceeded up the river Orinocoj | 
|br A^Qgostura^ whence the troops would com-^ 
mence their long and laborious march to the head^ \ 
(jparter^ of Bplivaf.) I had orders from General^ 
Arismendez, in the event of my falling in with the I 
squadron of Admiral Brion. to deliver the troopsf 
to bim^ and he would forward them to the capital,^ 
while I returned to wait the generaPs further com- 
mands. I happened to meet the squadron at th^ 
{giouih pf the Oriaooo, where I accordingly re** 



^^ signed the men to the charge of the admiral^ and 
thus was happily enabled fully to complete my 
allotted share of duty in this peculiarly circum- 
stanced expedition. 

This speedy release was so far fortunate^ as it 
afforded me a better opportuiiity for attending to 
the affairsj, and sepuring the effects of my deceased 
friend. Tb^ ship was my principal carej for 
never having^ heard the major express ^jiy inten- 
timi of devoting her to the servine of the Inde- 
pendents^ I was desirous of selling her to the best 
advantage^ that the produce might be transmitted 
to Mrs. Penmisht On my retuni to ])$argant»^ 
therefore! at the recommendation of Gener^ Arist 
m^udezj who took a lively interest in {^1 tb^t ^^ 
lated tp thi? decewed, I pimped the «hip in th^ 
qharge of an English miirchant^ named Ripley^ fpp 
tl^at purpose. By him she w»s i^ent for ^^le to 
Jam^oa, as vessels could ]be pi:(rQhase4 at Marga-t 
rita, or aay port belonging to the Republic, for ft 
mere trifle^ I then forwarded the prpperty ^hich 
tl^e miyor had on boardj^ together with his paper3i 
to England { retaipiuj^ oply the acqqunt of hisi 
expenditure in the formation and transport of the 
jbftttalion^ which I kept bacjc with the intention of 
presenting it to the Congress, wb^H the country 
should attain to ft more prosperous state. 
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CHAPTER n. 

The Author's Reddeuoe widi General Arismendez— Descriptioxi of the 
Island of Margarita — Its Inyasion by General Morillo — Mer- 
ciless Proceedings of that Greneral — Successful Resistance of the 
Natiyes^ under General Arismendez — Trophy of Victory — 
Bravery of the Females — Old Women's Battery. — Hospitality of 
the Islanders — General Arismendez — Capture of his Lady — 
Threat of General Morillo on that Occasion — Firmness of General 
Arismendez — ^Extraordinary DeUyerance of Madame Arismendez 
—Their Eondness to the Authoi"— Character of the Family. 

Having received a most cordial invitation from 
General Arismendez and his lady to take up my 
residence with thera^ until the return of the squa- 
dron to receive on board the British brigade 
(when the general assured me that he would pro 
cure me a command)^ I was induced to accept it^ 
and experienced the greatest attention and kind- 
ness. My time was chiefly occupied in walking 
or riding about the island^ of which, as it stands 
forward very conspicuously in the Revolution of 
Colombia, and has shown so determined a resist- 
ance to the repeated attempts of the Spanish 
government to reduce and enslave it, some de- 
scription may not be altogether uninteresting. 

The island of Margarita is situated in IP 30' 
north latitude, and about 64® west longitude, and 
is thirty-five leagues in circumference. It is si- 
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tuated between thirteen and fourteen miles distant 
from the Spanish Main ; about two days^ sail from 
Jamaica^ and not quite so much from Barcelona. 
A ridge of impassable mountains extends through 
its centre from one extremity to the other ; sepa- 
rating Juan Griego and Pampatar, which are the 
only towns on the island^ the former being the 
chief From one to the other there is but one 
accessible road, cut by the natives, which at the 
summit of the mountain forms a most difficult 
defile^ with a drawbridge that when down admits 
but a single file of men. This defile is so strong 
by nature, independently of what it owes to art, 
that fifty good soldiers might with ease defend it 
against five thousand. 

Save a little valley here and there, which is 
verdant and productive of maize in great abun- 
dance, the whole island is extremely barren ; and 
but for the five valuable fisheries attached to it, 
would not yield sufficient food for its inhabitants. 
By far the greater part is beyond the reach of 
cultivation, being so thickly covered with the 
prickly pear tree as to render it impassable ; and 
the few roads, or passages, which the natives have 
cut through it, are so narrow, that the malignant 
wounds occasioned by its thorn can with difficulty 
be avoided. The attraction which European flesh 
possesses for this thorn is truly wonderful, ^f 
standing within two or three inches of its point, it 
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will sometimes d^rt likQ m ftrrow into the skin } 

and the extraction is always attended with pon^ 
siderable pain. If neglected^ it works deeper and 
deeper^ until in a few hours th^ wbolp of it ifk 
buried, and in such cases mortification not unfref- 
quently ensues. In no other part of the world i^ 
the prickly pear fonnd in such abundance^ or 
possessing such venomons qualities; and this> 
added to the other natuf*al defences of the island^ 
and to the unyielding bravery of the Margarita- 
nians^ almost precludes the possibility of its being 
reduced, even after a landing has been effected. 

The^ recovery of Margarita was fpr a long time 
the ardent wish pf the Spanisli government, whose 
generals made repeated despents upon i|Jto no 
purpose* Morillo;, who of all the Spanish com- 
manders was the best calculator of the advan- 
ts^ges to be won or lost in Colpmbiaj foresaw that 
while the Independents had one hundred men left^ 
and held possession of iVTargarita, they could 
always effect a revolution among ite natives^ as it 
afforded a secure rendesvpus for an assisting 
force, of eithpr ships or troops. For this reason 
hp always recommended its rednotiqu in his des^ 
patohe^, pven subsequently tp his own unsuccessful 
s^tempts upon it, Accordingly when Ferdinand, 
who plaspd the mopt nnlimited aonfidenae in tiiat 
oncer's opinions a^ a g§neral, ordered a body 

pf 3QiO0Q men to he 9§nt <int undw ^neral 



O^PonneH the first olgect of the ejjpeditiou'ww to 
be the seissvire of this gallant little iaifind. Had this 
for jce, whioh was jmin^nse iu comparison of the army 
QfYene^uel^^efeF reached its destination, the result 
mpst haye been fatal to the independent cause ; but 
fortanately the noi3e produced in l^uropq by the 
equipment of the British legion, find the much 
talked-of expedition from Ireland^ under General 
Deverem^j with other causes, ' excited a mutiny 
^moag the Spanish troops assembled at Cadiz in 
the spring of 18ll9j and they positively refused to 
embark ; so that the idea w^s necessarily abf^Ur 
doned. Morillo hftd previously (in 18 J6) accom- 
plished a landing with 17,000 of the best troops 
Qf Spain> psQorted by a fleet of ships of war 
^nd ti'ausportSj^ amounting to neq.rly seventy sail. 
He possessed himself pf Pampatar) the heights of 
which hp fprtified, intending to make it a depot for 
hi^ forces j ^nd immedip.tely prep2^red for an at- 
taqk on Juan Griego. At this time there were 
not 300 muskets in th§ island belonging tp the 
, nativeis^ yet General Arismendez, at the head of ^ 
chosen baijdi brpkp the pass at » the mountainous 
defile before dpseribedi ftnd with the prinpipal 
p^rt of the male population, occasionally aided by 
the females, who always fight at Margarita in the 
evpnt of |ny^<iipq| tpok up his abode iu tbp moun- 
taiasj yfkefe they exisftqd m sug^TC?>»e. Here he 



28 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

seized every opportunity of harassing or annoying 
the enemy, which he could easily' do, as he never 
relinquished the command of the defile during 
their stay in the island ; and thus he found means 
not only to destroy their foraging parties, but by 
night to attack their very camp, and plunder their 
stores. By this marauding system of warfare, in 
which he was always victorious, he considerably en- 
riched himself, and in a very short time had a nu- 
merous body of followers well armed, and furnished 
with every necessary for the kind of warfare in 
which they were engaged. 

From the extreme height and inaccessible na- 
ture of the mountains which separated the warring 
chiefs, Morillo could never pass to the opposite 
side of the island, but was compelled to limit his 
operations to the vicinity of Pampatar, which di- 
rectly faces the main land. In order to revenge 
himself on this spirited people for their gallant 
resistance, that ferocious leader - proclaimed the 
bloody war of extermination, and relentlessly car- 
ried it into execution upon all who unhappily fell 
into his hands* Neither age nor infancy, sex nor 
condition, was spared ; and the cruelties practised 
by Morillo, and his tiger-like band, were as hor- 
rible as the worst that ever stained the history of 
any country, and exceeded in atrocity the fell acts 
of the most blood-thirsty of the barbarous hordes. 
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who^ to borrow a line from a well-known poet, 
have been mysteriously allowed to ^^ shut the 
gates of mercy on mankind." 

As it is but too easy to imagine, the islanders 
were not backward in retaliating; and eventually, 
it is perhaps doubtful which party committed the 
srreatest excesses. It must however be remem- 
bered, that the invaders were the original pro- 
jectors of them ; and that the poor IVf argaritanians 
were goaded into the commission of atrocities in 
their own defence, which, under any other circum- 
stances, their humane dispositions would have re- 
volted at. They saw their liberties threatened and 
endangered; their wives, children, and kindred, 
daily butchered and quartered; and the reeking 
members of beings the most dear to them exposed 
to their gaze on every tree and crag of their native 
forests and mountains ; nor was it until hundreds 
had been thus slaughtered, that they pursued the 
same course. The result was, that the Spaniards 
were worsted. I myself saw upwards of seven 
; thousand of their skulls, dried and heaped toge- 
ther in one place, which is not unaptly termed 
^^ Golgotha/' as a trophy of victory. Each of these 
skulls bears the deep cuts of the machetti, a long 
• knife resembling a sabre in shape, and of admira- 
ble temper, which is used in time of peace to cut 
j sugar-cane, and for other agricultural purposes; 
and in war as a weapon) of defence, being a very 
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fdrmidkble one in the hands of an expert native. 
These skulls are still preserved, by the orders of 
General Arismendez, whose hatred and vengeance 
have ever been implacable. Thus, after a con- 
tinued series of defeats, Morillo, in the sequel, 
found it not only useless, but impossible, to re- 
main longer in the island, which he left with few 
more than 6000 men, having sacrificed upwards 
of 10,000 of his army, in his vain attempt to 
subdue it. 

The natural productions of Margarita are, the 
Sugar-cane, which grows in great abundance j a 
littie tobacco ; the cassava root, of which a coarse 
bread is made ; maize, or Indian corn i and a va- 
riety of tropical fruits. Part of the soil is fertile, and 
affords very good pasture ; but the whole island is 
quite destitute of water, which the inhabitants are 
obliged to import from the continent, no spring 
having ever yet beett discovered. About ten or fif- 
teen miles from Pampatar the beautiful pearl fishery 
is situated, which Messrs. Rundell and Bridge have 
obtained permission to work for a limited time ; 
and which first induced the Spaniards to take pos- 
session of the island ; its nattae most likely origi- 
nating in the same circumstance. They built a 
castle called Monpadre, and employed a vast 
number of negroes as divers ; but tiiese were all 
put to death by MoHUo, and it is unlikely that they 
will eVer be Replaced by otheM of equal deiterity. 
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The natiVBi Ate a qulet> simple, obliging, and 
inoffensive racej brave, generous^ hospitable, 
and eager to perform any office o( kindness for 
BtrangerSi They are addicted to no excesses, but 
arc^ hardy, abiitemload, and most enthusiastically 
attached to the place of their nativity, which, ex*- 
cept in oases of extreme urgency, they never 
leave j seeming to inherit a resolution to live and 
die only for ii They are very expert shots, fre- 
quently killing rabbits, of which there are plenty 
in the mountains, while running, with a single 
bull^i 

In no part of Colombia has there been So much 
iteady courage and zealous patriotism manifested, 
as in this heroic little island, tn time of war. 

When a sail approaches, three guns are fired at the 

Fort la Giudad> ftnd In a few hours every soul 
capable of bearing arms, or of rendering the least 
assistance> is assembled at this point ; the women 
Sharing equally with the men in the dangers and 
AitlgUes of the campaign. During the first attempt 
of Morillo to invade their country, these gallant 
AmaioUB Dottstanily worked the guns in the bat- 
talion Under General Gomez; and the havoc 
whieh they made among the enemy, sufficiently 
proved the skill and dexterity they had acquired 
in the management of their artillery. At one time, 
when the entire Spanish squadron aided in a 
ddsnent on the coast, and were seen ofif the mouth 
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of the harbour, these females actually carried, in 
one night, materials for the erection of a battery 
of four twenty-four-pounders ; which they after- 
wards constructed themselves. As the Spaniards^ 
perceiving the preparations making for them, and 
probably intimidated by the remembrance of their 
former defeats, sheered off, it was not required ; 
but it is still standing, and has ever since been de- 
nominated '' The Old Women's Battery;'— The 
people of Margarita have been, by some persons, 
condemned as cruel and dishonest; but, judging 
by their conduct to myself during my various wan- 
derings among them, I deem most unjustly. I have 
been in the wildest and most unfrequented parts, 
where such acts as have been attributed to them 
might have been committed without the least fear 
of detection, but I always experienced the utmost 
good -nature and attention from them ; and when 
fatigued, while on my excursions, their doors were 
ever open to me, and their simple fare offered, 
with a cordiality which left no doubt of their hos- 
pitable sympathies and generous feelings^ 

Of these islanders General Arismendez is the 
chief, and the idol of his countrymen, to whose 
regard and esteem his great exertions and sacri- 
fices in their defence have deservedly entitled him. 
He is by birth half Creole and half Indian); his fea^\. 
tures are those of the former, while his hair closely 
resembles that of the latter. His person is large^ 
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athletic^ and muscular^ though spare and thin; 
and he is capable of enduring almost incredible 
fittigue and privation. He is about fifty-four years 
of age, though in appearance older ; continued 
anxiety, his hard mode of living, together with 
several wounds, having done more than time to 
increase the deep furrows which mark his weather- 
beaten countenance. Thus strongly indented, his 
aspect exhibits a peculiar ferocity of expression, 
which his smile only increases. His laugh never 
fails to create a momentary shudder, and the 
dreadful distortion of the muscles of the face 
which it produces, can only be compared with that 
of tiie hyena when under similar excitement. His 
displeasure is always signified by this demoniacal 
grin, accompanied by a low lengthened exclama- 
tion resembling the suppressed roar of a tiger, his 
eyes at the same time flashing vengeance ; and 
should the object of his rage be at these mcMnents 
within its compass, death inevitably ensues. His 
general appearance might impress a superficial 
observer with a belief that he is so accustomed to 
scenes of horror and bloodshed, they afford him 
gratification rather than uneasiness. I am, how- 
ever, strongly of opinion, that tiie sanguinary mea- 
sures which he has adopted against the enemies of 
Ciolombia have resulted more from the state of a 
mmd goaded and tortured to revenge by the fiend- 
like barbarities to which so many of his kindred 

VOL. I. D 
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find countrymen fi^U A sacHfice^ than to utty 
of i^nal want of huoianity ; and that if be had 
lived in tnoird peaeefiil times^ he wbald haVe 
been aa omoihtot to the society in whioh he 
itloyedi 

. /iFor many years he followed the occupation of ttf 
fish&rmani id whibh he acquired considerable^ 
Wealth by his iddusti^y/and resided in quiet sednu; 
8ioa with his family at liis present retreat) a few 
milm from the t<)WQ of Juan OriegOi i^hen the^ 
Bevolution fiMt broke out^ hi9 latent energies be^ ^ 



eame ap|)a)'6nt| tod his tnattial and enterprising 1 
(eniuti quickly diiplayfed itself to the terror of the ^ 
Spltniard£^a|^8t whom he laboured indefatigpably 
lud inees^ntly> until the termination of the eon^ 
t^t Ibr frei»domi Withoht the least ostentation^ 
ahd with no views df self^ai^grandisement^ be has 
anquestieoably effeotild Inore real benefit to the 
Republk of Obltanbia tban dltnost any other tihi^f^ 
although he w6uld nevei' allow his services to bd 
blto&ned forth^ like those of many d^mohg thtt 
leader!^ teuoh less distinguished than hitnsel£ His 
kt# bf <ibuntry is> indeed^ proverbial among the 
Venizuelahs ; and a single instancfe will siiffi^is to 
evinoe kit 8ten. a«d Mteible patriotism. 

While' Genei^ MoriUo and his forded remained 
at Margarita the last time, Madame A^ismendbsi^ ] 
a verf beauliful and interesting womail^ the second 
\irile of die general^ then fai^ advano&d in pregnaney^ 
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while bathing at night jK in th« fiwt which runt 
^through La Ciudad^ wsfo capttirtid by n d^tachtu^tit 
-Of the Spabish army^ and caftidd t4 h^^-qttart^Mi 
/ Atisdiendez voWed a ten-ibld veugetfilt^^ Wh«n h^ 
\ tedeitained his loss j and immediately dallied forth 
1 With a numerous body of meti^ at th^ bead c^ Whoin 
he attaoked the enetny> slew a gt^at Mitiber of 
them^ and took a Odldnel and oM huiidted and sixty 
soldiers prisoners. Tliii^ oolobelj who Wbi^ reputed 
; the best Officer in Morillo*s ai*my> MA wsU^ that 
lleadei^S greatest favourite^ had proved hhnself the 
/ttlOst inetcilesi^ destroyer of th6 Malfat^taniaflS/ 
which being khdWn to Arisineudez^ the latter ha4 
been for a long ttmd endeavouridg t6 capture hitn; 
and having HOW sudOeed<^d> his dootti Was iustanHy 
fixed^ When Morillo > received intelligence of 
thi§ disastet' from the few who had esdfikped (a§ a 
llpani&fd would hav^ been killed by fliel piquets 
birfore he eoUld have rea<ihed th^ infutilkted ge^ 
neral)^ he(despatched a litflfe native boy, one of his 
; pi^sofieris). With a note, proposing t<i I'feiitore Ma-» 
1 dAme Ariiimetideiii if his officer were ^ent baek un- 
hurt) and declafiftg thttt she should be put to 
death i^ he were not* The soldiers had ali^eady 
been slain When thd note arrived} to Which 
General ^, Arismende^ 60mp6s^d an answer^ lion- 
foMnably to the following ti«li8lafi0tt » 
'^ (General Aridmeftdeu Wbrs ndt With mrkHn^ but 

<* A {litev^eAt eusiom uaoni the i&dlM of iii>utii Ami^i ' 
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against fhe Spaniards^ the enemies of his country^ 
and the disgrace of human nature. (General Mo- 
riHo may act as he pleases towards the wife ofl 
Arismendez : dear as she is to him^ he holds thfe 
safety of his country dearer; and before the 
bearer of this sets out on his return, the monster 
whose hands have been so often steeped in the 
blood of its unoffending inhabitants^ will be dead." 
' The above letter halting been written, the two 
sons of Arismendez drew lots to determine which 
should execute the prisoner. Chance decided for 
the youngest, who separated the officer's head from 
his body with a machetti^ in the presence of the 
boy-toessenger^ who was then sent back to his 
employer. On receiving the answer of Aris- 
tnendezyMorillo was on the point of putting his 
fair captiye to death, when some of his officers; : 
moved by l\er pitiable situation and tears; diverted 
him from his purpose, aid she was sent prisoner 
to Spain, and confined in the fortress of Cadiz. 
From this place, after an imprisonment of a few 
days only, she contrived to escape in the habit of 
a seaman ; and as she spoke the Spanish language 
equal to a native, she managed to get on board a: 
merchant^vessel in that capacity, which was just 
about to sail. This vessel was soon after cap- 
tured by a Venezuelan privateer; off the Western 
Islands;, and in it, as a pri^e, she now sailed in 
triumph to her husband. When she landed at 
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Margarita^ all the females of the island assembled 
on the beach to receive her, and strewed the 
} path from the shore to the general's house, up- 
wards of four miles, with flowers. A car was also 
constructed, in which she was drawn to her hoine. 

• • • 

within view of the Spaniards, who could witness 
. the procession from their posts. 

While I resided with the general, I had great 
opportunities of observing his character. He was 
open and sincere, energetic, brave, and generous ; 
and in many instances, and especially in my^ own, 
kind and attentive. He is extremely partial to 
the English, and pays them the most marked 
respect : every thing which he can command is at 
their disposal, and few circumstances can give him 
more pleasure or pain than their acceptance or re- 
fusal of his proffered services. He is also very in- 
quisitive as to their government, manners, customs, 
state of the army and navy, and similar matters ; 
and delights to hear their gallant deeds in action 
recounted. I have seen his hardy iron visage 
lighted up with all the enthusiasm and fire of a 
warrior, and his hand firmly, although perhaps 
unconsciously, grasp the hilt of his sword, when 
the feats of tiie army under the brave Duke oC 
WelUngton were related to him ; and then, as if 
aware that he was remarked, turn found and say 
to me, ^^ You will laugh at such romantic feelings 
in a man of my years ; but my heart is as warm now 
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as ever it was.^ To the Irish he is likewise muoh 
attached^ many of whom were under his command 
in the war of the Revolutioo. He dwominiltefl 
them the brave blunderers ; ^nd has stored up a 
variety of anecdotes illustrative of that jostle be? 
tween conception and utterance^ the fruitful result 
of which^ under the nan^e of buU, has been repog^ 
nised as charaeteristiQ of the natives of the ESme- 
jpald Isle throughout the world* The general is 
also very hospitable^ and his house is open to all 
without invitation^ which in . South America is 
seldom given. A stranger may walk in if he 
pleases without ceremony^ and he is sure of being 
welcome ; but his company is not requested, bon 
cause it is a point in South American good breeds 
ing that he (shall feel no restraint^ but go or stay 
as inclinatbn may dictate j the natives deeming 
all customs which impose any restriction on a 
visitor as the extreme of impoliteness. He is 
plain in manners and conversation^ the latter being 
generally brief and to the purpose ; and he never, 
makes promises^ from a conscientious fear that 
circumstances may pot enable him to fulfil them. 
As, however^ he is always willing to serve when 
he can find an opportunity, and performs a great 
number of beneficent actions with extretpe libe«* 
rality and eonsideration^ no person possessing the 
least claim Co his good-will can justly complain of 
neglect^ or withhold his surprise pit the many 



bdOdvoieiit and axceUenA quftli^es wkicli Ave 6on-^ 
Qt^ftled ttPd^F sn exterior so rough and fbrbidding. 
He i&a}aa firm an4 lasting iu hi^ friendsliips^ never 
ftUowidg time or oapice to affi^ct theiv parmaneneyi 
He may himself bo ibrgqiten^ but he never forgets 
one whom he esteems; and he will often bestow 
some unexpected favour upon him, however dis- 
tant he may be. His natural capacity is of a 
superior order, but it remains in a great measure 
uncultivated; and he evinces a high sense of 
honour and independence, which few of the other 
chiefs can boast, to whose intriguing spirit his 
ingenuousness and simplicity have more than once 
rendered him an easy prey. To conclude^ he is 
one of the best of friends and most formidable of 
enemies, but to those only who are at the same 
time the enemies of his country. No one had 
ever occasion to regret the acquaintance of Aris- 
• mendez but a Spaniard. 

Madam Arismendez is very polite^ affable, and 
engaging, possessing much fortitude and firmness, 
with an ardent zeal for the welfare of the Re- 
public. Indeed(I have often heard her declare, 
>that if her husband had given up the Spanish 
colonel to save her life, she would never have 
seen him again.; . 

Of the sons of Arismendez I can only observe, 
with regret, that the scenes of massacre and blood- 
shed which they have been accustomed to behold 
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from their infancy, seem to have steeled their 
bosoms^ and annihilated the principles of humanity 
which nature might have originally implanted 
therein. Hence they have a large proportion of 

the faults of their father, united with but few of 

» 

his virtues. 



/ 



/ 

IN OOLOMFU. 41 



CHAPTER III. 

ArriTal of Admiral Brion from Angostura with the Venezuelan 
Fleet— His Prqudices against Foreigners— General Arismendez 
procures the Author the Command of a Corrette — Takes « ridi 
Prize; seasonahle Relief afforded hy it-^Distress of the Govern- 
ment, and Costume of its Legislators — ^Author obtains Rank in 
the. Hepoblican NaTy-— Tenoat of Service — ^Rmcontre with the 
first Division of the British Le^on--^Reception of General 
English and his Expedition at Trinidad— Naval Skirmish for 
his • Deliverance— Testiness and professional Ill-will of Admiral 
^rion — Sketch of the public and private Character of that Officer 
—Account of his Successor. 

In the beginriing of the month of October Admiral 
Brion arrived from Angostura, at the head of 
the entire Venezuelan fleet, consisting of twenty- 
seven vessels of various rates and denominations. 
General Arismendez, who had been waiting for 
this event to procure me a command, immediately 
! went on board the flag-ship, to invite him to his* 
^ house, to which he came the same day to dinner. 
This was the point on which all my hopes rested 
of obtaining a rank in the Republican navy, and 
I looked forward to my introduction with much 
anxiety. I had not long to wait, and my hopes 
were from the first moment completely extin- 
guished, it did not require much penetration to 
discover his aversion to foreigners of every country; 
for during two or three hours after dinner, he 
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chiefly amused himself with uttering the grossest 
invectives against the British officers then in the 
service, as well as in disparagement of tiiose, 
about to join ; strongly reprobating the practice ': 
of giving them commissions, aqd declaring hisi 
intentjop to rid ti»e navy entirely of tb#m, General; 
Arismendez was not however disiAayed at this, 
declaratjouj, and havipg elicited from t^@ admiral, 
in the course of eenversatloB, ftat one of his'^ 
oncers, who \iAd commanded a fin^ corvett@ of 
twenty-two guns, manned by nearly two hundred 
Englishmen, with a proportion of 9junbo-b)acks, 
had died a short time previously of the yellow 

f^ve^f, i» ^sQ ^at his ship t|»d npt ynt been 
l^estpwed upoii Bfly other person, imnt^di^^^}^ 

sdiitit^d the fl^imnAffd for mf, Orion pMe vmf 
extmw te ftVoid conipliawJe iifith iW reqw^t^ 

mi seyeml of ihen not pf a v^py Uber^ d^scHp- 
tjoa } Ibut my perseyeripg p»trQff ^ wbQ wrs not ft 
be refused, flheg^ed Wm, %«d the a4mir»l fin#:<g 
t|Mt h? Baval e^thcir ftgrae W C9W8 tP »p opft» 
r^i^W-p with th(^ gw^rftj,,wh|fih w»S npt deiiir^fi 
ma4e 9- virtu? pf »#pp8sity, a^d pre^Qptgd nan with 
tj^^ vesjsel.) 

The next wpnjiRg I reeeiveij erdejp to g?t my 
akitt reMy fiji" ae*. wbieh did not f^qme n^Q^ 
time, ^ i^fi senior li^^ten^t ws^^ ^ rpmarkgbly 

aqtjvf pfl&p§ri wd hsid )tept h^ in fw^Wpnt trim, , 

4Qco?4iBa)y> «» t^^ gist Qf Qfjtob^r, tfietWf dd%y 
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lifter I h%d received the eommandi^I sailed oii 4{|6 
\ i IpokrOut for the first divisien of the British legien^ 
wbioh was \d touch at the island of Trinidad fbv 
further ordera, that were to be forwarded to Mr« 
Hen^erion the Veqemelan agent there. General 
Arisma^des had also given me private instrnetiona 
to convey to Generfd BngUsh^ if he ahonld ae«9 
company the troops ; and if not^ to the oommaad^ 
ing officer. My orders fr<»n the admiral were to 
attack and destroy all vessels bearing Spanish 
eolonrsi takings care td plunder them of d^vory 
thing valuablai and either put their orews to im« 
mediate deaths qr reserve them for exedntien oa 
my ristarn. On the^ %\^K of October I sailed^ 
soon $f|er day-^break> and about nooti(saw a large 

^ohson^r having the appearance of a privateer, 

a copsid^raiblei distance tp th@ windward. Sha 
pievefl to be ft Bermuds^ 4nd Clipper built vessel, 
9ndi a qniQk s^Qep^ \%i as the oenrette waa also 
a fftst saiiefj w^oftnue up with hej^about seven p.m. 
and in a few iwnqtes werc^ in close action. She 
la^ant^d si« twelvd-rpounders and a long twenty^ 
four Oil a sirivelji whipb she had used in the chaae> 
b»t w^*^^*'^ ^^^^^^ Tt>o\OQ»tept W4S short; on 

boarding the men fled from their quarterSi and 
jto piy surprise, althpugh they were oertftiij c^ being 
»tt put tpd^ath^ surrendered ftt poc§) a|i^ ftt eight 
p.iB. she was jwf§ in my w^k§j wiSi a poftiw ftf 
my cyew pi» Wrd \\^x. %.% PPrveftf fftceif ed pio 
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injury, and only three of her men were slightly 
wounded. The next morning (I went on board , 
to examine the prize, and found a large quan- 
tity of goods and specie, the plunder of various 
vessels, togetiber with arms, ammunition, and! 
clothing for one thousand men, which she was I 
carrjdng to Garaccas for the garrison there. All - 
these I had transferred to the corvette, and re- * 
moving the prisoners, I sank the schooner at 
once. It grieved me to take so many poor fel- 
lows to certain death, and I would willingly have 
suffered them to escape could I have found any 
reasonable pretext for doing so; but my orders 
were peremptory on that head/ and my commis- ' 
sion, and in all probabUity my own life, would have 
been the sacrifice had I disobeyed them. Indeed, 
as I have before observed, if I had obeyed them 
to the letter, I should have caused the unfortunate 
captives to be massacred at once, before I sank 
the schooner, for which purpose the Sambos were 
kept on board the vessels belonging to the Inde- 
pendents; but as that was out of my line altogether, 
I left it to those most aggrieved, and therefore 
most inclined to become superintendants of their 
execution. 

After a short cruise off Trinidad, as I could hear 
no intelligence of the expedition, I returned to 
Mai^arita, thinking that the prize which I had 
captured would be of some little service, as the 
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treasury there was exhausted before I sailed^ 
while that at Angostura was known to be com* 
pletely drained. The money^ as. I h$ui anticipated, 
proved a seasonable relief; and my patrou, the 
general^ was neither slow nor sparing in his praises. 
He warmly congratulated me on my suctessfdl 
debut ; aud expressed his determination to write 
ah account of the affair to the Congress at the 
oapiial, and to send them 200^000 dollars as a 
moieiy of the specie. Not so the admiral; the 
idea of owing any thing to a foreigner was intoler- 
able to him^ and he endeavoured to put an effectual 
^top to my future efforts^ by pretending to want 
the corvette for a particular service; in lieu of 
which he offered me an old brigantine, totally 
unfit for any service^ and generally used as a 
receptacle for the sick, being manned only by 
about forty Indians and Sambos. The general, 
however, soon silenced him agiiin ; and I was per- 
mitt^d, much against his will, to retain the veissel, 
Arismendez recommending me to go to Angostara 
with the specie myself, as I could then get my 
rank confirmed by the Congress. I followed his 
/advice, and was received by the vice-president 
/ with great politeness^ and as far as his means would 
allow, with equal hospitality^ 

The t Republic was at this time in a wretched 
state of insolvenfcy^ and the amount sent by Ai:isr 
men4e,z to th^ Congress was a som which it hiad 
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not possessed for tea&y monthB4 i Its poverty wm\ 
plaftily denoted by tbe appearance of its members^ '■ 
who more resembled a troop of mendicants thdn a ' 
body of legislators^ Most of them were attired in 
aeoarse> striped^ cotton shirty nt^ith trowsers of 
the saibe material^ patched in different directions ; 
a straw hat grown old and dirty with constant 
wear^ and a European blanket^ with a hole cut in 
the centre foi* the head to pass thfottg]^ thrown^ 
over the shoulders as a capote or doak. (Some 
few were fortunate enough io possess shoes^ or 
boots; others had the remains of them attached to 
their feet ifrith little ropes made of oow^^Mdei 
termed sogosj in humble imitation of ihe Roman 
sandal; but by far the grt^ater liumber held their 
feet wrapped in a piece of oow-hid^^ eafivas^ 6t 
blknket^ while the whole of them were destilttte 
of stoekingsi A \iir<irn-ottt half^^lbtaisbi^d mule^ 
adorned id some luitsmeesi with A hessar saddle 
and its tr^tppingsi bttt more eommouly Witti a back 
^iiiled by a seat somewhett resembling en Snglish 
j[)(iek^»addle> a nlU§ket^ tod a )aiAchb^^ Completed 
their etjuipthent; atid thus attired abd mounted^: 
ihey fdde iti jprocession to the GoVernikieht Hoese( 
. 6h Ihei three dd^s a we^k hppdinted fot" theii^ 
assembling?) 

Ott the Moildfiiy foUonfin^ the day of my arrival^ 
I wes desired to ap^e&r before the CdUgress^ in 

erder te r^^ei^e the eottfirmatioh of fuy iiuik) whitih 



dfrettklti I atte&ded to I snd c^rtaialyi as &r ab 
; ipitoimes and Verbal enboiiragtiBiehi Went^ I hi^ 
'NascNi to be perfectly satibfied^ I was established 
in the rdiik of ^ oommaader of 8hi|>s of the deeoiid 
tdass ; wUeh is about feqiiid to that of a jumor polbt>^ 
eafitain in the British nary^ exeejii in the article 
of efliokimbn^ whicb^ in the Repdblioffa Bervioe>. 
is on^^^third more Utan in ibe English^ ilmounttiig 
to fifteen. shilling per dfeiyi I also pdsstossed an 
equivaleht rank in the army ; in whiqb^ if ealled 
updhi I V^as odmpelled to servd. The dtetribntioh 
of prisM^ oiie^half of whiGh i^ds elaimed bygo^* 
TO^timent^ Was lurfi to iaki pkee Until theit^ inde^ 
pDndenet was established^ or the Wat- otherwiisd 
tidmiasitAd ; feit whisb period all elaims were to be 
audited^ ihd thrlie tnontibs ailloWfed for pajmietii^ 
which was tti be made on faiUs on the ^ovenmetii^ 
at six months^ dbte^ 

' fimpretaes werb iihmediately sent off to the 

I Fresident Bolivir^ infensibgf him off the teitaporary 

snpikiy reeeived by the Oongr«iS, a poHidft ^f 

iwhieh viras forWafded t6 aid bUfi in his pufj^Sed 

leyolaftion ctf the New GrMadiatis. The defipateh($6 

ha¥iis^ been ttbde hp frbm the i^ice^pfesident t(» 

■ General Arismendesc^ I sailed immediately for 

^ Mai^garitdj wfaero I laAde|)on the 24th of D^dem^ 

ben (Twas hete inibnned ^at the adtfaifkl atid 

t the fleet had sailed Hq and kn^tr whiM^; oi^ %f 

I wkiit flnrp6se> or >hsB they wdhld Nturoi Sdthat 
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I was Dow^ at least for a short time^ free^froia^tke/ 
restraint which the admiraFs. pr^udices amd tki-f 
suiting manners imposed Qpontme; Three /^^^eeksl 
glided away 19 this manner^ smoothly and happily^ 
when a brig^f-war eame m to aoioiiBce iike atm41 
of the fleet Having previously received^ orders j 
from Arismendez to sail ob a second . cciMse^ in \ 
search of the British legion^ and having by hisdeawe \ 
only waited for tiiis signal for starting^ I hoeriad on ] 
board ajid^got tinder we^. I was not^ however, | 
in si^ci^t time to escape the admiiral's inotira^ ; 
who nlade:a:signal for my return ; and on HvyHioing ' 
so> ordered me to come back in three ^ys^ vvbether 
I fi^Lin with the brigade or not ; butBubseqiieiiidty 
he akered his eommands^ m^ inidsted tibatJdKmld 
not return until I had met :with' tbeiii. ' > = /Fhis^ from 
the length^ of time I was kept, upon* the' look^nt^ 
I thought would never arrive; I. however came 
across three Spanish merchantmen atfd a i^nall 
schooner^ all of which I fortunately <^aptAred^ and 
as usual destroyed, after, removmg every ttiing 
worthy of preservation. This employineiit served 
to pa$|s away the time and keep up tiie spirits t>f 
my men> who^ although tbey had been in the Ye^ 
nezuelan service moretlsin twelve^monthsybad 
never before taken a prize. After a three days 
cruise to the eastward^ from the pevi<>d df my last 
capture^ I at length fell in with tiie first tlivisibn of 
the legion, under the command of Gol<mel ^os- 
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sett ; and after delivering my orders to him^ that 
officer judged it more expedient to proceed di* 
rectly to the depots than to go first to Trinidad^ 
,^he troops were landed at Margarita^ in good 
.health and spirits; and after staying there a few 
idays ohly^I again sailed under orders to cruise off 
iTrinidad^ until I 3houl~d fall in with the second di« 
Vision, under General English) 
y/^Mome weeks elapsed before I could hear any 
Jbdings of these anxiously expected auxiliaries; 
/but ultimately, on my return to Trinidad, after a 
temporary absence in'chase of a brigahtine, I found 
General English there, and rather in an awkward 
predicament On the arrival of the expedition, ia 
accordance witfai the instructions forwarded to him 
in England, tbe general had proceeded to Mr. 
Henderson, the republican agent at Trinidad, for 
. further orders, when, to Ins astonishment/^ found 
{that an attempt was made to detain both himsell 
and the troops by the local authorities, under the 
pretence of orders from the gavemor of.the island^ 
Sir Ralph Woodford, whose feelings were repre- 
sented as decidedly hostile to the object of this 
armament. How far these representations were 
correct I^cannot take upon myself to assert; but 
certain it is, that^l the force that could be mus- 
Itered was ordered out to oppose the departure of 
the troops, and of the six ships under the general's 
' orders, who got on board witii some difficulty, and 

VOL. I. E 
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beiBg determined to rQ^ist-tq t^a utmost of bis . 
power^ he iybs ptepaiing fo^* i^iion, wh^n I lpr^7 . 
liat^ly retiorned. Observing what was.goi^^g fo^t i 
l^ard^ I haste^^d to General English^ oa ^oard the ^ 
J[^pit^r^ ia o^^er to d^livei* my despatches, aitd in- 1 
quire into the cause of the iuterraption» I &^q4J 
him illj and grea% agitated^ and he re<mestedt]fiy| 
assistance with extraor4inar7 earnestness tQ b?.^t( 
bafik the force of the island. My assurances of a»id ' 
appeared to leslsfsn his ^nxietyj^ which alniQstciiir ' 
tireljr ^u^aided when I pointed out to, him the fee- ] 
bieiie^ai of thQ, hpsitile aqnadcon. I accordipgl^ 
Returned to my own ship^^ apd madeiplos^ up to ft| 
large sehooper> which, being the best of all the op-^^ 
pqsinf force^ w^ hearing down upon the. foremost] 
Mp of the £ngpLi«^'& division* A broadside fromj 
thc^ (;Qrt(9tte> fired wiih.muah eoolness and precli-; 
sioQ, ^fM hf)r iCoremast ov6r her side, and did^ 
cons|4end4a ij^juty to ber huU^ besides killing and < 
wounding qaany of ber hands^ A discharge fronii 
the ships of the division followed^ and so Inttmi^, 
dat^d ihe THnidadian fleets tfaat^ like I'alstaff^ 
db^imiiPg ^f discretion the bettei* part of valo^ir/^ 
they put b&okf and left us to the prosecution of oar, 
voyage ift p^ac^ If they had not done so, the. 
whole of them ttin&t have been sunk, as every ship 
t>f tjie (Expedition was exceedingly well srm^d and 
mtmnod ; and I belieTe that all their commanders 
were eanaUv brave and skilful* 
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Wis ri6w sklled for Margarife, where we arrived, 
wlttJ6tit farther molestation, oil the 19th of April. 
The corvette was so laden with the produce of the 
Hki pnte 1 had captured, which consisted of stored 
s^tit by SpBin for the use of her troops, that I was 
^sifl fo' untodd her; and as in the course of the 
fiW sklViiiiiAes ih which she had been engaged, she 
l/d[:dTecfeiVed some injury, it was necessary to have 
h^r iffei)aifed. The triflmg service which I had 
rendered to the expedition at Trinidad, was eulo- 
gized fair more than 'it merited by Geheral English, 
wild ^66h perceived that the subject was unpleasing 
t6 the' ^dtiiiral, and I have no doubt praised me 
mAi-e'tb ihiicfy him, thail froth any conviction that 
Ideiierved iflHhii excess of corfimendation. How- 
ever tMi^ might be, his praises only served to in- 
creaise the' dislike whi6h flie admiral fc^ for me as 
a fc^reigtier j impre especially as English, who was 
very Satirical, amused himself occasionally with na- 
tibtiiil kilhsions which would certainly have been 
m)ith better avoided. My staunch fHend and 
supj^orter. General Arismeridez, was not silent on 
the occasion ; and between the two, the gallant 
admifkl found but little peace ih their society, and 
thei'efore retired to his ship. Which he seldom left 
dirihg his std.y at the Island. He fheiice, hawever, 
made a report to Congress, in whict he blamed 
GehbralArismendez for endangering Ihe safety of 
his country, by procuritig a colttmand fbr me | gnd 

E 2 
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condemned my conduct throughbiit ks bo^yish Wdsh- 
ness, although he admitted that the stipplifes riikd 
broughf in were vei^y op|)ortutie. This r^pbi^, 
however^ fstilbd to do 'me the irgury iritferided, 'for 
the Congress, being in such a needy state, did\i5t 
care wtether^^ boyish rashness'^ ,or the cdution of 
maturity relieved them from it; nor Wdtild ^fe?r 
necessities allow them to dispense with the chatifce 
of furthei' 'relief, in complitnent to nfational ptfii- 
judices. ' " 

Admiral Briioti was a native of thef* islknd ttf 
Cura^oa, of iDdtch extr&ctroh, and a inatf 6f vet*y 
largfe propertjr. When he first entered the' ser*eice 
m)f Venezuela he ii^aS nearly forty years of age, aind 
entirely unacquainted With nautical affhiri^, hfeVWg 
nevet seen service of any kind. His priiWipal in- 
duc6merit'<^ks'pi'obably thatof ikmfe arid notdrtfety, 
as he Ugt6€fd!i6 ^qiiip4 fleet At his oWn cost/ if ^he 
were permitted to retain the command of it, arid 
to rank as fii^st Admiral of the state, ' The means 
he possesi^ed of >&isTn^ a navy, which the^^oVeffh- 
nient much needed, having; then enly a few small 
schdoners' in their service, could have been its 
only inducement tb accept his offer. I am* Jn- 
defed jieVsuadfed ttiat he had the warmest desire 
for' the g'bod of thel Republic, and Ihat hcf acted 
in his' ttaval Capacity according to ' thfr ' best 'of 
his jtidgili&nt, and with the purest intehtibui^'&s 
jregarded thef sacred cause in which' he i*a^' efa- 
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gagpdj ;but,Qn thp.qtber hajpid, he, w*s unquestion- 

djpily] "Vfi^k-iXaynded. and entirely . ijlestitulie. of the 

fPTV^f t^ent^ and e3;periepce^ so essential to a 

^prnqi^der who had to qppe with the well-orga- 

Vi}^^(^ , ai^d veteran seano^n of Spain. 

I . J^i^m .aware^ that in this estiinate. of the cha- 

ors^q^r lOl* Adniiral Bnoi^^ I risk the imputation of 

jth^ jaditlgence of a desire to revenge myself for 

t)^ ipimiqal . fiselings which he manifested tqwards 

myself, by detracting from his general merits. I 

hop^I may be credited in the a^Q;niiice^ that sach 

is . ia no .r,espect the cMe. . The Jfeejliags of icrita- 

tipn, whioh. I copfe^ wexeat )tjie moment excited 

. by his i^ttempts /to crush my youth&l hopes (^ 

fame> have, years > since sul)sidedj . and the cause 

of itjbiem been nearly forgotten j » or if xemembered 

i^is oply with that spirit of forgiveness^ and allow- 

.ance J fo? the errors of human, nature^ which, I 

tcttsty will be extended to my own fejlings. . Be- # \ 

side/3, bo is in the grave^ . and all la^^iiuosity would 

h^YAbeen buried with him, had it existed so long. 

His death was occasioned by. a .disorder; of the 

mindi which, , I dpubt not influenced most of his 

actions throqgh life;; although, it did not, while I 

wa& und^ his command, show itself ppenly. Some 

observ^^u;^ upon his conduct s^ a com^ii^jider, 

.W9re,bdi$pensable^ in allu:»on to the, warfare in 

which^he was called to act so prominent a part, as 

Arming one of the many combined causes for its 
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unneeefiSBry protraeiion. It is evident to ail per- 
sons in ih^ least etegree acquGuntsd mih tite 
affairs of ColomHa, that the sttuf gld migiit hair« 
been terminated in a much shorter lime^ and w^ ^ 
much less effasion of foiood^ than were aucthaUjr I 
wqsted in it^ \mk for the frivolity and want of e0n>- 1 
sideration which attended the actioiKi df ithe^hia^' 
jority of its chiefsJ 

To ehow that I do not mean to impute errors) tb 
Admiral Brion^ sim^ily on the ground of Indivih 
dual assi^rtion^ I will relate a oiroumstaiKe wkioh 
must be familiar to all those who have beeo in. the 
Colombian service^ of which <bere aire 'many now 
^ England^ to whose correotion of oidaise i msk 
amenaUte* On o»e ocoasion^ Admiral Bdan^at 
the head of the entire fleet of thd Indepandentb^ 
appeared off Guman% when the Sp^sh squadroti 
was lyifig.M Anchor in the bay^ pei^ectlf aissaib- 
able and unprepared fbr an attacki The greater 
part of the crews wea-e ashore? and those on 
boiird tei^y mtt^h intoxicated^ Ai wto plainly indi- 
cated by Ikii loiid and rtiiterated shoats which 
reached ortr -ears. One of the ships of the Inde- 
pendent fleet wa& so ntear to the enemy as to be 
on thie ^oint of boarding a fine frigate^ liVhen this 
admiral, who had cautiously removed fwm the van 
to the m^ty ^aditf a si^al for th^ t&imfA of our 
foremost 9hip> and for oar imtaiediate : aailing* 
Squally ^uqiriied and disappointed^ we o}»ey)Eid i 



• 

m^ foitnd thai his olgect in A110 slieering oS^ ^^ 
an* apprebeaded attack £row t)aie batierie8> wbich 
00aid mty h^, 6ald> fail to do a seriotiB iojucy to 
<1^ fleet Captain Chitty^ a brav^ and . jotelUgeni; 
PugJisii o^er^ wbo ^owtnaiidad the sbip lyhicli 
tiMmoarried tfc««dniii»l> A9f> fwn^sjtiy begged 
to ibe allowed to attack, but to no purpoii6> ^ripA 
insisted upon our leilvifig tbe SIpainatYis aa we 
iDinid < tfaesu Consistepiiy with this d^tef mmatioi)^ 
be coplBnted bimsi^f witb ^M^ayiog bw forc0> 
firkig a fialutQ of twenty^ooe gfm% iWid b<^Pg » 
demi-jeao of wine^ »ttd a Uving 4urik^> ftteacb 
pLtd'^abm o£ his own yi^smIi as if, t^ ^ttyey to th<^ 
•raetojra due notianof tbe s}|{iii|;riority fii Uving lA 
boaipd bte Own fleets rather tban pfa pm^HfmaT 
deitermialatioti to tty mho vnffw Ih0 bf»t Mien. 
l\«posterbw ^s the deportment ri^c^ided in this 
fuieeiote may appear, it is wett autibe^tioitted, a)»i 
for a ipQ^ time the admiral wad ^PAS th^ flailorfi 
in di&fi«ion termed ^^ The Turk»yHopok,": . 
> Officers in tbe Golombiab navy laie eati^d ibo a 
iUGsnparaiive rank in tiie amy, b^y wbfnh tb^y miety 
be addressed on all occasions, and tq wear ii^ 
unifiorm if they please. Aecw(ttng t» .tbi* rtgu- 
jAtiop, Admind Brion ranked w captein^g^imral; 
ttnd wait nsnally aeen on bis qodrtnr-deok^ attired 
m an Snglisb hussar jacknt ami aearle^ pantajoons, 
^isritb « bii()ad iMi^ of gold l^oa down eaob sidi^, 
i^ &ik^ nuH^sbfd's wff^rw i»at> wift a very Jaygp 
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Prassian phime^ and an enortnotis pair of dragboa 
boots^with heavy gold spurB of a most iiKionve"- 
nieut lengih. He always * signed himself captain^ 
general^ and was so addressed hy his officers^ and 
n^n; and^f any of th^m ^neglected this titled bp 
Bti^stitnted that of admiral^ they seldom -^regwneii 
his.favour. ^ ■ • .. • • ■ • '^-ni^v^ 

Asa private iudividtiai'iiiere were many 'exfedt^ 
lent traks i^ his character, but he was depiorafc^ 
deficient in the^qnalificatidns for tile importaM post 
assigned to him ; and to this misforttinei <mly lare 
the numetouB escapes of the Royalist sqUfadr^ns 
to be atbibuted« In the one, "fhe partteiitetrs M 
Ahich I have tecited',; he might have tttken* ot 
deirtroyed every ■ vessel j in) ^ the ^ bay of CiUMUia^ 
which would; in aH /htitdan probability^ haveUef^ 
minated the /^mir tt ' kfs$ tiian six inelitlis ; - as the 
militavy 43uppiliefliw6uld' have been completely c«lt 

offi^tetnd' the' army, being redaced toa statte'of ^des^ 
titntion ais to anHBanitioQ > aaid stovesf mnst li^ve 
oapitakttedr Nor is^ibiB uthe only one by niany^ 
of ' similar opportunities tbat were lost under his 
command. ^' 

To his own countrymen, Admiral Brion was ex- 
tremely liberal ; and even to foreigners he would 
frequently do ail the service in his power, in points 
not coiihected with naval advancement He often 
made valuable presents to the British oflScers from 
hi9 own stores ; and if a request of this sort was 
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prefsn^; it was seldom refused, but given in a 
tei^ifold degree. At times, however^ so mucli was 
his iJUfsposition afiboted by his mental malady, he 
ibonld fallow the ariiiy to be in a- starving state, 
Wikboutr giving them any of the immense stock of 
ptDimims he always took care to have his ships 
stored with. He was at all times hospitable and 
pl^fiise>^ift his, entertainments^ and at such mo- 
mtentaiev^ry thing could be obtained from him^ 
exQf p4 <fig^ing and naval ;proimation» " 
' tAdk&ml Brioa^ was succeeded by General Pa- 
diUa^wIfo was appointed commandant of marine. 
He isaoativq of Rio de laHa<tha^andiB aSSanbo. 
As may rbe expected^ he is perl^tly iUitqrslte^ an^ 
caaooit even read> but hd is ' very brave, and a 
good practioal seaman. . His > own mieritSt, ^ and the 
elmnces creOited by the rev4)liKtionary wni^, toge*- 
titer triith some influence which helqu^ everpos*- 
sessed.wHh his tribe^ have conspired io> raise him 
to Uie command he now eojoysi He -has manry 
good: qnbliities as a private indHridual, and Js 
genenOly esteemed for his stoiet integrity and 
honour. 
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s soon &s tbp ti'Qops kf^A hef^nl^nde^ ^ Marga-i 
rita, G^eral Eqgli^h commenced their orgfuiisa^ ; 
tion^ ia which he snQceeded with much diflSlculty. ] 
It was pow discoveired that a most iodisipensable 
Wticle iu war was wantingy n8mf^y> s^one^. The 
goveirnment had oiqitte4 to make any proyisiqn 
for the wants of the legion; a neglect which I 
believe arose rather fnon^ inability than indiffer- 
ence. However caused, all that the generals 
Urdenetta and Arismendez could command to 
defray the expenses of organising and victualling 
the troops during their stay in the island^ and their 
subsequent transportation to the scene of action, 
was the amount brought in by the naval captures. 
This could only enable them to exist for a short 



tjin0, as General Urdfenetta, with a degree of 
cupidity which signalised the whole of his con- 
duct, had appropriated a considerable portion of it 
to himself^ whiqh he expended either in the inor- 
dinate gratification of his personal wants, or 
^quaadered )»way in gamblings The pvinoipal 
:stepp«frt of the men ft>r several days was the sugar- 
pme produced in the i^land^ which was served out 
id them three times & Wee]^ . but it afforded a v^ry 
inadequate subsistence for Europeans; and as 
tbeve f^peiemsd no prospect of amendment itk their 
situation^ they naturatty became disheartened. At 
first their discontent was sho^nm by 6omplaibts and 
paurmurings only, but these were speedily followed 
by a ♦ spirit of tttter insubordination; and they 
finaliy refosed' to go tfai*<mgh the necessary ex* 
erdise6> or to coaiply with any kind of discipUoe. 
/At this crisis our admiral not only refused to allow 
^ny of liis officers to proceed upon a cruise, but 
denied tt^e famished troops a portton of the previa 
Ibions'With which his ships were literally oranlmed; 
aqd maiatained his obstinacy in the face of the 
piost urgeut remonstrances of ArisEdpadez and his 
poUeague. The generals then sent for me, and 
for another officer, au enterprisiiig and gallant 
yoang man> uamed Russell who commabded a brig- 
of-war, and urged us to get under weigh. Unknown 
to tfa^ ^admiral, and end^aypur to obtaiti some 
Teti*f either by capture, or by proceeding to An- 
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gostura^ and representing the case to the Congress^^ 
who^ it was hoped^ might not have < expended the 
whole of their portion of the recent prize-mpoey. 
As they undertook to be answerable for the cqn^ 
sequences of our disobedience^ we complied ; but 
were noitso fortunate in oi^r exertions a&iy^^.dpi 
sirable in the way of capture ; while the latter al^^ 
temative proved a forlorn hope^ as we had.antiiein 
pated. We only succeeded in taking aJsi^aU; 
schooner laden with provisions^ and having ^bouti 
14^500 dollars on boards belonging io th^ masteji^ 
who wa3 bound for M aracaibo^ then in possession 
of the Royalists. On the other hand> our appli- 
pation to the [government proved fruitless^ as it 
alleged its own wants to be so pressing as to pre- 
clude compliance. With the small wlief, there- 
fore, obtained from the captured schoonery^we , 
returned to Margarita> and found affairs in a much 
better state than when we quitted it The admiral, 
who had come to his s^isies, began to see that he 
might get into some disreputeby his obstinacy; and 
had advanced a sum of money from his own purse, 
and supplied the brigade with necessaries, which 
being now disciplined, marched from Pampatar to 
Juan Griego, for the purpose of embai^kation eavly 
in the month of July, and was soon got on board 
the fleet. 

The troops, at length having plenty of every 
article which they required, were in the highest 
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'statfe-df ekMlat^tioti ; 6ager for the opening of the 
(iilnjiaign; 'aiid fdl of' confidence iti' their ultimate 
sliccJ6tes. ; We nbw; therefore, only Waited for the 
iiative forces of Margarita to join, when intrigae 
attd jeUldttSy, thfe predominant evik 6f the Vene- 
ztie^tt' gbvernmetit, and the general hinderance 
:f:o its ^ cfffective operations, occasioned a serious 
'dii^ttte^* bfetween fee generals Arismendez and 
lj^dfentettti> which threatened to render nugatory 
tfi'6 ex]^6i3e of rausii^ these long-expected and^ 
de^ra%le ailJcilferi^s, as well as make usfetess the 
strbtig desit^e ihfey evinced ^to signalise themselves 
ittiike feetrifc* in which they had engaged. 

>^;^^hen^^R>^ lip the idea of taking the 

j^oop^ f ftised by General English with him to New 

[Greriada, Oeiiei*al Arishiandez, being the senior 

Jofficfer 'by' mahy yeirs, was, appointed by the 

' Corigi'ess, T^ith the sanction' of the president, to 

! the sole and undivided cotnfmart d of them. It now, 

howfeter, appeared that (reiieral Ordenetta; who 

^aspired to this cbmniandy^ had prevailed upon 

Bofivur to deSpatdi him to Margarita, in opposi- 

ti-efe'to ihfe vote of thef Congress, to take the im* 

mediae cdnimaiid of the legion, subject to the 

torders of Arismendez, who was yet acknowledged 

tbeM^peribir. The latter, on the other hand, very 

naturally wished to retain his post, and his unli- 

ViiVt0A ibfluence with the Margaritanians, who could 

'ne^W be brought to leave the island without 
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their idolized chief, made it dangerous and impO* 
litic to supersede him, Ftom his extreme popu- 
larity he could not only have withdrawn the 
islanders from the campaign ; but as every one df 
them w'ould have participated in his quarrel, arid 
cheerfully died in his defence, he cotild Have 
driven the Republicans froin the place wife'eaSc}, 
had he been so inclined. It was, therefore, of th*6 
highest importance to government not to irritate a 
leader so formidable / but the envy and atebitiod 
of Urdenetta would not permit hini to remain 
second in rank. He therefore! assumed a positive 
tone, and asserted his right to the supreme com- 
mand under the orders of Bolivar, and ordfef*ed 
. the veteran Arismendez to get the hatives ready 
for embarkation ; but as the latter, eitlier by, com- 
plying with this 01* any other prd^r, Wquld have 
been submittitig to the assumption of what he 
deemed his undoubted right, he did hot care to 
aid the exfettiohs of another, Urdenetta then 
represented, that Arismendez had harangued his 
troops to produce a contrary effect } and on this 
allegation he founded his Justification for adopt- 
ing the strong measure of making the latter a 
prisoner. Whether this representation was trufe, 
or whether the people of Margarita acquired in- 
formation of the intentions of Urdenetta from 
other sources, is uncertain, although the latter is 
most probable ; but they certainly flew to arms in 
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opposp^tion to hiiii^ whfle we were lying at Juan 
Gvi/^go, .and. speedily took the mountainous pass 
leading theaee to Panipatar ; but here the mischief 
eadeji- 

I^n t^9 mean time^ thesct. demonstrations . of at- 

tac^ent only vendered^ Urdenettai the more de* 

terQiiQed to gain his point $ and he resolved to 

i\ ca,\ise his unsuspecting opponent to be arrested^ 

ilpoa charges • of treasonable disobedience to the 

ordars pf the president, and pf endeavouring to 

e%(Aie the tiative forces to mutiny. In pursuance 

t>f thesQ intentions he formed a plaii to have him 

secretly oonveyed to Angostura, to take bis trials 

by which means he otlculated upon securing to 

himself the active command* General Valdez^ a 

creature of Urdenetta's^ was accordingly employed 

to execute this plbt^ which was communicated to 

no one but himself ; aild in pursuatice of his in- 

structioufit be proceeded directly in a man*of-war's 

boat^ with orders from General English to form a 

strong detachmenj; from a brig-of-war the same 

evei^faig, and to land them, under the command of 

a field-officer. These orders, the object of which 

yUAs not communicated, were implicitly dbeyed j 

and the^en being landed, were marched, headed 

I by ^igor Davy ^^ to the house of Arismendez, which 

' they surrpunded. long before day-break. The 

■ genera] had but very shortly before retired to rest, 

: hdving bad a party of friends to supper the pre« 
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ceding evenings when Valdez and some people of/ 
his own entered the chamber^ and made hiin pri-| 
soner. So little respect was paid to hiijoi in jthej 
execution of this scheme, that he M[as actually hwfJ 



ried on board a vessel, in order to be sent to ^n-j 
gostura, three hundred miles up the river^ Oriijoco,) 
without being allowed time to dress hixnsely 

The result of this bold manoeuvre^ howpvpr, 
proved as contrary to , the expectations of tjrdeT 
netta, as injurious to the interests of the country. 
That leader had indulged the most sanguine hopes 
that he should at le^t succeed in destroying the 
reputation of his rival ; but he was severely dis- 
appointed. The tJongress, after a mipute exa-* 
mination of the charges brought against the ve- 
teran general, declared their perfect conviction of j 
his innocence, and of the malicious motives | 
which had suggested them. He was not only ho- ; 
nourably acquitted, but at the next meeting of the i 
Congress, elected their vice-president) without a 
single dissentient voice or murmur. 

The (country suffered a great loss in being de-. 
prived ^of the services of Arismendez as com- 
mander of the expedition. The first movements 
of the campaign showed how much, in every mi- 
litary requisite, Urdenetta was his inferior ; to 
whose want of firmness and decision, together, 
with a total absence of foresight-^to use the very 
mildest terms for his conduct— may justly be . 



IN COLOMBIA. 65 

\ attrit)Aiycl a part of tlie many circumstances which 
* cottfepflfed to prolong the wary and give incalcu- 

^ rADy'*ailVanl%es' ^ the en^y. The force was 
aiSD 6onsiderabIy diihihished^ and subjected to 
irfkny 'pi^vatiohs, owing to the removal of Aris- 
ilienclez: for as soon as it became known to the 
natives of Margarita tnat their general was ar- 
rfeisteii! and'forced off to the capital for trialJand 
that the command had devolved upon Urdenetta, 

/every inah who had volunteered to serve with 



j> the British^ amounting to about 800^ desertedJ with 
the exception of not quite 300 inferior troops, 
and none of the inducements so alluringly held 
fortt could induce a single one of them to return. 
The {immense supplies which Arismendez could 
have commanded in that part of the country to 
i which the expedition was destined, were also all 
losj^ and Urdenetta possessed neither the means 
nor the inclination to make an adequate compen- 
sation. However, as the latter had for the pre- 
sent settled affairs to his own satisfaction, imme- 
diatecprders were given for our sailing. We ac- 
• cordingly /got under weigh \)n the morning of the 
14th of July^ and proceeded directly for Barce- 
lona, a town of some importance on the Spanish 
Main> the attack of which was to form the first 
object of our expedition, after being joined by 
the native forces of Venezuela. The leading 
officers of tiie division were Urdenetta as first in 

VOL. I. F 
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V 

Qe^evfl Eqgliisfi I'et^ng the compiaDd qf bis qwi| 
trppp§, ^n4 Colopel IVfonfills ac^ng {^ jf*/^ d^ 
fi^tadQ Cchief of fte pt^ff) tp Urcjeiietta, (G^en^rol 
I[r4^nf;tt^ a|i4 Co)ppe| Mpptilla are native^ pf 
§Qut)i 4>n6i^ip3r Va|dez is a Spaniard. 

^r4f ne^ }§ the £fon pf a hacienda^ ok faf^er^ 
Tfhp Uve4 m )f^^ may \^e iejviei efi?y circflip- 
s|:apQps. Wbfift ftp i^vplntipn wag ip its iflfanpy, 
])$l joiped tbe itandard pf his copntry^ and soop 
afler beipg placp4 ^^^f>V fte ipimediate conupap4 
pf BoUvftr, frpnj Ws pompjyipg and jp^rigping 
4i|pDsitipp sopn becwp onp P^W greatpst %- 
ypftri^Sr Thi? ?t^tioP \\9 |J^ ever since majpr 
gained, ppj? i^^p jikejy tq Ipse it^ as tjiere ^pe fe^ 

inea |p t^e ^^^publip more active in in|trigue pr 
4<»tpSfiu§ 'm t^g g^ifem^pt fif p^ ppifit tb^p 
hiip^^, pr that y^a PQ pnhp^ijatingly eptej- into the 
yiewg pf any p^j^^pn ^jrhp is^ by tj^e p^ptnafing t^de 
of popftWify, temporarily in ppssesjsiop pf the pin- 
rmk of f WWeRcg! ?P ^\s fepUity l|p per|?ap§ evpp 
§qp^i; Sant^pdef, pf w{tom I fh^U havp pccaeipn 
tp ppeajt l^re^fter. With piuch shrewdpe^s an4 
8ag5|pity? ftnd ^ pstPi^ disposition to flea} in pjot? 
WMfih Feqftire art fffld decep^pn in their e? epujion, 
s^^ reward fpr Jh^jr con^pletion, he is deep jq 
W» 4fiSigps» pspning jn tbeij: pj^pipotipn, apd |-e- 
iporseless w| to tl^f ir pperatipn. Stndippsjy cau- 
tious ^ to the line of cppduct be phppld seem to 



&t]\ow, fie kepps the high rQa4 to hiip$elfj, and 
directs his colleagues to the paths ' of difficulty. 
di^gr»Qe, and danger. Posgpsifiip^ ^e pu^j^rsfrd 
^DQers and address of a gentleman, but totally 
devoid of the honourable principles whjcH |)eJong 
tq the character, he assumes the semblance of can- 
dowr> uprightness, aiid jsincerity, without a spark 
of apy pn^ of thos? qualities. Concealing the cold- 
bloodpd> plotting designer beneath thp disguise 
of frailness £^nd openness of demeanpfirj^ he worniGf 
ilfm^elf ypith incq^ceivs^ble cqq|n^j^s and address 
into t|i^ ponQ4^nce of thos6 whq^ destruction he 
i^ all tl^g iirhile meditating. H^ h^ ap uncpnqiier- 
ab|p dislike to tlie Ijnglistj, KF^iclj he has carried 
30 far as to ?npf}r the risk of injuripg hi^ country 
§Qd thp f ficred cause in whicli they wer^ mutually 

?P^^ff!^? ^?4 ^^ English, in return, ^^^ ^by nq 
fi^af^ yef y partial tq l^irn. TJiat be is a brave 
xs^ cannot |^e disputed, but ^ want of (Experience 
ig fq}lit^J t^ctics^ and other defects, render him 
i||jifit fpr fmy command beyond th^t of p; band of 
Cr^erjUas. Bdiiv^ has rewarded him with the 
distinguished rsiplc of captain-general \ how hf has 
earned this distinction by his niilitary services will 
in %p sequel be seen. 

G^n^ra] Vald^f^z is,a tyranqic^, despotic^ blop(j|r 
tl^ijpty njofister, wjioge ferqcfpu^ deed^ ]^^ ^ii»cg 
9M9q4 his S9^p^94}e^ ^1 Pp»g?6S9j M » FfiH? 

F ^ 
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mander he is haughty^ insolent^ oVer-bearin^> and 
ignorant. 

Colonel Montilla is a worthy man, a branrie solu 
dier^ and an accomplished gentleman. H^: ha^ 
made the tour of Europe, is familiarly acquainted 
nfrith the principal living and dead languaged^atid 
possesses considerable tfaedretical and pvkettciaA 
experience as. a military officer. He is too' tie^ 
served to, be companionable, and partakes ttither 
largely of the sullen pride of the old Castilian;, 
but hfe^ otherwise a world of gdod qualiti^. It is 
hardly reasonable to expect that, surtoUndbd by 
such men as Urdenetta, Valdez, and Santander^ 
he isbould efsc^e ptrsecvution; his very • virteefc 
alone rendered him aa object for tfaeit* malevolent 
attacks* By the former he was accused ofiUreaoh* 
ery to Bolivar, and in consequence was dbliged 
to quit the country. After remaining for a time, m 
disgrace, the ^^ Libertador " being by some chasoe 
convinced of his innocence &nd rectitude, reoaHod 
and restored him to his lost rank. He is' now r a 
general officer, and much and deservedly * re- 
spected by all classes, but particularly by the 
English residents. — ^ 

General English was an Irishman, as weremost 
of the officers of the brigade. As an officer he 
was destitute of energy, and experience ; aS' a 
man he was gei^erous and open-hearted. AU^th^t 



i 
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can be said of him in reference to liis conduct ^ 
commander of the British legion is, th^t he mis- 
took bis profession, for which indeed he was phy- 
skaliy unfitted. 

•Ota the 16th of July we. arrived off Barcelona, 
iwhich stands about nine miles up a small river na- 
Hrrgable only by small craft, on a. plain bearing the 
same flame. At the entrance of this river stands 
tfce MotO; a lofty hill in the exact form of a sugar- 
fcaf, extremely well fortified, and mounting very 
h^vy artillery. This fortification commands the 
mouth of the river, and the whole of the anchorage ; 
and' at this time contained a garrison of 1300 men. 
Four miles to the windward of the fort is a long 
nanrow sand-bainki united to the main land and 
stretching nearly acrosi^ the river. It is in many 
places perfectly dry at ebb-tide ; and has seldom 
more than four or five feet of water on it. The 
fleet ' brought up. about a quarter of a mile to lee- 
ward of the bar ; and the troops were landed at 
an Indian village,' named Pozuela, two leagues 
and ai half from Barcelona, Vhere the enemy's 
piquets had been posted ; but had retired on our 
approach, with all the inhabitants, in the greatest 
aJatm. ^ 

' At noon on the ITth, the {disembarkation was 

t^ompleted, and the native troops having joined 

' IB, the division formed in the order of itiarch; the 

cavalry, which was dismounted, under a very 
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t)rave M JtitelHgent offider, tJbioHfel ^tbpfo^H ,' 
the infabtry tiiid^f Colofael Blo^sett, \vhd i^d 
equally trave ktid fekilfui ; and the artillfery iiiidet 
the gallant Colonel Woodberry ; the l-eniainddl-, 
a mixed force of iidtivfeg knd d Gerttidh rifife corps 
which had fiteviously beeii under his command^ 
were led by Colbtiel tJslar, a fitie old Itahdveriari 
\^eteran, whbse steiidy courage and militaf-y ability 
could not be exceeded.* 

(i^hen the division had all got ashore^ the shlp^ 
sailed direictly foi- the MorO;^ which Had hot stciwii 
any disposition to oppose oiir entt-ahce to tne liver, j 
and after an hbUr's cantioiiading^ I Was ordered by 
ihe admiral, whd as usual had kepi cautidusljf iri 
the reiir, to accompanj^ a body of seamen ashore, 
as a storming part^nder the command of Captain 
Chitty. The plabe was carried without tlie loss bt 
a iiian; and now fbllowed the horrible necessity of 
withessitig the general massacre. This was the 

*, Tfahl gallaiit offieer )ia3. beei) taken prisoner in March, 18-19; 
by General Morillo, who b^d, with his accustomed s^verlty^ 
confined him within th^ walls of Porto Bello> and compelled 
him to sweep the streets dail^, with chains upon different 
phttk of his body weighing nearly one hundred weij^ht He 
was kept in this situation tiH the armistice completed by BoliFdr 
with the Spanish general in 1820, when it was agreed, as ^ per- 
gonal fa^biii' lo the president, that he should, be set at liberty, 
which wa^ done in the early fiart of 1821. He was tMh illadfe 
coknel bf the f^enadier guards \ which iriiik>I bMfeve^.lie stil) 
retains, bat merely holds it; in the hope of get^mg hi^ .claims 
lipon the government ^schairged^ wnicE lias not yet bebii done. 
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Ifir^t sceHfe of cdbl-blodded Slduglitei* Mi I Mfl 
^^^ever ^itiiessedll it was feijiialljr stratige lb' takHj 



others; and a very terrific orife it ^^\ TUii 
gpamalfds, wlib HSd hkhkved trith ^eat ^Mh 
y had no sodiiyf sUireiiflferedy thati tlfe 
Inatives, who had accohiJ)anled di^; Kg^aii theif 
'milrderous work ; irid it wai^ cdntihued ^Hthdut in- 
letmissioii^ until ^Vei^ iddividtiSl of the ehtil^6 
iM Wks d^spatfched. Myself arid the Vlidlfe bf 
the firilish kept alodf frdiil thii^ spfe6tS61l %k triiicH 
y possible, aiid did liBi ihtei-f^^te afte'J tH6 cbI6ut^ 
of the fort wel-e striick ; but it ^as iinposiJlblfe to 
^^Void seeing fiie efrecti 6f M feiifeMy, aiid m 
sight bf' so iiiany mutiiated crd^tUrfes, scfine df 
whom sWl writiied ifa the agoriifes of d*^fetiJl i their 
groans, the tdrrerits of blodd fiiiliili^ oH slU ^id6i^, 
Ihe shbdts of ttie inurilferei-s, dHd llleii^ tt^on-Iite 
/appgarahbe as they slidbd b'^ei^ the Bikngled fi^r- 
Kasses, covered with htifnan gort!^ ib^fethi^i' "Milfii 
tHe hedrt-piefcing crife^ for tnei^cy bf tlidsy ivKB 
still lived, so shocked and clii^^ilsted hi^; thdi 
sidceried at the appalling scene I Ifeft tHb pldce, 
and ^eiit mst&iitly bil Bbard; fetid I bdifefe ffeVr Bf 
the British who witnessed thesb hori'ol'^, any mdrfe 
than myseif, thought bf eatiiig for at Ifedst two or 
three days. I rfeceived d SeVerfe repiririidnd, Ak 
Sid iriy tjrothei^ officers, ind this sfeameii, fbr libl 
^iiaVirig t&kfett ^a active part in thfp slanghtfei-; 
±MM SfeoH; atid ^(tti^eclttentt^ efenefEl mm^ 
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Betta> botlir informed asi^ til^t aavtre hft^ P4teT^ii 
the s€arivicQi rof Veneduela^iVre w^roexpQCjteflijtq 
confonH'to itsiusages { wdi in future^ iUi^y mi^$jted 
.on«ow.pai}aQDalshar(9 qf; putting tbe pnsoii9Fa„tp 
deathi r iWeimftde no reply.; but . I baK^Y/ei aUi^pt 
wardly. resdiyed never to.ii;4>ey apy i3adi-pr4er^,|,,i 
Tke weakness and military inefficiency of lUfn 
denettai. were now first : manifested* . Ifie AlqrQ. 
beings taken,. the«e was nothing to prevent hi/9jjinr 
Buedinjt^ advmiceita the ftttaQk: of th^ ,city> wb^^jby 
he would batv/Q^qaptur^d^ the whole for^Q, then fix 
it, Yflmh m«$t -^have . bpen destroyed; i^, cji^cum-i 
stance of^jnuqh coi««quep(;e in a w^ of exte^ir- 
natum... He^ however, thopght il; ^leces^jajfy^in jthe 
first , in$ta«icley. tOf c^ep^bark ail ^thp. . §ixrpov|njde r^ ; 
and waited >at: lElqttw\f^y w^l the fl^t cpiUd return 
to himifromiith^iifw^rW compliance, with his .re- 
quQBti {tori'the ladmirtd :fpr that purppse. Aftf iT 
w»stipg}fthft whol^dAy And nigh^ in landipg tl}^^^ 
9» pv^yr pers^ ^ujt himseJ^T had Ibresee^ ilf w^ 
ibiwd that^they could not. be conveyed acrpsa the 
heavy mpmsses the army had to march thraugb^ 
into which the soldiers sank kq^erdeep . at every 
stiMe... :iMneh time and: immense labour were 
eiacpteLd^din fruitless attempts to forward thoDa, 
nntil the» mea a|>pointed to the task bepame cqm^ 
pletely exhausted^ and they were ultimately 
left on. the beaeh, . und^r a si^altern's . ^nard 
^fiinativios^ . lit . had iprevionsily' been^delermipi^d^ 
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that a party of seamen should be sent ashore to 
assist in conveying these guns over the marshes^ 
as also to work them afterwards^ and to aid^in any 
othet-way^ which the general might deem necessary. 
3!irrfee hundred men had been despatched from the 
ishipsj consisting principally of my own crew; of 
I whfch body; anxious to get out of the reach of the 
adt<A4'aIj I' made all the intercession in my power to 
obVahd ' the command^ and much to my satisfaction 
siicCeededf^ I was indticed to court this opportu- 
i^y^ ''^y a Cbnviction that little good codd be done 
by ^ny officer under such a man as Brion, even in 
abtive iieiritie j while the chantce would be still 
in6re slender with the fleet in a state of idleness. 
As air^iidy observed, my party was knocked up 
atthfe oriiet, by their laboirious endeavours to for- 
ward the ^ix-pounders ; and some few of them 
wer^ in consequence obliged to be left behind. 
Luckily 1 did not want for voluntftei^s' to makeup 
the hunkber; and although, from iiie cau^s just 
assigned, we were no longer reqqiri^d td work 
the grins, Urdenetta ordered us to accompany the 
army as a storming party. 

(fw e ttiarehed all night across the swamps) which 
wis a work ' of indescribable labour ; and abQut 
day-li^t on the 18th, reached a na(Prow wood-built 
bridge, thrown across the river directly in front 
of the city. We had advanced close along the 
i^argittof theriver^ expectiog to encounter some 
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pil:juets ; {hat we only discovered a small |)arty 
just as we came in sight b'f some large and well- 
constructed barracks oii the Same side of the river i 
with ourselves^ near thfe bridge. These men had' 
been left behind by the orders bf the Spanish' 
cdmmandant, to cut away the arches bf the bridge^; 
m order to impfede all inimediate pursuit df th^ih 
in their retreat. They had finished theil' task, 
and upon seeing us fled dfcross the bridge by the . 
assistance of rbpes attached to it fbr the purpose ; ' 
and which they but lipoh gaining the bther side, j 
We Were tidw at a loss how to J)roceed ; fbr we ' 
had nothiilg: wherewith to repair the bridge ; and in 
the bourse of our march had dhly Seen a few Iiidian 
huts, thihly scattei*ed along the river) from i^hich 
every thing likely tb aid us had fceen reinovea 6t 
btirnt. General Urdenetta ordbi-ed ine id tdke 
me seamed forward, dnd ehdeavbut- to make the 
bHdge j^iassable iti the best inanner we ivfere ablb, 
th^ • river being tod deeb fbi* the army to ford. 
We afccordingly fepaired tb tHe spot, atid /fl^t- 
ceivifeg i very old womistn bti the dpposlte side bf 
the riyer, peeping at us with much curiosity frBin 
behind ati old boat, 1 Hailed hbl-, and requested 
that she would ptbcurb ^i Some tabotos.Ji({ SHe 
affectbd iibl tb kridw where slriy ^6rb to be had ; 
out upon throwing KfeV (ivbr a cdu|ile bf dbll^lt^ 
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* Strong ropes made of cow-hide, very ingeniously and 
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and jprdniisid^ her inore if she feiltjfceed^d, She 

; Started off in feeafcH ; and in about half tn hoiir 

I tfetarned with a youiig HA&ri dHviiig a rfirfe with an 

i abnnttarice of the article re^uit-ed. On pierceiting 

\M tti6 ydtitig maii fifed; btlt thb old T^biiian re- 

liiaiiled to blsiifai hfel- probiised textrard; By ihe 

/ ihean$ of the estbolos Wtl Wete enabled to strongly 

\ sfecftfre the partljr Sfepdrateft timbers of th6 bridge 5 

aid rfemovirig kll the doots df the bdirgickk; and 

etery thing we could disdbvef likely l;0'bi^ ilst- 

vibeable^ -ifre feudceeded iil the cdiistfubtldii bf & 

platform oyer the space formed by thfe gtitite fcf- 

' ^oval at \h6 ceffrtre arfch; acfdsS wiriehr the trobps 

defiled In j^ferffect iikfety> — • . 

y.^ (lJ|J6ii enterih^ th6 citjr we fbtmd' it qtiite fle- 

'^ Serted; ttot a smglfe individual Ms to b^ ^een^ 

Save the did woman who had shplpli^ uS with^ the 

fckbolos^ who inarched triumphailtlj" ttt buf* heiad, 

; fefdpiping kt evdry teii paces tb ask ft)!* her rfei^nf. 

Hie Spaniards had fled with thfe utiniost j^recipi^ 

Moil iri thb ditection of Caracbds, mos« bf ihe 

inkbitdtib fdllbwlHg ' th^th ; while Sbtfae of the 

iiipi^rior familieig had rSfialred for temporary 

siifelter i^ the woods; iihtil the dariget fehdold havfe 

stibsided. 't^roin the state in i^rhich #6 fotfftd tHS 

city, it fcbtild nof Kare been left iiidre tKaii three 

b^ Ibht- houfs- Not a single* article df ^f&pmf 

X Haid kpjiaretitly been teihdved; evetjr ihikg rb- 

te&nett as if thb liihibitalits had juSt ^biie biit fbr 
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aa airing ; the fires were uae3iting<aisbedy aind the 
Kghts^ still buniiug. In the houise in which « I took 
up my q«iarter6> a piano and two gtritesrwert left, j 
witii pieces of music strewed around; as if the! 
intelligence of our approach had changied the iMtes I 
of harmon;f into the accents of terror ahd des^iMr/ 
It was therefore sufficiently evident> that if iihe 
attack had been naade on the preceding evenin^y 
the whoie of' the' troops in the town^ amounting' to 
upwards of two'tirousiandmen, arms, ammunition^ 
baggage, horses, and mules, must inevitably* have 
been captured. - 

Our possession of the city was' follofwed by 
another act of imprudetice,' which w^Dild have 
been unpardonable iin the youngest offioet'Of the 
division. When we enter ed^Bardelona jk abounded 
with wine ahd spirits, and it did not require even 
ordinary penetration to be quite oertaiti of ^tke 
effect -the unlimited use of these would have upon 
tsten who were fludbed with their easy conquest, 
and dated with the idea they had formed of the 
dreaid entertained ef thenr by the enemy; > To 
prevent drunkenness on this occasion would )iave 
been easy, for there were excellent barracks^ suf- 
fiicien% commodious to lodge the division com- 
folt^ably ;' and as the river, situated between tbem 
and the ,€ity> was too deep to foe forded, a gueLrd 
plaeedat the bridge might ^ve kept the Mhole 
of them out of the latter, /llhis was pcnnted lOUt 
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;to*Ui^ubtta by ©eMm EngHsb^ but he n«- 
- gleotedlto. profit by .the remark^ and > ini tless thaa 
tthrefe hour&'ikeare was riot a sober individuajl in the 
: entire! i division ; so that when the time eam^ for 

mounting ^tfae piqitetsi^ a »afficienl niimber of men 
: coiild tfot be Ibuivl who were sufficiently in their 
* s§tijs0$)t)o comprehend what was required of them ^ 
/Here< th^n wd^s a situation for an armj^ and that 

army the principal^ indeed the sole depandenoe onf 
n^n) which: Vi?iiie«uela could, reist her hopes of Jiberty !/ 

Eveiry man in^ a state of inebriation^ incapable o£ 

the least defence, ^and within a few miles of: the? 

tmy, whQ might har^e d^hi$d m among \is, with- 
therpossibilityof our gaining information of 
/their approach for want of piquets; and ha¥^ 
' slaughteltTed the whole of us^> Moreover^,' how easyy 
while ihiiQuiiprepfered, would it hav* been for tthe 
persons ieftin thei^oods, close to the cityy who 
now began fe creep in a few at a time, to ^give 
the Spaniards notice (Jf it. (After three days of 
umntei-rupted riot- and: debauoheryi the -^gteneiral 
b^ame alarmed ' for his otfn^^iety» and adapted 
the J)lan» before sjaggested; but it was then too 
lateto{>reseiVe the town, and the health of -the 
dkisionr To iatOQ^ication had suceeeded pbmderj 
aad'*destruotion: of property of everv kind; ihe 
>ir«^al .hauaes .were sfeo™ of ereVy p«rtaUe 
aiirtidle df Ihe least \Blue ; and pits werei dugj 
ioto nrhidi' they weird indis«rimi»ltely thiK>wD> and 
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bfi to rot ; the p^rjies who had thw pf»|Qei^e4 
t^iefii haviag been too mttclf inebriated |x> ojlow 
them to rejanember the site of their hoard when 
ijobei;^ 

. I ei|jerj;e4 myself to the utpaost to keep my ov?n 
m^p p^r^y free from these excesses; andalthpugh 
\^y pp mefins aq easy task with sailors, by remon^ 
s^ratiog wit|i t|iem oa this danger whkh they, iu^ 
currod by purspiqg an opposite CQupse^ I sifcceedefif 
tqlprably welL | ¥)^as assisted in tliese remonr 
i|$raQO|ss hy Qp]|eral ^pglish ^nd his pflScer^ ; 
whic)i> liow^ver^ inig)>t ^^t have ppi|ipletely suf- 
fiped wiAoi)!; tbp pqiiisIiflQiei^t of a fia^y of ihe> p^Q^e 
early tra^sg^essorSj w|iom I }iad dipped in H^fi 
xiyef ^i}j:il thpjr werp sobered ; ^Rd ^tp^wards put 
iiftp irpB?^ ift TvWeh ^ey i^epe exppsed tq the g{i^ * 
ef t^e rpst ; ai» exliibilipP tlja^ pppra^ed strofjgly 
on th{^ Ibphplder ifi repres^fpn ojE ^i^y^ilar fn^iscr^;- 
tiBn. I was ucffv ^Iso pa}led upon tp qpforce the 
H^rderisf of Uvdenetta^ by a^resti^ f^e i}i|qi0rous 
Bpr^^. of the splcfiery v^p wej^ pqatji^uaUy p^. 
m^g the street?, aft4 ponyc^ying fheij^ pver tlue 
l^fvpr tp ^ barfaoks, from whjcf} I prevented their 
{Petiim^ ):)y {facing ^ strong guard pi| ^he bridge;; 
pntU they ^er^ re^j;oi?ed tq fe^^pon. Wit^ j^e 
pprson^l ai4 of Gei^ejjaJ JEfi^^ish, anid thp qffcp}5§ 
pf ))is legioq> jJl this was ha|>pily effefitpd } effx^- ifl 
tw« days tjie jtnen returaqc} to tfepir dflly, altho^gji 
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fiafcfjpflfi i^ a Ifofg^ town, jni^ftrly bujlt, aad 
pq^tessing ii^t fe^ attrapt^ons. I^s pqpi^ation wa!^ 
y0fy pufperQO^ b^fpfe'the yfBx of ^a^rpuaatioii ; 
an4 W^ny pprspns of qpn£ij4erab|p if ealth cpiitiimp4 
^ re]si4e liiecQ up jto fhe #gip qf i^ de^ertiqi) 
Ijy^^^pflfii^r^Sj '^* %y 1^P»» re^re4 tp C^ 
rt«?ca^> Fbpfe .^hejf h*¥# m^^ rup^d. The 
Gf%4rrt is a yefy It^rg^ buijdipg* M ftesft 19 
Bpthing fitrijiing iij its fiiften!*! SPPP«}»a«Pfi except 
ite b\kq. TJ»P WpWtectftrp is ru4e, 4»4 of no 
pfirjieul^r style j m »bftP^ it was pngip^y 99 
pWongf §a»aFe J l>Mt ^wp wings liftving (igeq siqg^ 
ft44fld to it, oi|fi pn^^h si4e, it flftw presents the 
f^arm p£ ^ €»)§§. ft is tiefury in ife ooi»stractipB, 
^A^ -witbptft tb? lesift lu|E7»ony of pjMrtsj buj; tlip 
iiatpFiop, Vl»»f»^ Ww tP *»»¥» bWfl lPflderpiae4, 19 

very rH*|y ^ liP»irtif»Uy fiwifW«ie»tP4, wd be^is 

some Besp|«l4<wf5P ^fftfee M¥»#t«B »t York, aithdugb 
luorB captclpM?. The jteP«R!^|iQ»5 were splen4i4i 
imi i^e ^ate, pf yWpH tljfere iraa n f «fit quaptity, pf 
the wost ittW«iy^4epojpipj4ftn. tikp tb# gener^tjf 
of £ipanisbrbuilt towpsf therf is %phia, or sqnarp, 
in the centre of Barpelqn»> froof wbiph the atr0^ts 
bF8n<Jh a| rigbt 8flgl#9. Tp wm ^ tb^« *bei!e 
are no tiiQcpagh^^re^ ; If^Ip ptjiers lead to tb^ 
various r0a;ds cut tfefpufh #6 t¥c!f and high 

Wusbweod w^iob sprcfiwid? ^p pityi^ rm^ 
noles. ' 
In the cttbedral wq foiwd «9 wm ^^n m 
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cottid be crammed into it, loudly invoking mercy? 
through the medium of their patron saints^ which, \ 
it scarcely need be added, are very numerous. ; 
Eiacl)i^christian name(nas its own peculiar object of . 

r 

adoration, represented by a little silver image | 
about ten or twelve inches in length, and to these [ 
the women repair to invoke and supplicate. All \ 
their thoughts and inclinations are unfolded tot 
them ; and on their birth-days they decorate them | 
with silk dresses, ornamented \nth gold lace, audi 
such precious stones as they can command. These ^ 
women had been shut up by the orders of the 
Spanish governor, who would not permit them 
to follow the army. At first they were so timid as 
to fly like hares whenever they saw any of the : 
Ei^lish ; but a little time convinced them we were 
not quite so shocking as we had been represented 
to them. These women soon found an opportunity 
to inform all whom they could find in the woods of 
the fair treatment which they experienced, smd 
numbers came daily flocking in from their sylvan . 
retreats) who were chiefly of the middle classes^ 

It is astonishing to conceive what an effect had 
been produced on the minds of these weak deluded 
people,{6y the grossly deceptive descriptions of. 
the priesthood/ The preposterous ideas which 
they bad b^en led to form of the English almost 
surpass belief. )I%ey had been taught to regard . 
us as savages and cannibals, who would roast tiiem ^ v 
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before large fire3i and cut the flesh reeking from 
their bodies^ while yet alive, to devojir. When 
^e first made efforts -to establish a friendly un- 
deijstanding with them, m^ny were observed to 
walk round the men^ and cast very scrutinising 
iQok^ ^t t^^> ^ if searching for something which 
th4ey had be§u taught tojaxpect tp find. On being 
q^e$tipRed on the sulgect^ they informed us that 
theip wQrthy pastors had assured tbem^ thai nature 
had been so bountiful as to furnish us with -ttails^ 
like monkeys ; and they ej^pressed the greatest 
suj^^tise at their ^sence^ They were alao ied to 
believe, that our heads were 9unk ^bepeath our 
shoiilders> as low as pur bqi^ms. However, upon 
being; sat^sfii^d that we; ^ei*/^ i^eilher i^ headed 
npr sp tailedas.they had beeu indpic^d to imagine, 
a tolerably good, undersitanding, aibsifted between 
us ;duir}ng.pur,staiy ; but, it wa* seme-days bcifove 
they were quite 3ure that we woi^ not ilMeii 
,upon them,, as a portion, of ^ cwtomary : and &^ 
vourite foodp . . ' . 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Catheclral of Barcelona and Discoveries ttierein — St. Lawrence and 
hig vaHiabte A^pendi^— An^ of ihe liiHabitants at his 
Spoliation — Military Iiicapafcity' of General Urddiettar*-Crittcal 
State of the Spanish Forces under General Morillo— SuJflTerings 
bf the British L)egio!i, arid consequent Mutiny and Desertion— 
Barcdomt surprised by a Spanish t^orce in the Night-time-^ 
Repulse of the same — Injustice of Urdenetta to the Author and 
\ ^hother Officer-^tte-erhbarkatioh oi the Division for Cumana — 
fitrange MiamahAgekheiit bf Adsiiral Brion-^^eremonlous Naval 
Chace — Murmurs of the Seamen — Ironical Remark by the AUthol: 
reported "to Admiral Brion — Court of Inquiry. 

DtTRiHG the inebriated Btat6 of the isdldi^i-y, fears ; 
hutittg: beeii Mtl^Haided^ that the cathedral niight 
share ih the jfifetieral dfevtststation^ ft gttard bom- 

pmeA of the B^^meu wete ^l&c6d ov^r i|y ^ith 

erders i6 ^enni th^ Entrance ef all persl^Uis 
ekc^pt tte gen^rais^ the Md-officers ef the day^ 
and myself. The day after our arriVal^ OblOUel 
Blossett being field-officer on duty^ I accompanied 
him into the buildings that we might pass away the 
time in an examination of it at leisure, ^e had 
no sooner entered, than we discovered General! 
English very busily employed in taking down an/ 
ancient painting which was fixed in an iron framej 
to one of the walls near the altar. It represented^ 
a battle between the Moors and the Spaniards^ 



i just at the moment of vibto^ dedaring itself in 

I fftvbdr '6f the latter. Its beautibs were obscared 

'' by the bcctimtilated dirt pf ages i but thie geaeiul^ 

who was a connoisseur, thought thiAt if Hi eisloar 

tibUld b^ i-eiStbred it would be woHh i-emovin^ to 

; l^gMd, Viiibre its ahtiqnity and Value might be 

I dtily ttppredated. It Was aecordiiigly washed, and 

'thig colbiirs ap^i^ri&g- brilUokt, and id high }prBi 

sisrvatiOti, he resolved to shift it aS with others td 

Mis ^nt at Margtirita) 

.-the exampb having bieea thus set iis, it wiU 
hot b% ft subject fof slMf^H«% that we ibilowed iti 
Ad iidbil ks the ^mimi 'w«tit »ttt) ha^n^ ebtaiiidd 
the Assistance of anbihi^ «fBee^i ^e eommeiiced 9. 
i^^!^ar 6xamitiatioHi ^h!i altaf-pi<eee, {)brita7iti^ 
h\i% Ci^Hcifixi6n> w^ pHHtd ill d cbH«d ^me t^f 
ieltqtiisite Wt)rkBiatlshi{>> mA UbVerbd h^ ft Iair|r« 
Wiece ^f pilrple velvet, iedged vHift broleid gold iaee, 
pn tapt^ih^^ rbbnd itj w^ judged by the hbUowtiMB 

jof th& soiihd,that thi^i-e vefts a d«set b«httid itt dttd 
jcbhtiiittiti^ obi- s^atbh, wb fodtid three i|>i^i%4}^ti 

father clumsily attached to the frame, upett ths 
tedching of ivMbh thb alti^-pie<de flew open^ iand 
disclosed a i^pbcieiis tm^i filled With botes 
!6f various dimensions'. Goldnel B^bss^tt^ i>^ho 
t^bught tkftt thU app&t^At eottceaiment^ cott]iled 
ii^ith bib^r ittdicatibli»> implied tUe existetioe of a 
ihidden treasure, iiiimiddiat^ly jumped iAto the ro»^ 
:#ith suck vibUhci thbt myriads df spiders «nd aik 

03 
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etaormous cloud of dust came tumbling about his/ 
ears. After, shaking himself, to get clear of this 
disagreeaUe annoyance, he assiduously com* 
menced operations^ 

< ^ome of the boxes were about four feet square^ 
ouiers much larg^^ and the smallest were soi 
weighty^ that he could not remove them un-- 
assisted. By our joint efforts^ one of them wasf 
brought out and opened, the contents of whicl^ 
were golden salvers and knives^ aad massive 
goblets of the same metal. Another held a large 
number of crowns, similar in their general ap- 
pearance to the crown q( England, thickly studded 
with the topaz, ruby, emerald, and other stones. 
One of these was particularly handsome, which 
^^}4ptt caught up and exclaimed : ^^ See, here 's . 
a pretty thing 1 I wiU send it to my wife. Fine 
finish io a fuU idress, by Jove!" Our companion 
wanted it for the same purpose; but to me, who 
had; no wife to crown, it was of minor importance, 
and I left them to settle the point between them* 
selves/ 

\We replaced the boxes until night, by which 
time, our servants havii^ made bags out of the 
dresses of the saints, we had the contents of five, 
of them carried to our. quarters. General English, - 
when informed of our good fortune, came in for his 
share; and OeqeralUrdenetta took possesion of 
the remainder. In a niche we also found one of 
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;the most valaable relics of the place, at least to 
the monks. This was the body of a man of gigantic 
ilstatore, curiously preserved in a case with a glass 
cover. It wore a loose dress of white satin, in the 
Roman form, and round its neck was a golden 
collar of great weighty set with emeralds and 
pearls^ to which was fastened a chain of the same 
metal^ each link being elegantly chased. On its 
wrists and ancles were bracelets similar to the 
collar^ to each of which the chain was also fixed ; 
and a crown adorned its head^ whereon its name 
was enamelled at full length. This was shown by the 
priests as the remains of St Lawrence, the patron 
saint of the city, to whom the cathedral was dedi- 
cated. To him were all miracles a^scribed, and for 
him, and in his name, were all contributions levied ; 
and of the latter, he had by no means a few to 
account for. It is needless to say that his appen- 
dages were removed; but we carefully replaced 
the carcass, and quitted the cathedral, which was 
the next morning ransacked by the soldiery, who 
forced the guards, and despoiled it of every thing 
worth taking, and among the rest, I believe^ of the 
patron saints of the ladies^ 

'1?Ss might be expected, the natives were much 
exasperated at the spoliation of their cathedral. 
One old woman, at the head of about forty of her 
own sex, assailed me without mercy the day the 
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troops got in, and was particularly loud in her 
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i^mpl^inta pf ih? treatment of the patron saiittA 
f^Here!- she eisdMwed, f^tbey h^ve stripped j 
poop St. liawrence^ ^qd every body knoiifs tl»ftt b®; 
w^s ^ gQQ4 «l(l soldier !f^ f^ Very true/' replied 
m officer standing by, ^^ b»t you know tb»t aU 
$ioldier$ are liable to lose tbeir baggage in time of 
^wwr-" This silenced tbe fcnoient clame, althongb it 
failed to aatisly her ; b»t a yonnger female, whose 
fine dark eyes shot the fiercest flashes «f resent- 
ments md, with the most piquant indignatiwi 
<^ All ia true that qur padres (priests) have told us 
^ouf^erning the English, ei^cept that they hava ne 
tails 1'^ '^Uo not offend them," rejoined the o^ 
icer, ^^ or they may take possession of St. l^awr 
fenpe> 2is well as of his aPCQutrements/* This was 
fo^ongh j apologies were immediately offered ; the 
English w«re dee^red the best people in the 
9wHm and they went away rejoicing that the bones 
of the saint were still left them to adored 

The troops having been confined to the bai*- 
¥ftck§j^ and deprived of the means of getting mere 
spirits than were regularly allowed them, were 
gT*4u^Uy redUQed to order and subordination j but 

the constant idleness in whlPh they were allowed 

to remMn, wd the consequences that followed 
frow 4t, soon produped another eruption, 

The army, after their hasty flight, had hsltej} at 
Spirit*, a town about fifteen leagues distant Crow 
i^rqelona, where they fell in with ^ r^infqreejnent 



whifih hftd ljf>e« (Jespatcjied tP the r^lipf ftf Bftf- 
pelpo^ from C^raccas; so thfit th§ir f<tr9^ nciF 

sapoupted to about ^QCH) topn. To destroy these 
tFpops wfts pot orijy prftctipahle, but easy ; and it is 

searpe)y necessary to j^y bow b^pefipial finch an 

jicbieyenient wQpid b»YP proYftd to thp RepuWio. 
Hw§ ftp opportunity F88 offered tq Vrdenetta to 
{palEO ropajt^tion for hjs blunder, iw s^llowipg thew to 
«i8capo before, but he Pould ^ot be^preys>ile4 upon 

to wove, and excused bip^plf hy saying, that he 

expected every day to be joined by Qp^e|!al Ber'- 
wude? find his troops, pn whose ^\n^9A w attRck 
should be w^de. Such was tb^ reasoning of tbi§ 
insufficient left4er, ftt ^l flw^ent when it was not 

improbable tbat, tbe pwmy n^igbt autieipate \m 
in m ^ttftpk ; or if not, bfi C^^1ber oHt 9^ \^^ *'p«^<5h 

for every wppent of delay. By this protr^ctiop 
of Im ftdvancp, the city o( C^raccfts waS fpf that 

time lost to tbe liepwblici thp capturp pf vbicb, 

had it been effected, would baye ptricVoR terro)* into 
the Spaiiisb army, aB4 brougbt ti^g WV tP ft speedy 
termination. Tbis desirable copsuffflaatipn, by a 
series of cpingideat mpYejpents affloflg tlfe Inde- 
pendent leaders (at thjs tiwe an affair of po di(|S- 
cult aw?HJg6ment), niigbthave been easily effected, 
and it was quite ppsaible tp suryo^^d tbe wb9lp 
force of tiie epeipy and anilibilate it. Pfsfleral 
'Morillo, cpiumauding tbe Spanish troops, was 

alarmed ip tbe.higbgit ^egxep. ^^ sa\y, for the 
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first time, the whole of the Venezuelan frontier* 
threatened^ and found that he, had no longer toj 
contend with a body of natives, undisciplined andj 
ignorant of all the rules of regular warfare, but 
with an army of steady veteranj) whose skill and 
bravery were at least equal to those of his own 
forces. He perceived that the reports in circu- 
lation of increasing numbers, and the anticipation 
of the arrival of the Irish legion, together with the 
success of the British at Barcelona, had intimi* 
dated his troops, while they increased the confi- 
dence of his opponents ; all which made him at a 
great loss how to proceed. His own situation had 
also become one of peculiar difficulty and danger. 
He was then falling back on the plains of the Apure, 
from Achaguas, and endeavouring to concentrate 
the forces under his own immediate command, 
about Galoboso. Thus, fi'om his remoteness, he 
could not have afforded the smallest assistance to 
those at Caraccas and Spirita; for whose safety, 
as we afterwards learned from some prisoners, he 
was in the greatest apprehensions. To advance 
was impossible, as he had not a week^s provisions; 
to stay where he was, was dangerous ; and if he had 
withdrawn suddenly from the plains he must have 
been intercepted by General Paez, whose cavalry 
would soon have disposed of his half-famished in- 
fantry. Had Urdenetta therefore marched to" 
Spirita, and destroyed the force there, then pro* 



IN COL0HIBIA. 89 

ceeded to Caraccas, which must inevitably have 
fallen^ he mighty by despatching couriers to Ber- 
mudez^ have caused that general to unite his 
troops with the British legion on the plains of 
Apure. He would then have been able either to 
force M orillo to an engagement, in which the odds 
would have been all against him, or fo have driven 
him back on General Paez, who could have 
annihilated his whole force; in each of which 
cases Venezuela would have been free. 

Neither probabilities nor possibilities of this 
kind occupied the mind of General Urdenetta, who^ 
with a degree of nonchalance never exceeded, 
suffered every* chance of serving his country to 
pass unheeded. The(length of our stay at Barce* 
lona and of our mode of living were such as might 
impress beholders with a belief, that we went 
thither to amuse ourselves, rather than to prosecute 
an important campaign) Fighting, military ex- 
ercises, or useful employment of any kind, was 
totally out of the question; and, as in consequence 
of the enemy having driven off the cattle, our pro- 
visions Were rapidly consumed, the men gradually 
passed from murmurs to open mutiny. All this 
would have been avoided, had we followed the 
enemy on the capture of Barcelona, as we could 
then have secured both supplies and stores; but 
neither the omission, nor its consequences, seemed 
to trouble our commander or his suite, who while 
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the British ofBcers and their wm, and indeed the 
native troops alsoj^ were actually deprived of the 
necessary means of existenee^ were wastiqg their 
time in the indulgence ' of that propensity for 
gaming which so injuriously distinguishes the Ufdr 
litary oflGicers of South America,* What gave a 
still darker complexion to thjs thoughtless dissipa- 
tion^ they had taken care to furnish themselves 
amply both with necessaries and * superfluities ; 
and therefore felt as little as they cared for the 
privations endured by their unfortunate compa- 
pions. So great was the selfishness of Urdenetta^ 
that he even appropriated to his own gratification 
a1ad indulgences i^e money spared by Congress for 
the use of the division. In vain did General Engr 
lisli and the chief ofljicers of his staff represent to 
him the danger which he incurred by keeping the 
men in a state so deplorable ; in vain were all the 
endeavours m^de tq impresei him with the necessity 
oi employing tUpm in the field, to preserve their 
seal apd steadiness, and to prevent the decay of 
the e^Qe|lent state of discipline into which they 
liad been brought. No remonstrance availed, and 

4 Their usaal gam^ is moni%, at whieh tliey will sit for 
^liplc day§ apd uights^ spft^pfly fillpjyipjf >}iemsplfeg tim§ for 
the necessary refreshments •, ^T\i fyp^i^ently on the loss of t^eiy 
last dollar, they proceed to stake their horses, equipments, and 
every article belonging to them, in order to continue their 
gamhling. 
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with t\k^ utmes^ aputhyj h^ hewA the rapidly ap- 

proaching moment anticipated^ in which the troops 
would be left qq altPH^^tive ^Ycept insurrection 
and p}u«(]$r^ to preserve tbpm frpin actual atar-r 
vation. 

Mutiny a«d ^esfentiop qwck^y reached an alerm-? 

ing Ji«ght} several p^r^pns fled from CqlpneJ 
Blossett^s battaliQn, and frpw the rifle corps, talking 
irith tbem their vm^ far the avowed purposie of 
going over to the enepiy, llappily in every in^ 

stanpp they mistook thp rPful&i, which Y^ere nu-; 
morons *r4 iqtmatp^ and therefore fell into ih^ 
Jumds of polpnel ^l^onte s g^erjllas;, by whom \\^ey 
wore l)rougl^t liacis: ag^fi. The pfficers of the 
legion nqw hepame sqrrpwfuUy qpnyipced of thp 

incapacity of Urdenptt^ for tiie ppmmand of an 

^my, nnd for the sal^e qf their pwn hpfnour and 
f redit, were ponipellpd to adopt the ^pveres.t mea- 
sures iq pnt f^ end tq desertjon. Hitherto t}^o 
pf^rtie^ brought in by the gt^erill^ lia4 escaped 
with ifflP^ftity J tl^e pfficera being unwilling to 
punish them^ in the hope tl^at the gp^^eral wqnld 
femovp; the cpiu^e of thpir ntiscoqduct. Wben^ 

however, it wa^ perceived tji^t r^wnsitr^wcp 

proved ^Itog^ther unays^itingj, \t yf^ deterniiqed to 
prqceed with the n^nal military seventy ; and qflt 
of twelve of the %|it company who desierted aftey 
tj^e ftdoptjou of tjii^ resplutinn w4 wprp broflght 
h^fiX again, ^s jnst d^^Pfihed, four w^q appeared 
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to have been instigators to the desertion^ were 
tried and shot. 

While all this was going forward, I had kept my 
own little party in constant employment^ either in 
having them drilled by a corporal of the grenadiers, 
or by exciting them to various feats of agility,, 
by promised rewards in the way of prizes ; and 
thus prevented them from dwelling so much upon 
their wants. Induced by gentle means daily to 
fatigue themselves in sport, exercise, and man- 
oeuvring, on their return to their quarters, al- 
though hungry, they were more disposed to rest 
than to argue on the subject. Moreover, as 
they saw that I shared every thing in common 
with them, I possessed their confidence ; and not 
a single murmur escaped them during the period 
of our stay. Their patience and orderly conduct, 
and the excellent state of discipline to which they 
had arrived, which nearly equalled that of the 
oldest company of infantry in the division, were 
the admiration of all the officers ; and most cer- 
tamly they deserved it. 

At length, on the forty-third day after our 
occupation of Barcelona, an event occurred which 
had long been anticipated by the reflective part of 
the army, to whom it was a subject of surprise that 
it had not taken place much sooner. 
/ Barcelona, as I have already observed, is sur-j 
rounded by a thick high brushwood, in which r 
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^^thousands of men might lie concealed^ and their ap- 
fproach to the town be renderedeasy by the numerous 
roads in all directions. The importance of placing 
piquets in each of these roads^ especially at nighty 
ito prevent a surprise^ must be evident to all per- 
I sons' possessed of the least degree of military apti- 
I tpde ; but Urdenetta) whose mind was occupied 
with his amusements rather than his duty^ just 
reversed the common-sense proceeding suggested 
by^ his situation^ and withdrew the parties at re* 
treat* beating, which had been deemed necessary 
all day. Aware of the probability of a surprise^ 
the English officers had long been in the habit of 
sleeping clothed and armed^ with their horses ready 
saddled; and by the orders of General English, the 
sailors were stationed with the main-guard in the 
Plaza^ andvirere as much on the^alert as possible. 
So much had the event which was now fast ap- 
proaching been talked of and apprehended^ that 
for twelve nights Ihad not ventured to take any 
rest, going to sle^ only when the piquets were 
posted in the mornings and then only for an hour or 
two, as I regularly went with my men to their drill 
and exercise. ^On the sixth Sunday after our occu- 
pation qf the city, however, worn out by the want 
of rest, and proper sustenance, I sank down while 
smoking a cigar at the head of my party, over- 
powered by sleep. The main-guard and piquets 
were at this time on our right, and the remainder 
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of the divisioh iacross the river in the barraoks. 
I had been dsleep, perhdps^ nearly three honi^^ 
when about two o'clock a. nt. I was awakened by 
a tremendous rush of cavalry towards thie Bqttaiis> 
abcoilipanled by lotid shbnts of ** Vwa kt PiAlfiay* . 
the natibbdl tndtjpetident ciy. My then and the 
troops wel'e on the alert in i. tiibnient> tod thd 
k>ldiers formed in titti^ to ireceive the sMngbr^> 
iirhlgthiei' friends or ^liemies^ whidU Waii yet tlncer^^ 
t«Li4 ais W6 wei-^ iii hourly teipgbtatibn bf tU6 \ 
atrival bf Qbttbtal Bermtidez arid Mi troops-, 
whb, it was khown^ Were all bounted. As it W^ 
ihb cn^ibUi bf the Uiltive eavalr^ Mb entbr a toWii 
itl this Miinner iii fiill gdl0p> utt^ritig the hfttiondl 
eryy: abd as wb ebulcl diMtiogttish thie Whitb |>luniie ' 
wUch was alwayis Worn bj^ lilb Indbpetiden^^ we y 
rbUisdhed iai f^W dbbbbd^ in dbiibt; btit it WiM soon 

rembved whbri thfe bbiamaiidlii^ bfficeif bf the tbaiii- 

guard Hcbived i. ^istbl^hot in i-^ply tb the d'e^ 
mabd bf thb watbhWbrd')' wHibh*, iS Mfahged with 
Gbnerdl Bbi-mUdez^ Wb dll knl^ to be ** VUm m 
n^)iibiieiU" thb bb^^bbtabf^ Vi^6, lhbrbroit»>! 
S^dhld^s, Who hM ^db^ted thb hdtiona! biry 
merbl j^ to gaib admittancb to thb bity^ wMbh thby 
itttbttdbd tb rblkke;:; 

Thb bbemy had ehtbiied bn bAi* right, bbhsb'- 
tiUbHlly thbmlUlaty had tb bbar the btunt bf thbi 
fiHt a,Ssault, fo^ WhibH they Werb much bettbi- 
drblbd than the ^eatnen; whdsb i^Hort tnh^kbt^;; 



. without bayobels, could efibci little ag^^nst the lotig 
lances of the Spanish cavalry. They stobd the 



Ibharge With undaunted t-esolutioti^ and a well- 
directed volley front the seamen, instantly followed 
^y 9. discharge of their pistols, brought tnahy of 
the lanceirs db\^n> and drove thoise who relnained 
Utihtirt from the Plaaa. They ttb% beg:ati tk5 scour 
th6 streets adjabi^tit) and Idtibed d)l the irihabitaiits 
Whb were it^Used by the fiHri;^, attd unlucky mm^gh 
t6 Ml in UMi Way ; bttt Fortunately tlii^^e were 
not many. The troops and ^eatttietl pdrstieii} ^hd 
tii« dn^uiy Vtmid ; bht hi mt bk-dV^ Mows i(^ok 
theif tM with the greatest cOic^ne^is and di§adly 
ttertdinty, thfey Wtei* agaitt ^lad to Whieel ibottt. 
The rttlly WM iiBpeated thriee tihies> duHng Which 
tite firing wnis indeisiitot, atid iSeheral English AM. 
hb mS being rubsed, they rapidly cit)ssed m 
llridl^e td the byirmbb^ wH^re they foUhd ih@ 
bHjB^de l^rtned fn bbluM} wciiiitig for drdert^. It 
Mn itttniediByi^ borUmaiided {brwaird ih double 
4ttitelc-tittie', by O^ill^ral Eii^list], Who retn^ihed 
f behind ; »Ud tbl^y mH ithd (^taflittgldd a p&rt bf the 
ftSMilttttts ^hO h&d agftffi ^Ut^i-ed thb Pl^za by 
«^ttdther ptissog^. This body, HKti sbtte MHUteii^ 
blose fighting, wei^ dritefl'Obi t)f th^ towh> leatibg 
M small niimbef d^'Hd behlttd theiU. M^MiHi'^ 
Wo ^UAdrbii^) who kd ih ihb coiifhsibh ^epai^ied 
'^ frUMQ tlieir biE)&pttni6hS> mistook tKeii* Wiiy out bf thb 
olty^ and gbt mm a ^m Wldd stl'eet) which had 
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no thoroughfare^ and all their efforts to escape 
proved abortive. The main-guard and seamenl 
rushed after thein^ and disputing every inch of 
ground^ drove them to the further end of the street, 
and notwithstanding their desperate charges, never j 
yielded a step ; so that in ten minutes not a man of l 
them remained alive^ every one of them %hting ' 
bravely, although rashly, to the lasy Having thus 
contrived to clear the town, we were obliged to 
rest contented ; for having no mounted cavalry, 
pursuit was impossible. 

j On mustering my own party, I found that I had 
lost twelve men, and eighteen or twenty.more were 
wounded ; and three of them so severely, as to 
cause their death in the course of a few days after- 
wards. I had myself a slight wound from the point 
of a lance^ in my right side, which, however, did 
not wholly incapacitate me from duty. Of the main- 
guard, five were killed and several wounded ; and 
the piquet lost seven, making a total loss of twenty- 
seven, including Captain Barker of the main*g^ard. 

/We obtained by this adventure a very season- 
able supply of provisions; for, as the enemy's 
horses were all young, and in fine condition, they 
made excellent food for us^ Hunger sweetened 
the repast, and it may be questioned, if any of the 
whole number who partook Of it ever relished the 
best food more than they did the, fleshy of thei^ 
animals. Several were roasted and* boiled for im- 
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. mediate use^ and the remainder made into tassao; 
by stripping the flesh off into long pieces, about 
five inches in breadth^ and drying it ^n the sun.* 

On the following mornings the commanding of- 
ficer of the main-guard^ who was slightly wounded, 
and myself were summoned before General (Urde- 
netta^^w^ in return for our exertions the previous 
night, gave us a severe reprimand. Nor was this 
all, for we were placed under arrest, and a court- 
I martial was assembled the following day, to try us 
- for exceeding our duty^^ I now began to fear t^t 
tiie fates had ordained my actions in this service 
should all either be miscon,ceived or misconstrued, 
and that I had little chance of acquiring any thing 
but ill-will and censure from such officers as those 
under whom it was my misfortune to be placed. I 
had not met with the least encouragement from 
the admiral, and had easferly joined the present 
expeditioi that my exe Jons 4" be moL co- 
didly appreciated ; so little, however^ had I 
changed for the better, that one of the * first re^ 
wards of my services was the treatment to which I 
have just alluded. 

The grounds of the charge against us originated 
. in the opinion of Urdenetta, that the lancers who 
had entered the city were not Spaniards, but the 

* Tassao is usually prepared from beef by the natkes ; and 
' during long inarches in South America it affords convenient and 
excellent food. It has a peculiarly grateful flavour. 

VOL. I. H 
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Advanee of Oeaeral Beraludeis Being asked by 
General English, who espopseci our oaus^ witii 
considerable warmth, how it happened thai- they 
attooked the maia->guardj and lanoed all whom they 
met in the streets, he aeeoonted for it by insistipg 
that we were the first aggressors, and that the 
lancfFS, in conseqnence, supposing the oityhad 
been retaken by the Spaniards, assailed us id ver 
turn* This was merely assertion at best, and tmost 
unreasonably founded, for, had his auspioions beea 
correct, the strangers would Soarceiy have atr 
toeked the iahabitaints, who were their own oouiv- 
irymen. A few hours, howerer, served to con*- 
viaoe the gener^ of his error. About fifty of the 
^nemy, after leaving the city, had, in their hasAe, 
taken a wrong road, and MFere captured by Colonel 
Montes, who sent them in prisoners ; when the £ftot 
not only turned out that they were Spaniards, but 
it was fiorther ascertained that they had been led 
Jby ike late governor bf Barcelona, by whom the 
assault was planned, and who fell in the attempt, 
fie had brought with him all the cavalry of. his 
division, amounting to 1000 men, of whom at least 
1400 were slain. 

Myself and compaubn in duranee were then set 
at liberty ; and General Urdenetf a allowed that he 
was mistaken, and coolly thanked us. By the ad- 
tIcq of General English Ve demanded a court- 
martial, consisting of an equal number of British 
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abd native officers^ not being willing lo 0w@ my 
thing to a commander who had either go blipdly 
or so wilfully rendered our effort^ & ftul^ject of 
acoufiation. The result waa our f^O(|iiittal ; with ft 
declaration^ suggested by CoIorqI MpntUl4;i tbflt 
we were entitled to the thanks of the iconntry. 

At length the remonstrances pf Cr^nerHl f^gliob 
tod hi9 principal officers (although, perhaps, oon*i 
sideration for his own safety wai^ the paramount 
inducement) roused Urdenetta froni his apathy; 
and he agreed that we should no longer wait for 
BermudeZi but re-embark with the utmost speed 
for the city of Cumana^ then in posaessioa of the 
enemy. Whethdr it was intended to atteok it^ or 
merely to look at it^ was at this time a matter of 
speculation ; but orders wer« issued to ijie divl^ 
sion to prepare for embarkation without delay^ 
and notice given to the squadron to be in readiness 
to receive it. 

Admiral Bricm had been lyii^ all this lime at the 
Moro^ in the same state of listless indolence as the 
troops in the c^ty. I was ordered to convey to 
him liie orders of the general ; and about half an 
hour after I reached his vessel, be was favoured 
with ati opportunity td do the country considerable 
s^rvice^ and that witbont petsonal dMiger. It was, 
b^weVer^ altogether lost upon him i and th^ event 
^1 justify me in the asseftions whiefa I have 
' already made^ that he was deficient in cnnunon 

H 2 
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sense^ to say nothing of the nerve and spirit 
required for so important a cojamand. 

The Spaqish. governor of Cumana being ignor 
rant of the capture of the Moro and the evacua- 
tion of Barcelona^ but apprehensive that the for^. 
mer would be attempted^ resolved to reinforc,? 
this fortification^ and with that view despatph^d 
500 men, with a large supply of provisions wd 
ammunitiop, on board a part of the Spanish flef^t^ 
then stationed at Cumana. They sailed, and sooa 
after I . had reached the flag ship, brought up at 
the same place where we had anchored previously 
to the landing of the troops. Having received 
intelligence of this movement. General English, 
had sient part of the British brigade the same 
morning to strengthen the Moro, with orders to 
hoist the Spanish colours, in order to lull the 
enemy into a more fatal imaginary security* . Brion 
was completely under the cover of its guns, and 
these, wit^ his ow:n weight of metal, formed a 
most . formidable battery,, and one which was, more 
than sufficient to annihilate a force of three times 
the strength of that approaching. The deception 
had all the. effect it was intended to have: the 
Spanish colours still flying, the enemy presuiped 
that all was safe, and took our. vessels for th^ir 
own squadron which had sailed for Porto Bello. 
In the afternoon they put off their boats, pulling 
directly for the Moro, and having on board the 



IN COLOMBIA. 101 

troops intended to reinforce it. Had they been 
permitted to land, they would not have discovered 
their error until it was too late ; but Brion becom- 
ing nervous as usual, opened a heavy fire upon 
them while at least a mile and a half distant^ and 
this informing them how matters stood, they 
rapidly put back to their ships, which in a few 
ihbments after got under weigh for Gumana. The 
Independent squadron made a show of pursuit, but 
took great care not to advance a yard upon them, 
and the two fleets continued aboyat four miles 
from each other, the distance at which they started, 
during the whole of the chace. Two days were 
thus ludicl-ously occupied in mutual dread and 
manoeuvre, until the Spaniards got under their 
own batteries in the Bay of Cumana; and our 
admiral having thus convoyed them into J)ort, re** 
turned to the Moro, boasting of the manner ill 
which he had made them flee before him. 

The surprise and disappointihetit created by 
this circumstance will be easily conceived. I had 
been regretting my absence from my ship ; and 
fiilly anticipating the capture of the whole of the 
Spanish force, with a natural wish to share in the 
capture, I had made application to the admiral to 
be allowed to resume the command of my own 
vessel. He however refused my request, on the 
pretended ground that my command on shore 
could not be relinquished until the whole division 



102 RECOLLECTIONS Ot A SERVICE 

had embarked. My ship was therefore left behind^ 
but when I saw him return with no captures in his 
train^ my regret quitikly subsided. 

At this time Admiral Brion commanded no lesd 
than twenty*-seven siil of well armed vessels^ of 
different rates^ from large corvettes to scho6n^r$ 
of war^ which were manned by upwards of 2000 
British seamen^ in addition to the natives* With 
such a fleet at his disposal he allowed the enemy'i 
force^ consisting of only seven schooners> and 
every way inferior in physical as well as numerical 
strength^ to escape without the exchange of i 
single shot. It was impossible that conduct of 
this nature could render him popular with such 
men as the brave fellows whom he had under his 
command^ who bad been led by the gallant com^ 
manders of the British navy, and severalof whom 
had fought and bled under the great Nelson. 
^^ Curses not loud but deep " were vented most 
unsparingly dn him^ and in some instances these 
execrations were not confined to inaudible mur- 
miirij. Lowly as I had ever thought of Brion's 
capability as a commander, I must confess that I 
was not a little staggered when 1 saw him thus 
return ; and a hasty observation, unguardedly 
uttered while under th« influence of tbis feeling, 
was the means of gaining me his most serious dis- 
pleasure^ and ultimately prompted him to deprive 
me of the vessel which I then oommanded. 



It happened that while we were getting the 
troops on boards Captain Chitty, who commanded 
the flag-ship^ Mr. Hambiedon, one of his junior 
officers^ another named Ayresj and myself^ were 
on shore together^ when our conversation turned 
upon what in derision was usually termed Brion ^ 
victory* Hatiobledon said^ thut such a ma6 Was a 
curse to the country and its cause, io which all 
agreed; and I tlioughtlessly observed that Captain 
Chitty ought to lay his ship alongside the first 
Spanish one that he fell in with> which would 
either cure the admiral of his. cowardice, or 
frighten him to death. This sally being subse- 
quently repeated to him by Mr. Ayres> I was 
accused of exciting his otHcers^ to mutiny, and to 
an attempt upon his life< A court of inquiry 
acquitted me, and the affair remained unnotiqed 
for the present } but, as it will soon be seen^ it 
did not fail to produce the fruits of enmity in due 

SfltSOO, 
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CHAPTER V. 

Departure -from Barodona-— Lan^g at Ctunana — D^^mpiM of 
South American Guerilla« — Character of Colonel Montea-T^u& 
ferings of the British 'Region from the Want of Provisions — 
Indecision of> Urdenetta— Cumana^ how defeilded — Pathetic 
Anecdote of an English Officer and hia Ladjr^— G^ieral.^glilh 
allowed to atorm Cumanaon his own Responsibility — Proceedings 
of the storming Party-^Unnecessary and untimely Retreat-^ 
Indignation of the Troops— ^Sudden Abandonment of tibe L^;ian 
and the Service by General English— Melancholy Fate of a 
captured Spanish Party and of a yoimg Anglo-Spanish Officer. 

We sailed from Barcelona, and arrived at ihe ' 
Bay of Cumana)early in the month of September j 

/where we ^found the Spanish squadron in great 
confusion, and wholly unprepared for defence.^ 
The crews were for the most part ashore, andj 
those who were left on board intoxicated, yet our i 
ajdmiml would not venture to attack them. He! 

^aUifQ refused to go in and land the troopsp and 
left . the place in the manner I have before de- 
scribed. The Spaniards having the same fear of . 
him which he entertained for them, instantly sailed 
for one of the Leeward ports^ which we after- 
wards understood to be ♦Puerto Cabello, The 
coast being thus clear, at the end of three days 
we again entered the bay, and came to anchor at 
a favourite spot for landing the troops out of the 
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range of the batteries/' About six p.m. on the 
7th of September, all of them were disembarked^ 
and I was again ordered to join them with the 
same party of seamen whom I had conmianded at 
Barcelona. 

;^We were received by) Colonel (now General) 
/IVfontes and his band of guerillas^ in number about 

ix hundred, being the principal Independent force 
we had hitherto beheld since JOur arrival in the 
country. They resembled a horde of Italian ban- 
ditti^ rather tbuEin the regular troops of any govern- 
ment ; and although hardy athletic fellows, they 
were evidently strangers to the comforts and con- 
vemences of civilized life. They possessed but 
few acooptremeutts, and no regular uniform ; and 
indeed > as regards clothing of every description, 
I they might be compared to the ragged regiment 
of the renowned Falstaflp except that bare as were 
the saok-loving knight's followers, they were.much 
better provided with linen than these guerillas. A 
shirt and a half far exceeded the quantity Colonel 
Montes' band ever possessed. Their covering, 
jon what was termed their field-days, chiefly con- 
sisted of a very coarse pair of cotton trowsers 
loosely made; some pieces of bullock's-hide to 
•envelope the feet instead of shoe%, and which 
'were fastened round the ancle with sogos. Their 
bodies, from the waist upwards, were quite naked, 
except that the head was crowned with awide^ 
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brimmed straw hay of firm and datable conairuo* ~^ 
tion. ^n all instances theiif accoutrements wer0^^ 
slung across their hare shoulders). The armd thejr 
carried were few^ but in good condition; ^some . 
among them had muskets and bayonets; oiheis ' 
bore carbines and long lances ; but their faToutite I 
Weapon was the machetty which with many con- 
stituted their sole essential for mititary operations. 
The only system of warfare with which they were 
acquainted^ was of the same marauding descrip^- 
tion as that pursued by the Margaritanians^ united 
to bush-fightiDg^ which is dreadfully harassing' to a 
marching army* In regular engagements they are 
never brought into action ; it is only when the 
enemy is in fancied security within their encamp- 
ivuw t"- Doents that they are of the Immt service ; or when 
the opposing army is fatigued with long marches^ 
^(\P * .. worn out with hunger^ and drenched with continued 
\)P'^ , ^jrains. In such cases they place themselves in the 
^ \ V ' ivoods, whence they pounce upon their unprepared 
and exhausted victims^ and the slaughter is dfead^ 
fuL When an enemy is ou the retreat, they are 
^Isp (Employed in the mtotier of the Coss&cks, to 
destroy all stragglers and foraging parties, in 
which species of service they are expert to t 
degree of hotror* Lobg practice^ a great degree 
of tfiuscakr stt ength^ and th^ exoellent temper of 
their wea{K)ns, enabte them to strike off the bead 
Qf an op|)0iDeM at a ^ugh stroke> ot to cleave the 



IN COLOMBIA. ro7 

bead and lieck to the elioulders with the greatest 
6a8^» 

Colonel (Monted> the leader of this band^ is a 
native of the plains of the Apare^ where^ like most 
jof his countrymen^ he formany years led the same 
wanderings ilnsettled> and pltindering kitid of life 
1 which is pursued by the itlhabitant» of that ^art of 
Venezuela) His own prowess, rather than any 
interest^ which among such a race Is of Very secbn- 
daty consideration^ obtained fo^" him the command 
of the band who now received us, and were to feet. 
as our coadjutors. In person he is tall> wdll** 
proportioned, and graceful ; and he possesses 
amaaing strength and activity. He is at the same 
tbnb exceedingly brave and humane, never putting 
any of the prisoners to deaths like the other 
gfuerilla chiefs, but always leaving them to the 
disposal of the commandant of the province or 
district. Hfe is also unremittingly ai$siduous in hid 
fefforts to prevent the horrible massacres to which 
the troops Under him dre addicted, even amortg 
themselves; and although such occurrences are 
Hot very rare with them, he has ddne miwih to 
jsttbdue their ferocious spirit. His disposition is 
slightly tainted with the national jealousy so pre* 
val^nt with the South American chiefs ; and as a 
candidate for military fam^ he is somewhat selfish 
and illiberaL But these are hi£( only faults ; in all 
d&er risp(3kti he is genek^us, g^od natur^> and 
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sincere ; and although he never would allow ihat tibe 
British troops possessed any merits and was at ail 
times detracting from their exertions for ike esta- 
blishment of the independence of his country^ he 
was ever feady and eager to perform any oflSces of 
kindness for them. He would always oblige th^m te 
far as his means would allow; and frequently gave 
them a proportion of the provisions the necessities 
of his own famishing band could but very ill afford. 
He has cultivated literature very successfully; 
and is regarded in Congress as a man of consider- 
able talent. H6 has no guile, and whatever he 
does is done openly, arid without the least disguise. 
No man may be mor^ safely relied on : hiis word 
was never broken, and his abhorrence of false- 
hood and dupficity is proverbial. 

The division bivouacked for the night oft the, 
fine satldy beach which extends round the bay^' 
and at sunrise next morning took up a position inl 
front of the city, but not within reach of its grins' 
by a considerable distance. This position wis' 
merely occupied prepisiratory to our encampment,^ 
* which was to be formed on the arrival of tiie j 
g^nerars horses and baggage-riiules. They reached \ 
us towards the close of the day, having proceeded ' 
overlind from 'Barcelona; arid we were ordered to 
encamp about tw6 miles and a half from the ad- 
vance battery. Although the climate at Gumaina 
is by no mean's unhealthy, we found the heat in- 
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tolerably oppressive, and probably. we felt it the 
more severely, from being reduced by our pre- 
vious piivatioH^^ to a state, of great bodily debility. 
What ^as equally^untoward^ the scarcity of pro- 
visions was as prevalent here as qq our fo];mer 
station* Colonel Montes had failed in .his en- 
diBavours to procure some cattle before our arrival^ 
aud, we were ordered to remain in the same state 
of idle starvation as before. Nothing further was 
done for two days, and it really appeared as if 
Urdenetta wished to give the Spaniards time to 
prepare themselves for the threatened attacl^a/s 
we]^i as they oould; for he still talked of fightings 
:flad ,we ; possessed a sufficiency of food, our gitu* 
ation here would have been agreealjle rather than 
I otherwise ; but our absolute wants were . so ill 
provided for^ that many of the ju^n were incapable 
of standing ; and about twenty p£ tbom < aqtjiaUy 
died of starvation- Nor by thi^ time coul4 ^Q 
indecii$ion and weakness of their o^miwdnflert b^ 
longer concealed from the troop/^ ; and t|ii$ perr 
ception> imited to their great personal ^i^durapqe^^ 
naturally teuded to damp their energies, ^nd renc^eir 
tbem indiffetent to the fate of the campaigq. . On 
the.whole^ however, considering tl^e many, dis- 
heartening circubistances which they had encoun- 
tered, they behaved extremely we.Il. 

Cumana is a large^ well-bu^t, a^d populous 
city, possessing many haqdsome edifices worthy of 
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notice. At the time of our {ipproaoh k was ex^ 
tremely well fortified, and garrisoned by upwai^ds 
of two thousand good troops^ plentifully supplied 
with every necessary for an armj^ In the annals 
of the revolutioiiary warfare it haa been rendered 
remarkable by the following event. 
. When Bolivar) was only a brigadier^general in 
the Venezuelan service he yonce possessed this 
place^ but as he was completely surrounded by the 
Spanit^ fordes> he did not feel himself secure^ and 
left it for the purpose of obtaining an additional 
•upply of men to defend it. On his departure he ^ 
appointied his aide-de*^amp^ Captain ^amberlayne, • 
an Englishman^ ■- to the ccmimand of the city, and 
of the few troops whioh he left behind ; with orders 
to bold out to the last extremity. Poor Oflam-* 
berlayne/ not having more than two hundred regu- 
lar troops tender his orders^ called upon the in-* 
habitatitl»^of the town to assist faim> and prepared 
himself fbr the^ assault in the best nmnner he was 
abl0. The enemy advanced with overwhelming 
force ; and after an obstinate struggle of three 
weeW continuaiice^ obliged him to enter the casa 
forte a$ a dernier resort« Casa Ibrte signifies a 
strong hiMise j ^d every city in the interior of 
Colombia poi^sesses one , being in such a country 
an important means of defenee ; and wh^n artillery 
is not . at hand^ impregnable. The wmlls of these 
{Ejections are constfueted with tiers of ioop4ioles> 
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ved answerable gangifrays^ for miuketry to fire 
through } and t\my are sometimes surrounded by 
a ditch aiid ranqparts^ on which guns may be 
Qloufi^ed# if they have any^ Should^ ther^fore^ an 
enemy mi weed ia taking the city^ he.has still the 
eafia forte to gaio $ a pdst so diffioult to obtain, 
that it has inti,U cases baffled the besiegers^ exoept, 
as already observed, when possessed of artillery, 
which is very rarely an appendage to armies in 
the interior parts of America, owing to the in-^ 
super^ble difficulty of removing it 

Whan the unfortunate Captain Ghamberlayne 
entered the casa forte of Cumana, the time had 
^passed when, aeeording to his pledge, Bolivar 
I should have returned to his aasistance; but he 
still gallantly held out. For three daya and three 
nights he resisted all the attempts of the enemy, 
fighting incessantly; und althoiigh destitute of 
provisions, he refused to sUrrenden At length 
same guns were brought upi and a bembardmesil 
oommencedi still he would not yield; and did 
not. despair until one end of the casa forte was 
beaten down, and the inhabitants who had entered 
it with, him determined io surrender, in the vain 

• 

expectation of receiving quarter. He addressed 
himself to them, and pointed out the dreadful fhte 
which awaited them, but they refused to listen. 
He then turned himself to a lovely young creature 
who had followed his fortunes from CaraccaSi 
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where they had been united^ and to whom he was* 
tenderly attached^ and asked her if she would 
prefer sharing immediate death with him^ to a 
lingering one from the hands of the Spaniards ? 
She at once chose the former ; and entreated him; 
to put an end to her life at once ; on which he 
instantly directed joue pistol to her head^ and 
another to his own ; and the next moment this 
youngs 'attached^ and ill-fated pair had ceased to 
exist. The Spaniards then entered at the invi- 
tation of the survivors^ and in conformity with 
their usual custom put every individual of them 
to death. 

Three days after we had landed^ the fleet en- 
tered the Gulf of Curiaco> that it might be in 
closer communication with the division, which by 
a correspondent movement came nearer ite banks* 
To obtmn this position the ships had to pass the 
city, which opened a heavy cannonading on them ; 
and the fire was returned by Brion, but at so 
respectful a distance that not a shot fell within 
half a mile of the object on either side. The 
gulf is entered by a narrow strait, which runs 
before the city, and extends many miles through 
the country, opening to view some of the most 
enchanting scenery that can be conceived. 

Two days more passed away, and nothing was 
effected, and we had how aittained to a worse state 
than we found ourselves in at Barcelona. Urde* 
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netta^ who had been closely engaged at his favou- 
rite game of monte ever singe our arrival^ now 
despaired^ as usual, because the admiral churlishly 
refused to spare him any of the immense stock of 
provisions he had on board the fleet. This refusal, 
which would have excited a more able and spirited 
commander to an immediate attack on Gumana, 
produced in him a determination diametrically 
opposite. He adopted the resolution of sending 
back the division to Margarita, and of fleeing him- 
self to Angostura ; and was only prevented from the 
execution of it by the refusal of Brion to convey 
the tropps. At the expiration of two days more 
he came to another equally wise decision, that of 
leaying Gumana as he had found it ; and as there 
were no provisions to be had from the fleet, or to 
be obtained in that vicinity, he gave orders for a 
march to the town of Maturin, six hundred miles 
across the worst part of the country. Here was 
delectable intelligence . for a stairving army ; and 
the intention, under such circumstances, may alQfprd 
something like a competent idea of the military 
genius of (our sapient commander. Instead of 
endeaivouring to capture a city, which contained 
an. abundance of every thing that his troops re- 
quired, he proposed to march them, broken down 
as they were, through rivers and forests, over 
mountains and a branch of the Gordillera of the 
Andes, without a day's food in possession ! It is 

VOL.1. ' I 
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true, that to the natives it mattered little whether^ 
the country afibrded rations or not^ for with a 
bundle of sugar-(^e they could have marched i 
well for a month/ Moreover, the farther they 
proceeded the fewer wotdd there have been to 
provide for, as desertion follows a march of Creole 
troops^ as certainly as the report succeeds the 
flash in the firing off a musket*, (^ut te Europeans, 
already in a declining and debilitated state, and 
what was worse^ with minds immersed in despon- 
dency^ such a jourqey, as was subsequently proved^ 
opuld not but be in a high degree fatal. 

We were impatiently waiting for orders for the 
assault of Gumana, when Urdenetta made known 
his intentions to General English. A consultation 
was immediately held by the(priAc)pal officers of 
the brigade^ > aaq aeeopnpanied by Bii^lish^ they 
waited upon Ufdehetta in a body, and remoBstratedi 
witii him on tho impolicy of his proceedings. They 
assured him that the men woqld certainly mu^ 
tiny, and i^dded^ that they would no longev b^ 
responsible for the consequences^ if he persisted 
in the intended march« After a lengthened ceti^ 
sultation^ he most reluctantly consented to ani 
attack upon Oumaqa; but positively declined 
giving any directions himself. ^^ If it be doue/^ 
said he, ^^ it must all rest upon yourself, General 
English.'' This was nearly as bad as a direct re^ 
fusal^ as English relished fighting very little, and 
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Mt ieJarmed at thus having ihe responsibility 
thrown upon himself. Under this double impulse^ 
he #ad on the point of abandoning the attempt, 
atid of yielding to the wldhes of tJMlenetta^ Mfheq 
imk staff interfered^ ahd urged Mm to bear thel 
ehtis ibr once. At lengthy with a doleful counter 
nance he agreed; and ordtirs were issued foi* 
marehitig to the advance battery the ^atne night J 

This t^ork^ \4iiich is called Aqua Santa, is built 
on the dulnmit of a sugar-loaf hill^ and commands 
nearly 4he whole of the redoubts. The foot of 
the hill, on the top of Which it is et^ectbd, in 
easy of aeisess ; biii thti |)attery ik durrotltided by 
a wide and deep ditiih^ Which is |>erfebtly dfy. On 
the outer rafaipaH$ lire fihdttttted lateral heavy 
pieces of artillery, and within thei*^ id another 
fosse, over which exteijds A narrow plfttfbrm, re- 
liibveable at pleasured ; atid this, whek )et down, 
commuriit^ates with a large and lofty oasii ibrte, 
that was crowded with soldiers whem VfB ap« 
prdached it. There are Several 6iSi6f powerful 
redoubts between Aqua Santa and the tdwti dn the 
opposite side of the formfer, from which volleys 
were fired at the siortnitig partiei^ on the hill, the 
entire slope of which is enfiladed Vy all the Ibop* 
holes and gangways of the casa forte. Withitt 
the town there is also the Castle of St. Juan, which 
is strong, but tenst dece&isarily quickly fellow thci 

I 2 
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fate of the other fortifications, on which it is de- 
pendeD,t. 

Three hundred of the British legion, a rifle com- 
pany of Colonel Uslar*s regiment, and the seamen^ 
fonned the advance, under the command of Major 
Davy ; while the main body moved to support them 
as occasion might require. CWe marched at the 
clo^e of day, taking with us two Creoles as guides ; 
who after conducting us to the bottom of the first 
hill we had to ascend, either through treachery, 
or cowardice deserted. It was afterwards as- 
serted by one of Urdenetta's own oflScers, tiiat he 
was employe^ by that general to bribe them to 
leave us, and to go forward to Cumana to give 
notice of our approach to the Spaniards!]) I cannot 
vouch for the truth of this statement; but the 
officer who had openly expressed his intention 
of proving it to Congress, was found dead , the 
morning after the attack, with his throat cut as if 
by a machptti. 

We now missed our way, and so much time: 
wks lost in regaining the right direction, that' 
morning dawned long before our operations could < 
be commenced ; and the Spaniards were in per- 
fect readiness to receive us, which they did very 
warmly. I had been directed to prepare and fix 
the scaling ladders^ of which there were but few ; 
and those hastily got up for the purpose, during 



IN COLOMBIA. 117 

our passage from Barcelona. While examining 
them at the foot of the hills, whither they were 
brought by a party of Creoles from the ships, an 
^der was brought rae from General English 
jto proceed instantly with my men to aid the 
.rifles and advance column, by firing at the 
le^emy on the ramparts, and to leave the lad- 
ders to be conveyed by the natives. I obeyed, 
and joined them just as they reached the brow of 
the hill ; at which moment above a hundred pieces 
, of cannon opened their fire upon us from the 
various fortificationis. The men returned it with 
interest, and vied with each other in coolness. 
The sailors, from their practice at Barcelona, had 
become unerring 9hots ; and [in conjunction with 
the rifles, in less than ten minutes shot every 
Spaniard from the guns on the ramparts/ 

The advanced columns of the legion had turned 
their. attention on the casa forte, and were busily 
engaged with it ; while the rifles and seamen were 
employed against the block-house of Aqua Santa, 
from wliich the guns were playing without inter- 
mission at not more than forty yards from them. 
The poor fellows were dropping fast, iand this 
Idestructive fire must have speedily destroyed the 
'whole of them, unless meai^ures had been adopted 
' to prevent it - 1 therefore ordered my own party, 
who had suffered severely, to take post round the 
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summit of the bill^ in Kuch a maimer that their 
beads were scarcely yisible above it whep they 
fired) whil^ it wholljr covered tbem when load-i 
itig. puriog th||$ time they were attending to this 
order^ a tremendous volley was discharged frcHn 
the gangways^ which kiUt^d all the officers of the 
li^es except 01163 who was severely wounded in the 
tegs* At his request I toolj^ the command of themy 
and gate ^he sam^ directions to his men> who vf^jei 
now rpduQ^d to half their original number^ which { 
had giv($n piy own. They proceeded with th^ 
usual Gerpian coohiess to their stations^ and I 
plaq^d myself between them and my own party^ 
Thus protected they took such certain aim at th0 
enemy> that when th^ latter appeared at the loop"- 
holesi ih0 gaiigways> pr on the f amparts> which 
they did siiddeply to fire and then retreat again^ 
&ey were picked off in a moment The advance 
fidllowed out example, and the whole being now 
eomparatively shelt^red^ the fire fVom the enemy 
^dn terminated, and nothing remained but to 
entei^ the moat This was soon effected { but noii^ 
an uttlopked-for difficaliy presented itselfi Whtte 
the heavy #re wa^ kept up^ the natives^ on whok|l 
we had depended to briug the scaling ladderi$> 
were afraid tp v^ature up Ihe biU 1 and teven when 
it ceased> they only moved at a creeping pac^ 
Frptn th^ bottom of the dit^h to the to^ of ^e 
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mmt^artoj it was more tbaiai twentjr^five fei^t^ ia 
perpendicular height, $o that without th^ soaling 
ladders it was im)>os9ible to asoend. 

As siHm as this fitot was disoDrered, Majoi^ 

Dftvy ordfdffed me to seek out aad expedite the 

ladd6rs^ aud^OdrdiBgly selectiug fifty men to ^i^ 

kotnpany me> I leaped out of the ditoh* The 

i Spailiards inferring from this pr()p^ediqg that we 

lwer« r^eatiog, immediately reeomUa^Bced their 

^^re fcom the blopk^house, but ha ppily without elfQcti; 

)HUlf way down the hill, I saw the natives witb 

ihe oly'ects of our search> but ih^y dropped them 

tod scaiupered off in all dirtBctioas when thejr 

•heard the nsopmmeacement of the musketry t 

leaving us to carry tkewi our^elve^ \n the best 

maoner we were able. On nearly gaining the 

isumtnit> a twenty-four pounderi frofn the outer 

iramparts^ came directly in the ^liddle of the party^ 

struck one of the ladders^ and killed four men> 

the splinters wounding ti^any mpre. Tbi^.was only 

i a prelude to the re-opening of all the arUllei7>which 

\ immediately toqk * place. The remainder pf the 

jseabien and Ihe troops being in the moat> cpidd 

Sustain no injury whatever^as they were completely 

)sheltjired ; so that I was not sorry when I was with 

I them again^ the fire now being as heavy as it had 

ever been) attd all directed down the hilL 

/ t)a getting into tiie moat again> we comm^J^ieed 

l&Ung the ladders, when we heard the bugles 
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sound a retreat) Major Davy was astonished^ 
but thought that it might be intended for the main 
body^ who were probably marehing to aid us^ and 
that the general perceiving we were under cover, 
had deemed fheir farther advance unnecessary. 
The firing was now completely silenced ; and our 
commander could have nothing to apprehend for 
our safety. In five minutes we should have been , 
masters of the place, and consequently)as it did 
not seem reasonable that our retreat was intended, 

^we took no notice of the signal* The major now^ 
ordered me to mount with my meii, and the sol- 1 
diers were preparing to follow, when again the 
retreat sounded. Uncertain as to the cause, but 
still thinking that the signal could have no refer- 
ence to us, we proceeded. Captain Sadler, ofthe 
light company, was the first man who gained the 
ramparts, and I had reached the last step, of the 
ladder, when again the bugle was blown. Captain 

^ Sadler, who was on my right hand, looked round to 
ascertain the cause* and the same moment was 
struck with a musket-ball in the head, ahd fell 
backwards dead into the moat, as did three or four 
soldiers at the same time.) • 

I now stepped on the ramparts myself, foU ( 
lowed by ; Lieutenant Peters of the navy and 
Lieutenant Lyons of the grenadier company. 
The Spaniards, after discharging a badly-directed 
volley at us, approached to attack us with the 
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j bayonet. The conflict was short : they were driven 
from the ramparts by the brave fellov^s, who as- 

j cended by dozens^ and swept all before them. 

\The firing from the loop-holes of the casa forte 

,' was now again renewed a little, which we were 
successfully returning, when a fourth time the 

\ bugles were sounded, on which Major 4)avy) 
who could doubt no longer, ordered me to de- 
scend; but before we could get clear of the ram- 
parts Lieutenant1Petec9> with ten or twelve men, 

• were killed as they were getting on the ladders. 
Lieutenant Lyons, who fought most bravely, was 
also shot by one Spaniard while he was wrenching 
a musket from the hands of another, just as we had 
driven them back again. 

The command to descend without firing another 
shot being now reiterated, nothing was left us but 
to quit the ramparts, and tamely sufier the Spa- 
niards to slaughter as many as they could. I 

' received a blow on the head from the butt of a 
musket, which, but for some riflemen, would have 
precipitated me to the bottom of the moat, and in 
all probability have i?eriously injured me, but they 
caught and supported me. I fortunately wore 
a strong silk hat, covered with oiled silk, to with- 
stand the wet, which saved me, although it was 
completely crushed. -On recovering from the 

' stunning effects, of the blow, I left; the ditch with 
inconceivable mortification* I had: seen abbve 
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three hundred galldnt fellows uselessly sacriBced^ 
and among them were several to whom I was at- 
tachedfrom the safferings and privations which we ^ 
had endured together^ and by the litfle offices of 
kindness which we had mutually interchanged. 
With Captain Sadler and Lieutenants Petcors and 
Lyons I had been on tertns of great intimacy. 
The latter had endeared himself to all who were 
acquainted with him> by his mild abd gentlediaiily 
deportment and amiable disposition^ After our 
retreat his body was taken into Cumana^ Where it 
was quartered^ and exposed to our view on various 
parts of the casa forte^ his watch and clothes, 
being distributed among the barbarians who per- 
formed the disgusting office* I some time after 
saw a woman at Maracaibo> the wife of a Spauish 
seijeant> who showed me his watch^ which had 
fyll^h to her husband's share. This I purchased , . 
and on my return to Angostura had it conveyed 
to his mother in England. 

The survivors in this unfortutiate affair felt 
deeply that their brave comrades had been use^ 
lessly martyred ; and ab General English had bem 
aUlowed the sole command on the occasion^ he 
was naturally^ although erroneously^ supposed to 
be the (cause of our i^ecal> aud as far as ai^dent 
wishes went, he was not spared* Upon oar eva- 
cuating the moat> the soldien at the block-house 
agaitk appeardd> a& did tikose on tba ramparts ; 
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mi tbe6e> to|fethei^ with tbe whole of the gnm, 
again poured forth among U6> by which firing se-^ 
verallnore men were destroyed. (Qu reaching the 
; bottom of th^ hill>we found th^ main body formed 
'into closts bolamns bf «ectioiiij} presenting tbe front 
only of a section to the wtirkg, by which manoeuyre 
few of the brik took effect on them; (they hact 
Ibeeri uioVing tb our support by the orders of Ge* 
neral English^ when Urdenetta^ who, iigreeably to 
his dedaration the previous day> had taken no part 
ib the direction of the igsault^ rode forward^ and 
ordered them to hak^ aAd comnianded the bu^e9 
tb bfe bounded for the retreat of the storming partly 
Thi9 protoking step h^ justified by saying that he 
mshed to saye t^em from the second fire ; but he 
well knew that they were all under cover at the 
time> ^nd that on their retreat they must unavoid* 
ftblyb^e&ppsed to it. This was duly jrepresented to 
him ; but 'ii^ttpiri&^taiiding the ^rgument$ and in- 
' treaties of the Pritish officers^ he persisted in our 
ree^ and ordered the remfiant of the advance to 
stand on tb0 edge of the plain^ which runs from 
the bottpn) pf the hUl^ where the enemy's balls 
could scarcely fail of mal^iqg some farther kavoc« 
The gtierillas^ and the whole of the native troops^ 
were not far from us^ but these^ as usnal> dispersed 
and took shelter behind trees^ or under any other 
t&iiporary refugei As to Ufdenetta^ having i|o 
||i«p09fl^<^ to ^tand the fire lui^^elf^ he rode o^ 



124 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

the field, leaving orders for the British troops to A 
scatter in the manner of the natives^ 

Under these awkward circumstances. Major 
Davy, anxious to get his men but of the reach of 
the shot, desired me to go to General English for 
orders. Unfortunately, the officer in question re- 
lished the affair as little as any one there : he was 
then sitting on his horse near an old uninhabited 
convent, talking to one of his staff; and it so 
happened, that just before I got up to him> a 
twenty-four pounder passed between us, and strdck 
the wall behind him, raising the dust about his 
ears, but not doing him the least injury. He hiEid, 
in fact, never entered into *he heat of the action. 
I requested him to give me orders to convey to 
Major Davy; but he was too much agitated to 
attend to the appeal ;• and rieferring me to Colonel 
Stopford/gglUoped to the banks of the gulf, and , 
pretending sickness, went immediately on bc^rd 
one of the ships. As nothing could induce him 
again to take the field, he was never afterwalrds 
seen by the army; but sailed to Margarita the; 
first opportunity, where he some time after caught 
the yellow fever and died. 

The comniand was now assumed by Colonel 
Stopford, who resolutely refused to disperse the 
legion in the disgraceful manner in which the 
natives had separated, but removed them \^ith 
order and regularity. They were countermarched 
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on, their own ground, and led out of the range of 
the shots; disappointment and contempt being 
visibly depicted on every countenance. The total 
loss of the advanced column was eight officers, 
and one hundred and seventy-five rank and file; 
and that of the seamen, one hundred and thirty-four 
men, exclusive of three officers. The former had 
about eighty wounded, the latter forty-seyen. 
,/l5n the return of the division to its previous 
encampment we accidentally met two companies 
of Spanish troops) which had been sent from the 
town of Curiaco, in the upper part of the gulf, 
to strengthen the garrisons of Cumana, and^o, 
Ifrom ignorance of our situation, fell directly across 
our line. Their fate may be easily anticipated : 
Urdenetta immediately ordered the work of exter- 
mination to commence ; but the English refused to 
hurt one of them. The natives were not so scru- 
pulous, aqd in a quarter of an hour not an indi- 
vidual among them breathed.} Presently after a 
captain of grenadiers, and three men who had 
lingered befiind owing to illness, came up ; and 
being seized by a party of Creoles, were carried 
before Urdenetta. The officer was bom in Spain 
of English parents, and had entered the Spanish 
army at a very early age: from his youth, not 
being at this time more than nineteen years of age, 
he excited much pity and commiseration among 
the ofl^cers of the legion, who entreated Urde- 
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netta to spare his life. He gave his word of ho^ 
nour that he would do so j but in the dead of the 
night he had him and his men taken from the 
quarters allotted to them^ and privately butchered. 
I saw them the next mdmhig^ about two hundred 
yards in the rear, all tied together naked, their 
heads nearly severed from their bodies by the ma- 
chetti, and several slight wounds inflicted upon 
them, as if by way of torture, before the finishing 
stroke was given. 

The attack on Otimana took place on the 15th 
or 16th of September, which is generally after the 
time of the commencement of the rainy season in 
that province ; but it had not yet begun with much 
violence, its approach being only marked by a few 
heavy showers of short continuance. This night, 
however, it did not cease ; and it materially added 
to our suffferings, as we had no shelter beyond 
what the brushwood affbrded, which was very little 
indeed : at the same time we wefris without a single 
change of clothes, every article of dur apparel 
being aboard the fleet. To add to our suflPerings, 
ft>r ten days, that is up to the time of diir depar- 
ture, we had been subsisted merely by a small 
portion of sugar-cane per diem each man; to 
which was sometimes added, but very rarely, a few 
plantains, when Brion thought proper to spare 
them from the fleet. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

IVriod^c^Vm^f ip SoT^t^ America— 'Meq^ige fro|n Admiral Bno|^f«-« 

Author deprived of his Vessel — Resentix^ent of his Crew on 
board — Quits the Ship — Anger of the Naval Party ashore — 
M4rch of the HiviaipQ for Mi^twrin— -Its dreadful Sullbriuga and 
Losses — M?ijpstic Sei^pents — Unexpected Relief— Cordillera of the 
Andes — Author's solitary Excursion across them — Danger of 
^e6{h-«8agaoity of the Author's Dog-?-Viev from the Siunmitp-* 

Author r^aJpsi the JliYiMo|iT-ATriv^ fltt Maturw— mpep of t^e 
Troops— Cruelty and Cupidity of Urdenetta. 

iTBRSbNi. Who m Unacquainted witli the periodical 
foils of rsiin in . SoUtb America, can form but i^ rerf 
inadequate idea of their powerful and devastating 
' efl^ets^ EoP ^jb, and ^ven weeks^ they unceas- 
iiigly dbseetid itl overwhelming torrents^ through 
which objeotp btily thirty yards distant from the 
eye ean scarcely be discovered. The waters rush 
dbwti from the mountains with terrific force, bear* 
ing every thing away with them ; and in ihe har- 
row passages^ between the acclivitieii, forming 
multitudes of rivers, wWch the traveller has cdii- 
tintially to ford. These uniting with the OHnoco, 
overflow its fertile banks^ tod iiiuhdate the coun- 
try for leagues^ destroying every semblance of ve- 
getation^ and forcing tiie cattle to the high lands 
until the deluge subsides. To the worn-down tra- 
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veller, who has to penetrate through 1hi§^ pa^t of 
the country^ the astonishing roar of the innumer- 
able falls^ dashing downward with majestic vio- 
lence, united with the yells of myriads of monkeys, 
which infest the forests, and with the roar of the 
inferior kind of tigers that also abound in them, 
conspire in the gloom of night to create an effect 
on. the nerves of a very thrilling description. To 
add to the real and imaginative-horror of the situ- 
ation, you are aware — for the thing often happens — 
that yourself, or the companion with whom you are 
beguiling away the tedious hours in conversation, 
turned perhaps on the scenes of happier times, 
may be suddenly borne away by the gushing flood. 
It may be the lot of either him or you to hear that 
voice, which but a moment before was cheering 
and urging to fresh exertions, uttering the ago- 
nizing shrieks of death, and imploring that assist- 
ance which cannot be afforded ; self-preservation, 
in spite of inclination, leaving no alternative but 
the abandonment of the luckless individual to his 
dreadful fate. 

The departure of the division from the scene of 
our thwarted enterprise/ was fixed for the second 
day after its created miscarriage. Early that 
morning I received a message from Admiral 
Brion, through the medium of Mr. Ayres, the 
officer who had reported my observations to him, 
to the following effect: ^^ If you think proper to 
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receive an inferior rank on board the El Oceana, 
until Captain Barrinco leaves her, you can take it ; 
but the ship which you now command is wanted 
for a particular service, and must be given up- 
If this offer meets not your wishes. Admiral Brion 
will have to regret the loss of your services." 

To the bearer of this complimentary announce- 
ment I simply remarked, that I would wait on the 
admiraL The retention ' of a vessel, under such a 
commander, was now become a matter of indif- 
ference ; as I well knew from experience, that I 
could never do my duty to Venezuela, or any good 
for myself, with a man whose jealousy, and want 
of enterprise, must prove a total bar to my ad- 
vancement. Besides, my temperament was too 
ardent for the endurance of so many shackles; and 
I began to entertain hopes of receiving a vessel 
from the hands of Congress itself, seeing that my 
patron/ Arismendez, was at the head of the go- 
vernment I therefore wen* on board the flag-ship 
to give my answer, with a degree of unaflFected 
carelessness; and was received by the admiral 
with correspondent cool politeneiss. He said he 
lametited that circumstances obliged him to take 
the vessel from me, while his looks seemed to 
indicate that he took much pleasure in doing so. 
I merely observed, that as I had been introduced 
and recommended to his notice by General Aris- 
mendez, it was necessary that I should hiave a 

VOL. I. K 
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certifipftte of the cause of my removal from my 
vessel, as also of my conduct while in command of 
it. This I claimed under his own band^ as I iu-* 
tended to proceed to Angostura, where, m a ser<« 
vant of the Republic, I should have to account for 
my presence to the vice-^president and Congress, 
by whom my rank had been confirmedt This 
document he instantly gave me, in terms as satis- 
factory as I could desire ; and we parted with the 
same studied politeness on his part, and real noDh 
f balance on mine. 

I then went on board my own ship, for tiie 
last time, in order to give the effects I had afloat 
into tbc charge of my first lieutenant, to convey 
tbnm to Angostura! as I could procure no mules to 
carry them by land. It was soon whispered among 
the crew, that the admiral had deprived me of the 
command ; and a part of them, deputed by the 
whole^ came to my cabin to inquire if the report 
were true* I of course answered in the affirmaf^ 
tive; on which they declared their intention of 
quitting her also ; but, by dint of earnest per-* 
suasion and entreaty, I prevailed on them to re^ 
quish such an idea. It could not but occur to moj 
tiiat Brion might take advantage of such a revolt, 
to make an unfavourable representation of me to 
Arismendez, whose good opinion I was anxious to 
retain ; not to mention my knowledge of what the 
poor fellows would have to endure ip their medjU 
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tated javwpey to the capital Haying happily suc- 
geeded ikw far, I wept ashore, taking with pie 
pnly a favourite dog, and my papfirst With those 
who were left of my party on Iwd^ I was not so 
successful; they were determined to go to AngQ^ 
tur»; without returning op board, Urdepotta or-t 
dered part of the legpon to compel them> but tlio 
latter declined. The patives were then called out; 
but? although nearly a thousand strong, they would 
as wiDmgly have faced the batteries of Cumpnai 
a9 hftve attacked them. They wer©! tberelpre^ 
likely to have their oiyp way; but I repewed my 
efforts, and finally prevailed upon them to retpm 
to their duty on board. They, however, all det 
serted ppon their arrival ^i Margarita, with many 
more ; and the Republic lost^r Rt ope tiipe, 800 of 
the best seamen-Colombia ^ve^ boa$ted« 

Little time served to prepare m for opr march.. 
The encampment was broken up the (same df^y, apd 
,ws proo«ded amidst tie p,uripg rm, whi<* 
.drenched PS fo the skin, apd rendered th^ plftiP9 
ope vai^t sheet of water, the sandy bottom of which 
iwps so soft, that we sank into it above the If pees. 
The division could take no baggage along with it, 
government having failed to supply it with a 9Hf«- 
ficiept quantity of horses and mules, although both 
were so plentiful in the country, Jbe few that 
were attached to the trpops, had been pwnopor 
lized by General Urdepetta, for his pwp stores and 
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baggage. Oar orders were, in the firsft instance, 
to proceed to the town of Maturin, where we were 
to halt until instructions should be forwarded by 
Congress, directing our future disposal. With 
the vain hope of- obtaining supplies, we were to 
take Gumanacoa, the head*quarters of Colonel 
Monies, in our way ; in reaching which place we 
spent four days. These formed the most pleasant 
portion of the march, as regarded the state of the 
roads; but when we had accomplished the in- 
tended stage, nothing could be done for us by 
Montes, whose men were subsisting in the same 
manner as ourselves. To our great annoyance, 
we here learned, that when we were on the point 
of leaving Barcelona, Urdenetta received an ex- 
press from General Bermudez, to inform him that 
he would join him on a certain day, with his ca- 
valry, and a lai^e drove of wild cattle, which he 
had procured with great exertion for the use of 
the division. As if our commander were deter- 
mined to throw every obstacle he could in our 
way, and wilfully resolved to reduce his troops to 
. appalling privations which they were enduring, he 
ordered them to re-embark, just two days before 
the appointed time] for the arrival of Bermudez, 
although, for the six previous weeks, he had stub- 
bornly persisted to remain, when there was no 
chance of ensuring a day's subsistence. 
The consequences of this conduct were ex- 



fs. 



IN COLOMBIA. 133 

tremely disastrous. Anxious to keep his promise^ 
General Bermudez^ by forced marches^ reached Bar- 
celona on the day which he had appointed ; when 
he was informed of our expedition against Gumana. 
He immediately resolved to join us there ; but his 
horses were so fatigued by their great exertions, 
he was compelled to rest a considerable time at 
Barcelona ; an unavoidable, but fatal delay, as he 
did not reach Gumana^ which he supposed w^ liad 
taken, until after we had left it. The Spaniards, 
'who had gained some information of his approach, 
hoisted Independent colours, to confirm his pre- 
vious delusion ; and stationed large parties in the 
woods through which he had to pass^ with orders 
to let him proceed unmolested until they could 
completely surround him^ and then to commence 
the work of massacre. These instructions were 
strictly attended to, and General Bermudez, being 
taken by surprise, was completely defeated. After 
gallantly fighting for two days and nights, he 
however spiritedly dashed through his numerous 
enemies, and escaped over an immense tract of 
country to Aragua^ where he took up his head- 
quarters^ haying left 500 lancers dead on the scene 
of action, and all his supplies of cattle and ammu- 
nition in the hands of the enemy. 

After halting one night at Gumanacoa, the march 
was continued onwards, under circumstances of 
privation and distress which have seldom been 
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exceeded. All description of the dreadful suffer* 
ings endured must M\ far short of the reality, which 
Wotild scarcely gain credence. Our road lay across 
minor rivers, whb^e streams were so swollen and 
currents rendered so strong and rapid by the falls 
of rain, that in fording them numbers 6f the men^ 
from their excessive debility, were unable to bear 
ilj) against their force. The footing once lost, all 
Is Over ; the rush of waters bears the body down 
with the rapidity of a shot, dashing it in its oours6 
against stumps of trefes, jutting rocks, And loose 
atones, uiltil life is extinct, and the sweeping tide 
is stained With blood. We had also several moun*- 
tains to pass 5 and the waters winding round theft 
diversified forms, produced, accordihg to the num- 
ber of passages between them, so many different 
streams for us to wade through ; itlsomuch, that in 
one day the same piece of wfeter, owing to its 
various wllidings, may be crossed more thati ten 
times. 

The excessivfe fatigiie of exertions so unrcmiting^ 
tinder circumstances which were otherwise very 
afflictive,{^n broke doWn many of the already re- 
duced troops, and above four hundred of the Bri- 
tish perished, besides n&tives, and even those who 
escaped the death which lay in wait for them ftt 
6very step, were so wretchedly enfeebled that 
even death Itself wiS. earnestly wished for. Their 
shoes, firom being coustatitly saturated with i*atferi 
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(bedame so enhrg^d^ that they were contiAually 
escaping from the feet ; afad to add to their mifeery, 
the surfaces of the mountains were chiefly com- 
posed of 8harp-ppiq|ed stones,^ resembling in co- 
lour broken Scotch granite, but harder, and in 
some parts approaching to the appearance and 
quality of white flints. By this latter species 
of stones, the edges of which are so keen and 
hard that the poorer Indians use them as knives 
and hatchets^ the feet of the men were so shock- 
ingly lacerated, that on the more elevated and dry 
rocks their course might have been tracked by the 
\ bloody marks of their footsteps. The deep gashes 
tiitts made were soon filled up by the cutting 
britUy sand^)which is lodged between the acclivi- 
ties, and which caused an inconceivable degree of 
torture„:again>eightened(a8 they appn,ached the 
plains of Maturin, by the intrusion of myriads of 
insects named chegoesj^ from which their feet had 
no protection. These tormenting creatures will 
penetrate the skin> even where it is unbroken, and 
breed under it to such an extent, that unless they 
are speedily removed, the swarm become incalcu« 
lable, and sometimes produces mortification. Their 
nests are not only distinguishable by the acute 
pain they cause, which is somewhat similar to the 
application of caustic, but by the small white 
pusiules in vrhich they are encased. To effeotu- 

'^ Coxnmoply termed jeggars by the negroes and Indians. 
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ally remove them^ these pustules must be taken 
out perfectly unbroken ; for if they are opened, 
they increase quite as mischievously as if they had 
not been disturbed. This is best effected by 
making a circular incision with a sharp-pointed 
knife, or needle, with which the bladder must be 
lifted up and crushed on a stone, or any other hard 
substance; after which, to prevent any eggs that 
may remain from being vivified, the ^shes of a cigar 
ought to be introduced, which I have reason to 
believe has been found the most effectual remedy. 
/In the numerous woods through which we 
passed, our ears were incessantly assailed by the 
screams of the flying monkeys, who united to ex- 
press their indignation at our trespass on their 
peaceful seclusion. Part of these were shot, and 
eaten, but owing to their extreme sagacity, they 
were but few, and those of the youngest. Their 
flesh is like that of the wild rabbit in appearance, 
but somewhat sweeter to the taste. At night, the 
different sounds of these and other animals, united 
with the bowlings of the storm, the creepjings of 
the numbers of lizards over the troops as they re- 
posed, and the consciousness of being surrounded 
not only by snakes in abundahce, but by the small 
kinds of lions and tigers* with which these woods 

* These aTiimalsiare small^ and will not attack men ; but will 
steal after marching armies, or droves of mules^ for weeks^ 
waiting for the death of any part of them. 
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are plentifully stoclced, all conspired to bamsh 
isleep^ and to keep the mind comjpletely alive to 
the horrors of the situation. Nor were tliese hor- 
rors lessened by the melancholy indication which 
the roars of the last-mentioned carnivorous brood 
afforded^ of the fate of the remains of the poor 
fellows, who were continually falling martyrs to their 
sufferings, which for the most part found a grave 
in the entrails of these savage beasts of prey. The 
precaution and comfort of having fires round the 
camp copld not be taken, as the descent of the 
rain, which resembled the burst of a water-spout, 
extinguished them as soon as kindled. At the same 
time the ground on which we lay was covered with 
water to the depth of from six to nine inches, so 
that we were obliged to prop up our heads with 
any thing we could procure, to avoid suffocation.j 
During our progress we necessarily passed 
many standing pools of water, which, as we ap- 
proached the plains of Maturin, where the lands 
being so much higher were not inundated, became 
more frequent. At these the soldiers, at first, 
were in the habit of stooping to assuage their 
thirst, until several of them were found dead at 
the margin of thes6 receptacles for small alli- 
gators and snakes of the most poisonous descrip- 
tion. When it happened that one of these pools j 
\Vhich were sometimes of vast extent, lay directly 
across our path, so as to render it necei^ary to 
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march a long way rounds i many of the qi08t fa- 
tigued and reckless of existence among the troops 
preferred wading through them. In several of 
such instances^ a species of fish, called the raya> 
oftentimes seized their thighs and the calves of i 

« 

their legs^ and tore large pieces from them> leav-^ [ 
ing those who survived altogether incapable of j 
further service. Some of the men so bitten were | 
obliged to be left behind, as they could not walk ; \ 
and the mules^ which were engrossed by the ge^ ] 
neral, were not allowed to carry them. These 
unhappy persons would earnestly itaplore their 
comrades to shoot them^ instead of abandotiing 
them to starvation ; and certainly a speedy death 
in such dreary instances would have proved a 
blessing! Many of the troops had ulcerd which 
de{Nrived them of their toesV^one of the many difr* 
agreeable consequences of low living and un- 
wholesome food J and others were lamed by the 
thortts of the sensitive plant> which penetrated the 
soles of their feet» Ulcers were also produced on 
various parts of the body by the sudden transi- 
tions from heat to cold^ occasioned by the scorching 
rays of the sun on the mountatni»> after being so 
lOttg saturated in the waters 6f the lowlands ; /^nd 
upon the whole a more horrible complication of: 
evils has seldom been inflicted by military incapa- 
city i than that which in this dreary march was ed- 
countered by our ill^kted bandi 



tK COtoMStA. 189 

t 

/l5n two oocasions we saw indhridaals of a large 

species of serpent^ beautifully variegated^ lying di«- 

/ rieotly across our path^ in the higher parts of a woo^ 

and near its limits* The faint rays of the setting 

sun playing on iti colours added greatly to their 

brilliancy, /^s soon as it descried us^ it made a 

I majestic bound across the road iiito the thickest 

/ of the brushwood^ but without betraying fear^ 

either by look or motion | and apparently only 

anxious to lire unobserved. The leap wasv ery 

graceful t theflbead was first raised proudly^ and 

then gently drooped until the neck was curved 

like that of a swan ; the tail was placed in three 

eoils on the ground^ into which extremity all its 

strength seemed gradually to concentrate^ when 

tiie head was again elevated^ and at one spring 

it cleared the patib^ outting the air like a whip* 

The natives were surprised and alarmed at its ap^^ 

pearance, as they believed it to be the boa con-* 

strictof ^ which is very numerous in New Grenada^ 

but had not hitherto been discovered in Venezuela. 

in lengthy I should suppose this serpent to be 

/ frmn fourteen to sixteen feet^ and about three in 

* circumference at the largest part of the body^ 

/We^ oontinued our irksome journey until we 

iame near the branch of the Oordillera of the 

/Andes, which stretches across the route from 

jCttmana to Maturin. Its ^' cloud-^capt*' summits 

towered before us abruptly^ just ai Wt hMl 
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emerged from' an extensive wood, which we had 
been traversing for three nights and three days. 
We had previously deemed our progress suffi- 
ciently calamitous, and had never contemplated this 
new and stupendous difficulty, to surmount which 
the little i^trength we had left seemed wholly in- 
adequate. The natives were the .first to despair.} 
and as those who were inured to such marches, 
and accustqmed to ascend the mountains of the 
Cordillera in every excursion, gave up. the idea of 
surviving it, a spirit of despondency spi:e'ad : over 
the whole party, audi many, but for the laudable 
efforts of their officers, would have laid themselves 
down to perish without another exertion. ' At this 
momeup when all our former toils and wants 
appeared on the point of being exceeded, we 
werQ providentially destined to receive an un^ 
looked-for succour, as abundant as it was timdiyi 
On a plain (at the top of an eminence we saw. a 
herd of wild cattle and horses, near to, and inter- 1 
mingling with each other; and rendered indif-j 
ferent by the cravings of nature as to which ofj 
them we procured, some of the horses, being the I 
nearest, were first brought down, and a few of the * 
bullocks. My dog, which was partly of the bull- 
breed, was particularly active, and seized some of i 
the cattle by the nose as they were endeavouring^ 
to escape, and held them till the natives had ham- 
stringed themi 
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For the first time since 'we had partaken 
of the Spanish lancers' horses at Barcelona, we 
now enjoyed a sufficient meal. The manna that 
descended to the relief of the fugitive tribes 
of • Israel in the wilderness, was not more ac- 
ceptable. Those who have never been reduced 
to a similar extremity can but faintly conceive the 
luxury of such a repast, from which ^t other times 
we should have turned with loathing and disgust. 
,The*(1flesh was devoured raw, and without any 
thing else to heighten its relish, yet it still seemed 
isweeter than the banquet of princes.) The poor 
fellows ate till their respiration was exhausted, 
then paused to expatiate on their good fortune, 
and again ate till satisfied ; but many of them 
paid dearly for their imprudence. It had been 
the wish of the officers to apportion a certain 
quantity to each man, but the cravings of hunger 
having overcome all regard to subordination, their 
orders were not heeded, and the flesh was de- 
voured reeking from the carcasses while they had 
power to swallow. They then laid themselves 
down to sleep ; and when the bugles were sounded 
for our march the next day, it was discovered that 
several bf them had died from excessive repletion^ 
The native troops lost more in comparison with their 
numbers than the British, and many of them were 
obliged to be left behind in consequence of being 
ill, who were never afterwards seen or heard of 
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Aft^r this rep^l;, I feU iato p. profouud and re- 
freshing sl^epi which was the first of more than two 
hours' duration that any of us had enjoyed ^nce we 
left Cumauacoa ; for^ as delay was literajly deaths 
we had hurried on while our wearied limbs could 
SKstain us^ that we might reach M aturin ere we 
perished of hunger. The sun bad gilded the lofty 
ascent before us long before the cainp was stirringji 
when^ having enjoyed a salutary rest of about 
fourteen hours^ at the base of the lowest mountain, 
of the cham^ where we had bivouacked^ I arose r9^ 
freshed, and comparatively stropg, and my brother 
Pikers were the same* After a substantial breal^&st: 
we proceeded upward^ having provided ourselves 
with a sufficiency of food to last us with moderation 
several days. That p^rt of the branch of the Cor^ 
dillera which we had to qross, was, by thp compu* 
tation of the countryi about nine thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, though perhaps not 
more than eight thousand from the base^ as the 
ground gradually rises at every step from the sea 
as you proceed inland, There was another^ link 
of the same chain a little to the rig^t of our road, 
which was considered twelve thousand feet highs 
but as we had no means pf correctly ascertaining 
the height of them ourselves, we could only judge 
by the reports of the Creole pfficers, which, I should 
thinkj, were not very much exaggerated, 

I had heard frequently of the grandeur and sub* 






Uiauty of tlie vmw^ irom leas tlevatc^d points^ and 

1 wisbed> if possible, to gain the extri^we height of th« 
jloftiest of tiioisfe before w$ j and supposing^ from the 

/slow pogres« made by the division, that by a mode* 
rate di^gree of exertion I could acoomplish my ob<- 
ject without being left far behmdjl ftt once made up 

j my mind to attempt it, if I could get a comp^Lniont 

( In thi« I wa» disappointed aa np person would 
venture with me, not even of the id^tivesj who all 
declared th^t no Indian or Qreole bad ever gone m 
far } and ^dded, thftt the cold wm 90 intenaoj that 
if I even reached the summit » deep sleep would 
steal over me, from which I should never awaken } 
it being still more likely that I should lose my- 
footings and descend headlong before I gaineid 
J- the top; ^^Oolonel §topford^ who wished very mnnh 
to accompany me, 1;^ut was prevented by lameness 
and e^cessiye debiljty, (Wfigered me a dinner, to 
Be eaten at Matnnn, thftt I dared not go nlonet I 
accepted it, and agreed to plant » flag^staff wiiii 

I the Independent colours fiawd on it, as a proof of 

/ pay sucpesf. > 

y^aling an extra pkak, which had belonged 

tb 9k man who had died the preceding night, 

^fond a broken lance to assist me in cUmbingi 

f I left the division, having my rifle and the flagr 

1 st^ff dung over my shoulder with my provisions, 

and accompanied by my do^h'^hich wonld not stay 
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behind me. I separated from my companions 
about noon^ and pursuing a nearer direction to 
the point I was making for, left them to the left, 
and before it was dark I had nearly lost sight of 
them, I \ slept about four hours) after having 
drawn upon my stock of provisions, and as I had 
now regularly two meals a day, I was acquiring 
strength hourly. I travelled all the next day, 
taking little rest, being apprehensive tiiat if I lost 
too much time I should not overtake the division ; 
and being without a guide or food in an unknown 
country, I should have been in an awkward situa- 
tion. I found the temperature vary considerably 
as I increased my ascent, and at night it was very 
warm, but a refreshing breeze passing over the 
spot where I lay, made it agreeable. \At dawn of 
day I again set forward, and taking' advantage of 
an easier path winding to the left, obtained a view 
of my military friends, who were still proceeding, 1 
though much below me. I was now relieved from 
all fear of being left behind, as I was certain that 
I could reach the furthest extremity I wished to 
arrive at nearly as soon as they could arrive at the 
top of tiie part they were crossing. 'On perceiving 
them I discharged my rifle, which produced obe of 
the most powerful echoes I ever h§ard,' reverbe- 
rating from rock to rock for a long time. It was ; 
answered by the firing of ten or twelve muskets, 1 
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Mhe reports of which were rendered by the echo 
^equal to those of as many twelve-pounders. 

I found the air grow colder as I advanced^ after 
ten a. m. of this the third day, and lay down at 
night amidst large flakes of snow, with which the 
summits of the Andes are continually covered. 
There was a slight fall of it, occasioned by the 
wind driving it from the higher parts ; but being 
under the lee of a crag, it drifted over me, and 
my couch was free from it. In the morning the 
sun ^hone vividly, though the cold increased to 
severity; but I had the satisfaction of knowing 
that before another night I should be at the ex- 
treme point of elevation, unless accident pre- 
vented me. Thinking Ihad better start early 
enough to enable me to descend below the place 
where I then reposed, to sleep the next night, I did 
not repose more than two hours. On resuming my 
journey, I found that I had the most laborious part 
of it to perform, and in spite of my endeavours to 
conceal it from myself, I felt that my strength 
was gradually diminishing. The ascent was now, 
for some distance, almost perpendicular, and the 
face of the mountain composed of the species of 
stone I have before spoken of. Its sharp edges 
soon cut through the flimsy covering I had on my 
feet, which was merely a piece of cloth, and the 
half-closed gashes inflicted upon them at the com- 
mencement of our march were re-opened. The 

VOL. I. L 
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blood WHS frbz&tl beibre it feduk w^ll em^r^^ from 
them^ aiid the pAiti was then lost in the beiMmbing 
s^^stttiotl ofeated by the cold: My batid&t were 
also ladferated by these fexcrescenoes^ aiS I wdir 
nefdessatily cotlipelled to catch held of thete ai 
titnes fdt* supports At six a. m, I found myifeelf oti 
a plaliti gradually inclining from east to i^est^ and 
eiteildin^ abdnt a mile in leilgth;, and three- 
ijtiarters of a mile in breadth* I ran across it td 
te^df d tnyself ib a necessary degree of warmth, 
artd datbe to thfe fbot of another rock, as Upright as 
tb* last^ bat iftd^e lengthy; TWs was the worst df 
all^ and miisihate 6ccapied me at least firb hotirs itl 
the asi3(fht; althdtigh I had now no m^bfils bi as- 
dettaining th^ time, as my watch had stofiped, arid 
apbn ek^ininatidn Whdn t reached M^itrih, I foftind 
thd ifaaiiiiS^rinlg hsld fldWii iiitd several pieces, ewing^ 
td thd eold; 

It WifcS wlfild (jliftibitig this rock that I firi^t ex- 
f^riettbed Ibe i^trotig inclinatidfi to de^p, whidh 
tbe GrdOles, bad cautiotied liie agaitist* It wa^ 
very tMUblesomey and scarcely resistible, abd M 
titites I cdold not shake it off without idflidtitl^ 
paiii on ibsiyself, which I did by striking^ the shail 
of tbd lance against tny forehead, l^be tl^iad wa^d 
blowing strong from the westward, and I had 
takeb the precaution recommended by the nativdd^ 
to envelop my head arid neck warmly, and ke^ 
my fac^ averts from it; but wh€^ tiiie tendency 
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to A6Bp ioeredsed too violeiltlj^j I tiiHied toW^fdA 
the blasts which caused ft sharp paiti likb that 
whkh follows a smart lash of a whi^j and banished 
ditlwsitfess for isome tomuted. The highly Mrefied 
dir o^ierated so powetfuUy updh my ltttigd> and 
eftused Meh an oppred&ion^ that I was under th6 
necessity of stopping at every ten bt twelve paces 
io gain brc^ttth ; but on the slightest cessation of 
motion a chilly which affected every fibre, eame 
over ihe^ which was sncceeded by the desire to 
repdi^ei Td prdceed Wfts AbiUetlhieib ]iiipdMtble> 
and td stay was dadgerbtiSj I thei^fefdre heditdted 
to go farther, but fe^ltn^ nd itish td be laughed 
at for relinqiiishiflg my pf*bjeet^ I dtill Went on. 
^ ^urtnounting this iSt^ep^ whibh had w^ll-ni^h 
JbftAed hldi I fbuhd andth^f pMn, t^k«f ^ I Wted 
! ltd replace the coveHng dli tUf f«et: AbcMt the 
I centre df It was a small dfkter, ^\Mi had bedii 
dvidenfly fbrmed by one df tSoiSe volcaMc 6rlip- 
tidns sd dbitlinon id the Anded. FfbdltBe ^ppbhfi- 
jane^ of H, it mdsi have been Bhril^d jSikt hb^ 
Iveral yesLrs, but the streams of lava wete i^till 
visible in maiiy place^ and whete the siiow had 
partially melted, Sdvetal cbahiiek could be sfe^h 
filled Mih it. The cratfer exhibited libthia| 
remarkable; e*bfept iti diflfeiih^ deptli, \*hifch 
was fat greater colhparatiVely iMn ^kt bf Mount 
Vesuvius, 

I had tidw arHVed iit the Ib^t bf tH6 la^ rbck, 
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whiqh was m a more sloping po^iition than the 
previous oms^ and consequently easier pf access. 
After two hours^I attained the height of my aeriaU 
trip^ but so weari^ed that I could not resist tbej 
temptation of sitting. doVvu. a few minutes* Here 1 1 
remarked that the dozing sensation first came upon | 
my cimine (K)mpagnon de voyage, but either he ; 
had more self-command than his master, or it; did i 
not assail him so heavily. He seemed to have \ 
an instinctive dread of its effects, for theinstant be 
felt his eyelids drooping he jumped up, and shook 
himself violently, and then sat down, placing" his 
nose between his paws to shelter it from the 
wind* On one occasion the ss^acity of this tfaith- 
ful animal certainly preserved m^. I haid sunk 
into the deadjiy slumber so fa,r as to lose all recol- 
lection, when I was stfirtled; by his loud^ bark,; ; 
accompanied by a rough scratching or? n>y breast. /^ 
Alarmed at the narrow escape I had, I . arose 
directly,- and the affectionate creature expr.essed 
the greatest joy when.l did so, dancing round 
me, and licking my hands with apiazipg foqdness 
as I gratefully patted him^ It was pow at least 
ten hours since I had breakfasted, and. I partook 
sparingly of my stock of beef, having, littje; appetite 
after such excessive exertion ; I also gave £f0^ie to 
my four-footed friend to amuse himself >^ith while 
I looked around me* 
The region was such, that I am confidjsiit. no 
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human being could exist in it more than two or 
three hours, even with the severest exercise ; I 
was therefore as hasty as possible in my obser- 
vations. (Looking' downwards I could plainly trape 
the majestic Oronoco through all its serpentine 
^windings and its several branches, the various 
cities on its banks appearing like dark spots, in 
which no particular object could be distinguished. 
Cumana and Barcelona were the most distinct, and 
Maturin was also discernible, round which tiie vast 
jplain appeared like a desert in miniature. /Beyond 
khe ocean could be seen the islands of Margarita^ 
tTrinidad, &c. like specks on an immense white 
.«heet. The view beneath has, however, but few 
beauties, and soon fatigues the eye. It is on the 
soul-striking wonders of the Cordillera itself that 
the observer is induced to dwell, and which I 
regret my inability to portray,) The most gigantic 
descriptive powers would be requisite to do justice 
to the sublimity which assails the eye and fixes 
the mind in this spirit-stirring situation, even while 
the body is writhing under the most excruciating 
agony, and worn down by want and incessant 
toil ;— which can hold the thoughts in silent and 
reverential contemplation, surrounded by an at- 
mosphere in which, without an almost superna- 
tural excitement, life is not to be maintained. 
yThe whiteness which alike overtops the hill and 
^covers the valley, spreads a delusive brilliancy 
1 over the whole ; and when the fierce rays of the 
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itnoloudbd sua beam in resplendent t^igbtnesa 
upQU it^ tbe effeist b too dazzling for the $ight tp 
endure, and prodiKse^ a temporary degree of blind- 
ness^ atttnfled with pain. The e^i^treme cold, 
neveptlielesg, imparts a surprising lightness and 
elasticity to the frame. I felt as if it were easy to 
mqant through tbe air) an^ pven found it trouble- 
some tq keep my feet on the rock. This sensation 
is probably heightened, if not caused, by the 
peculiar buoyancy of the mind in such a situation, 
whiph seems to ascend with the eye the spira| 
3ummits and abrupt terminations of the uplifted 
arags; to overleap tiie stupendous barriers and 
yawning chasms between ; and to descend the per- 
pendicular precipices, as it eagerly glances at each. 
Bocks heaped upon rocks, mountains piled upon 
/ mountains, incessantly rise in one huge chai^ till 
the spectator fancies the utmost limits of vision 
are gained, or th^t the terminating link ii^ now 
seen; but just as the speculation is about to 
elose, anotbec more grand, and more terrific, peers 
through the mantle of light yapouring clouds by 
wbich it has been partially enveloped. Above, t)|e 
sky was of a cles^f cerulean tint ; in some places 
beautifully slreaked, and varipd with a bright sil^ 
very bue^ mi » pale delicate straw cobur.) The 
mediHpi Ihropgh whiph it ia seen from this lofty 
Statiqn, ill at all times perfectly free ftom the 
4efl$ity pf s^tmfliiphere which obscures the view 
frop tl^g Q^diflJ^FJ l^¥Pl ftf the eartji. 
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Qf^mng: upQn a ^nnameut of endle^ spoe^j I 
wa«f wpi^rppptibly led into a fueling of awe and 
adwirotiou of the magnificent works of the Creator, 
and into a sentiwant of pioug melancholy by the 
ionelin9§fi i^ which I th^n stopd. I have neyer 
** e^periejjped any solitqdQ at aU pipprqaching to this- 
Tbfi silepcp of scenes more dqme^tiP wd fami- 
liar, but faiptly represents its thrilling stillness- 
'!f he. dreary wildne^s imposes upon the mind yt 
widely diffisrent feeling in e^se of the weight of 
vthonght If hich involuntarily arises and oppressfp^i it, 
^0 that which is entertained when s^piidst objeptp 
1^9S dr,ead-inspi]ring. Here is a solepn grand e^r^ 
which involuntarily exalts the sonl into elev^tod 
i^qnte^pl^tiopj totaUy opposite to the pe^qefu} ;en- 
§^tipqs which the mind enjoys in those palfner scenes 
qf qnietnde where jt ifi allowed, and tppipted tp 
ihinV W^th pomposqre. J stqod high ^hove ^^l 
prettied lifPi thf ^Qle hnm^n ten?tnt pf a regifip 

^rhieh the soaring pinion of the eagle hjid never 

re^^phed; where the footstep pf the mountain 
.gq^t h^ never been imprinted ; and where^ in ^11 
hvmf^ pvpb^bility^ m^^n had never before iptrnded* 
!Jt was some minutes ere I could qujetly cqntem- 
j^)a^ the clpndlpgs face of the he^yep?, pnjre ^s 
thp vast ejftept of ^now around mp ; but when I 
Yf^ ^ufficiefitly po}|ecte4 to do so, I w^s )nor^ 
^»p a^flpjy repaid fpr t\\^ tpil J Ij^d midergp^p 
to ^c9Qjppli»b it. ^q ImsmS^ PW 9Pl?q^tely 
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depict the tumultuous feelings which pervade the 
breast in such a scene; they may be forcibly felt, 
but cannot be described. All earthly passions 
are lost — all temporal considerations vanish-^the 
thoughts are occupied in a more laudable and 
elevated train of reflection ; man forgets the in- 
justice of man^ his own vain wants^ and still vainer 
wishes. The soul uplifts itself to heaven, eager 
to relinquish the world and its miseries ; rejoices 
to find itself so near the abode of innocence and 
truths and turns^ when the fond illusion is past^ to 
the familiar things of human life— its ambition, its 
cares, and its fleeting happiness — with sorrow, 
humiliation, and disgust. 

I continued absorbed in meditation till the in^ 
crease of pain disturbed me from my reverie, when 
I foand my fellow-traveller had been enjoying his 
bone with as much delight, though of a different 
nature^ as I had the situation and the ideas which it 
inspired. It was curious to observe how he avoided 
getting chilled, or overpowered by sleep. When* 
ever he found himself affected he threw the bone 
as far away as possible, and ran round it till warm, 
and then resumed his operations anew. I now 
planted my flag^stafi*, and hoisted the Venezuelan 
flag of liberty upon it, and prepared to rejoin my / 
military friends. Replacing my rifle and knapsack/ 
over my shoulder, I commenced my descent, whichi 
I found less hazardous than I had expected^ for 
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although \i was id some parts nearly perpendicular^ 
the excrescences were so numerous and large that 
but little danger existed of fallings though my feet 
again suffered. The labour was triflings and my 
breath but little affected. 1 went down to the 
foot of the second rock^ which had alone cost me 
five hours to scramble up^ in less than two^ and 
slept in the place where I had reposed two nights 
before. 

The(seventh morning after my separation from 

I the division I rejoined it safe and well^ to the sur- 
prise of my friends, as it was slowly plodding its 
; weary way over the plain of Maturin. Our route 
jlay now over the beautiful sandy level which ex- 
[tends above three hundred miles, and we traversed 
iit with comparative ease and celerity. After three 
^days we arrived within sight of the spot where the 
warlike. ipwn of Maturin formerly stood, but which 
was now only marked by irregular rows of mud- 
built hovels. The sixth day was far advanced 
when we entered it, and owing to its insignificant 
size and poverty, we had a difficult task to procure 
quarters of any kmd^ 
/The ill-fated brigade was labouring under an 
^4ttack of intermittent fever and agug^' the inevi- 
table consequence of being so continually im- 
mersed in water ; and all the men, with very few 
exceptions, were affected with it. There was a 
small hospital here, consisting merely of two 
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square plots of ground^ enclosed with mud walls^ 
as apologies for rooms^ without floorings which 
from its dampness was ill calculated for their 
reception. Bad as it was^ as many as it could 
contain huddled into it^ by the direction of Gene- 
ral Urdenetta^ where^ being suffered to remain 
without the least regard to cleanliness or comfort, 
in a few days they presented a shocking spectacle 
of human misery, juirt, disease^ and famine were ; 
tiie reward of the services of men who bad left| 
their country to embark in the desperate cause of ; 
those who now so ill requited them^^ Many were 
lodged in the worst hovels of the town, where they 
were left to perish^ unless the poor inhabitat)ts 
could aid them. Few or none of the cases were 
dangerous in themselves^ had there been a supply 
of medicines ; but the skill of the medical officers^ 
who were numerous and highly talented^ was ren* 
dered nugatory by a total absence of every neces- 
sary article^ not only for restoring the health and 
strength of the men^ but for prolonging their ex- 
istence. The complaints of the British officers to , 
Urdenetta were loud and repeated^ but availej^: 
them nothing; and^ as a last resource^ they re- 
presented the dreadful situation of their men to 
General Roxas^ who then commanded the cavalry 
of tl)e plains^ and he caused a, number of wild 
B^ules^ horses^ and cattle^ to be caught^ intending 
some of t|ie latter for our immediate wfe/ and the 



jothers to be sent to Margarita to be bartered for 
jmedicine^ wine, shoes^ and stores for the division. 
It was how confidently hoped, that their suffer- 
ings would bfe allevMted; but Urdenetta, in whose 
name the cattle had been sent to Margarita, had 
\ the inhumanity to give instructions that the pro- 
jduce should be appropriated to the purchase of 
' wines y stores y and uniforms , for his own usjs) and it 
was heart-rending to behold so many gallant fellows 
pining and dying through the selfishness and cu- 
pidity of their commander. 

/t had myself been seized with the fever and 
4gue, and should have been in the same plight 
'as the troops and many of the officers, but that 
in the little cabin which aflForded me shelter, 
dwelt an old Indian woman, with her son and 
daughter, who attended me with a degree of 
kindness and solicitude which would have done 
, honour to any country. They prescribed for me 
the native remedy, which is simply rubbing a 
boiled lime, divided in halves, on the back and 
loins every morning and evening, from which 
I received wonderful benefit.^ In a few days, with 
the help of the bark of the country, which is 
called there ^^ quin-quina," * and a good .consti- 
tution, I was as well as ever. I recommended the 
same mode of treatment to the consideration of 

* Of precisely the same species as the PeruTian bark. 
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the surgeons^ who did not attach any importance 
to it^ Jbut consented to a trial because nothing 
else was at hand ; and to their surprise several of 
the most obstinate cases were yielding to it, and 
many of a slighter nature cured, when some stores 
were sent from Angostura by General Arismendez, 
and the disease was overcome, Maturiu being 
the hitended halting place of the division till 
orders should be received from the Congress as 
to its future operations, we had to remain there 
until these commands should arrive. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Unhappy Fate of the Town of Maturin — Horrible Cruelties of General 
Morillo to the Inhabitants — Similar Treatment of Aragne — ^Bar- 
barities of Monteverde and Boves — General Roxas and his Cavalry 
— ^Kindness of General Arismendez to the Author — Vigoroat 
Policy of that General as Vice-president of Venezuela — ^Want of 
Discipline and Patriotism of the Lower Classes of Creoles- 
Popularity of General Paez — ^Ship-builders, their Cupidity^ and 
how remedied by General Arismendez — General Urdenetta su- 
perseded — General Marino— Nefarious Conduct and fraudulent 
Proceedings of Greneral Devereux — ^Unhappy Fate of the Troops 
raised by him — Present Situation of that unprincipled Adven« 
turer. 

SjSaturip^ was formerly one of the first cities in 
Venezuela^ and was the favourite resort of the 
wealthy inhabitants, till the revolutionary war 
commenced^ when this city, which was suspected 
of containing many persons attached to the cause 
of independence^ was made the firsts object on 
which the Spaniards wreaked their vebgeance. It 
/tvas attacked and defended with much obstinacy, 
but was at length overcome ; and the Royalists> 
immediately after gaining possession, finding that 
they could not maintain it without a large garrison, 
which they could not then spare, ^ burned it to the 
V- ground^ and left not one building standing. Here 
General Morillo practised some of bis demoniacal 
acts of barbarity upon the inhabitants who fell into 
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his hands. Many of the principal families had 
escaped ; and as it was known that they were im- 
mensely rich, and the amount of property which 
had fallen into hii^ hadds not knswering his ex- 
pectations^ he (supposed their wealth had been — . 
buridd^ as it was tiext to impossible that tbey 
could have taken it with them. Under this idea he 
.^used' all the domestics that could be iband to be ^ 
c(jllectedy and tortured in the most cruel manner^ in 
order to make them confess what they knew of the 
matter^ and aibong other means employed the fol- 
lowing. tie\fiad all the soles of their feet literally 
ctit off^ and csliis^d large quantities of sdnd to be 
procured from the neighbouring plain^ which he 
bad hesited as hot asl it bbuld be mtule^ ^nd forced 
thti wretched cf featured to walk faver it in their la- 
cerated state. There werfe mdny bf these vibtims 
ici his brutality livihg at MattlHn when the dlvii^idll v 
entered it, who bore the IhdelUble marks of these 
tdrtiires/ afibrding indisptltabld evidence as to their 
fcomrtiisdibn. 'They wei-e fchifefly WoAWi, and tte , 
kind bid dame t^ith ivhom I Ibdged, diid who had 
fbrmerly befth a servant to the g-ovef itor of the \ 
fcity, was otie of them, 

The town tra& stibseqiifetitly rbbdlt twiee, but 
eafch time shared the same fete; as did the peafce- 
ful town of Arstgtiey bfeautifalljr situated at the . 
bottom of the last mduiitkin of the bi^stnch 6f the 
Gordillerli> but which, u|ton its b^ingf ebuilt a SticbBid 
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time, was alloired to rdttiain. ;Ifl the lattfei* placfe 
©hly ft few tDiitilated f^erbonS Wfete Ifeft to t-^veill 
the dreadful fat^ of moi^t tif their ttfeighbouts iliid 
kindred^ who were put td death in the iriddt bftr^. 
barous Ways that ingenuity could derise^ I h6i'0 
also «aw several wometi whbse ears and ildses had 
been cut dff^ thfeir eyes torn frotn their idocketi^> 
their tongues cut out^ and the soles of theif* feet 
/pared by the orders of Mohteverde, a Spanish brigd^ 
' didr^eneral^ This wretch^ with the etceptiori 5f 
Morillo^ wafi the most san^inary of the Sp^ariish ebitl- 
mandersj and excelled all of them iti perfidy. /He 
raised the coloured pidphlaticiu ag^ainst the white^ 
the ij^lares against iiieir masters^ ^vitig them rauk 
land wealth in prdportioti td the riumbfet- they 
: killed^ and requirin^j as pi-oofs df their services^ thfe 
>eftds of their tiotimsJ BdVfcs^ another of thfese 
inonsters, who subseqtiently ddminanded in thii^ 
Jjrdvibee, Tied in satag'etiess with Monte vferde ; but 
he niet bis death before His career was suffici^titly 
eiitended to equal hi^ predecesSdr. He headed 
an unsncdessfttl ktiempt to take Matiirin^ updn 
whose plaids his arifiy shffered k l»ignal Hm^ty 
and hd.himself ^k9iS transfixed with a latle^ by the 
hand of GeiieW Roxas. Thfe eav&lfy of this Bk- 
tensire plain have always been disting-uished for 
their bravel'y, when called dut under the Coiii- 
ttiand of Roxas^ who is a negro df the feambo 
tribe. He is a brstve mmi, itM ha6 ibught stfenu- 



160 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERYICB 

ously for fhe Independent caose^ but is perfectly 
illiterate^ not being* able to read or write. He 
obtained his rank in common with many others, 
who sure indebted to the Revolution for their pre- 
sent enjoyments. He now resides at Maturin, of 
which he is the military governor. He is gene- 
rous and hospitable^ and partial to the British^ to 
whom he rendered all the service he could when 
needed. At the east end of the town of Maturin 
is erected a high and extensive platform, capable 
of holding 1000 men^ on which is mounted a gun 
of extraordinary length and calibre, which, upon 
the approach of a hostile force, is generally loaded 
with old nails, pieces of iron> flint stones, and any 
other missile at hand, and seldom fails of sweeping 
the enemy down in great numbers. 

I had taken the first opportunity of writing to 
General Arismendez, to inform him of my removal 
from the Santa Rosa by the admiral, and had 
requested his advice as to my future proceedings. 
The same conveyance had taken a formal state- 
nient of the whole conduct of Urdenetta as their 
commander, addressed by the English officers to 
the government, and a memorial praying that an 
efficient oflScer might be appointed to supersede 
that general. A few days brought an order for 
the immediate attendance of Urdenetta and Co- 
lonel Montilla (whose name had been injudiciously 
mentioned in the statement) at Angostura, to ac- 
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count before the Congress for their behaviour. { At 
the same time arrived two of General Aris-^ 
imendez's servants, who, with his usual kindness 
labd consideration, had rapidly despatched them 
■with six mul^ to convey a part of my clothes, 
'which had arriviedat the capital in the fleet, and 
j three hundred dollars for my itamedisite wants. 
1 1 had also the honour of a letter from him, 
? in which he desired me to proceed without delay 
Uo Angostura, as I was wanted on an expedition 
'of moment^ 

/Cittle time served for preparation, and 1 de- 
jparted from Maturin next morning and reached 
/Angostura in three days, where I met with a most 
( cordial reception from my patron and his lad^ He 
expressed himself much hurt at the behaviour of 
Admiral Brion towards me; but as the latter had 
such a profusion of wealth, which was at the com- 
mand of the government when it pleased him, it 
was not politic at that moment to agitate the ques- 
tion of bis right to take the vessel from tfie ' after 
the Confess had confirmed me in the command 
of it, as such. a proceeding miglit very likely have 
occasioned an open rupture* 

Arismendez was now at the head of the country, 

and in the absence of the president held the reins 

, of government completely in his own bands ; and 

foitimate would it have been for the interests of 

the Republic if he bad been allowed to certain 
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them^ but party-spirit and that rancorous jealousy 
whioh has ever proved the bane of Colombia oc^ 
casioned his removal before he had time to compMe 
the well-planned arrangements he hod in progrest^. 
When he was first elected vioe-president^ he 
found the aflairs of the state in the most ruinous 
disorder which can be imagined. /There was no 
regularly organized force in the country elGeptj 
the British legion ; and all that the Republic had 
then to meet the Royalists^ who numbered about 
6000 good troops^ were the straggling bands of | 
guerillas^ under Colonel Montes; about 600 of - 
the same description under General Bermudesi; 
300 inferior cavalry) under General Monargas; 
th« cavalry of General RoxM^(and a small forced 
tmder General Marino^ To unite these forces^ 
amounting in all to but little more than a000> 
was> from their itinerant habits^ a matter of im« 
possibility; and to obtain the services of a great 
portion of them in a case of the most extreme 
urgeney^ was almost equally Wy unless the enemy 
chanoed to be dose at hand. Not being regularly 
embodied^ mid seldom receiving pay^ they partook 
more of the nature of iiregular militia^ who would 
retara to their hom^ whenever they thought 
proper^ and serve only when it pleased thamv 
Having no peoaniary inducement from their ojm 
govemm6fld;> Hkej felt no great desire to fight for 
its caus6« Liibetijr they carad little about; and I 
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am convinced if ihe Spaniards ooald have tempted 
i them with mdney^ they would as cheerfully have 
ehed the blood of their oWn ooantrymen as they 
wouid have fought in their defeiice; They only 
leemed to entertain one cteBh^e. Which was that 
bf enriching themselves, acd of {ireseiVing theiif 
booty undisturbed. When the royal army hap^ 
ened to approach their own provineos^ they would 
esist it, but would never^ if they could avoid 
)t, serve beyond the precincts of their own 
home i and whenever they have done so^ the offlH 
jeers have been compelled t& tie them tdgether^ 
like horses, and literally drag tli^m^ or drive theui 
at the point of the lanee to the mune of aotiott<y. 
I will here relate one or two instances of deser*^ 

tiOD, V^bich will 1ia6r6' fuUy illystt^e ihd f^«liilg» 
entertained by the lower iilbSM6 in VdiiWttela to< 
Ifmrds the catide of ittdepehdeii^e 1km Vdttlid«8 of 
assertions. . 

General Marino wished tot&ke {}&rt ^of th« gftt^ 
rillas under- Colonel Montes, WiHi his dwn fbro«y 
iti Ofdef to attack the enediy whd "fmH ttp^oabh** 
ing BafceloAa. Fat this pttrpese all the men in 
Cumanacoa and thd paft6 adjacent were atitti- 
moned to appear under arms oti & 6ertaia day, but 
were kept iti ignorance as io the ptirpos« flBf 
which thfey were want«di When «b€ parade it^ 
fortiiddy th6se who wer^ destined to i&ttfcli were 
oi-dertsd fnt6 ihn cAsa Ibrtei wh«rd they w«r& 

M8 I 
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locked up till the following day^ when they were 
tied together iu files with ropes^ of which tiiere 
not being sufficient at hand, the entrails of. bul- 
locks were used as a substitute. In this manner 
they moved off; but before they reached the 
head-quarters of Marino, not more than a third 
of them were ieft^ and those soon alter found 
means to decamp. On such occasions their return 
to their native province is welcomed with great 
cordiality^ and they are received with more eclat^ 
for their well-timed escape^ than would be 
awarded to them for the greatest act of valour 
they, could display. Arismendez ^^ at one 
time^ after immense labour, got together above ^ 
2000 mulattoes^ with the intention of organiz- 
ing them in the numner of the British troops^ 
with whom they wer^ int^ided to serve^ and pro- \ 
cured scarlet jf^cji^ts from the stores to clothe ! 
them^ thinking such an ornament would be an in- i 
ducement fo.r thein to continue in the service. At | 
night they were surrounded by the British legion^ \ 
to prevent their escape ; but as soon as the troops | 
were asleep in the camp> which was at the top of 
an eminence^ the rush downwards was like the burst- 
ing forth: of a body of water^ and in the morping not 
one of them was to be found. All were gone^ and j 
what was worse, the red jackets along with th^s^y 
Such, was the force destined to support the glo- 
rious cause of liberty in Venezuela. Without dis- 
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cipliney necessary arms, or clothing ; vnih officers 
incomparably ignorant of military tactics^ and 
themselves without the least anxiety for the suc- 
cess of their country. Added to these were the 
troops under General Paez, which were by far the 
best ; yet so low was the ebb of patriotism^ that 
nearly the whole of them had served under the 
Spanish generals^ but the great hospitality of 
Paez induced them to join the Independent stan- 
dard. These^ which amounted to about 3000^ 
could always when they pleased hold Morillo in 
ch*eck ; and their incursive mode of warfare was 
particularly annoying to him whenever he took up 
his quarters in their vicinity. They were at this 
time in New Grenada, with Bolivar. 

In order to remedy this deficiency of troops^ 
Arismendez had formed a plan of raising a brigade 
of 4000 men^ consisting of Creoles^ Sambos^ and 
Indians^ by a sort of conscription^ and was suc- 
ceeding as well as could be desired. Half the 
brigade was completed^ with very few desertions j 
for having taken . every precautionary measure to 
prevent the final escape of any who were so in- 
clined^ those who made the first attempt were re- 
taken and executed in the presence of the remain- 
der, which, together with the promised rewards, 
retained them in the service. He also found in the 
storey of the capital vast quantities of ordnance 
and bther stores, which had been purchased in 
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£flf Und and the United States at an iminense ex^ 
piinse, but wbioh had lain a long tipie in a con- 
futed maas^ no person knowing or oaring what they 
were^ although they were at this period so ex- 
tremely requisite. These he had carefully as- 
sorted and applied to the purposes for which they 
were originally intended. At Angostura there 
was not a single Tessel of any description which 
was capable of service^ and the trade of the river 
Oronoco was entirely without protection. The 
carpenters taking adviintage of the scarcity of 
bai^ds^ and the great want of vessels^ one and all 
struck for an advance of wages^ and refused to 
work till their demand was complied with. Aris- 
mendez^ who was not to be thwarted, * adopted at 
pnae the most likely means of Aimishing the state 
with the vMsels'tb^y needed. He caused four 
or five gallows of a^freat length to be erected by 
his soldiers, and faaHring assembled all the caipen- 
ters la ttie city betoldthem> that anless six flecheras 
(gaQ'^boats of a pee«liar construction) were ready 
for launching in fourteen days, he would hang 
every one of them. It is scarcely necessary to 
add^ that they were finished in the time allotted; 
These and many other things he was engaged in 
completing when he was remoTed from office; 
and bad ht but remained in it another year, the 
Republic would have been in a Nourishing state. 
Upon the arrival of Greneral Urdenetta at Angos- 
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tura he was arrested by the orders of Arismendez^ 
together with Colonel Montilla^ and kept in con<^ 
finameni till the Congress was prepared to hear 
his defence. It may be imagined that Arismendez 
did not forget his arrest at Margarita, and the 
attempt made to disgrace him ; but whether the 
reooUeotion influenced his conduct on the present 
CMScasion I cannot say. Urdenetta, however, by the 
united voice of the Congress, was instantly removed 
from the command of the British legion, and oer«» 
tainly not without ample cause. Colonel Montilla 
was not disgraced in any way^ as it was clear that 
he had merely acted under the orders of hid ge- 
neral^ who could alone be responsible for the effects 
of them ; but as Urdenetta was removed from the 
army^ Montilla lost his situation as ffefe de esteuh. 
(^Urdenetta was superseded by Marino^ a captain*" 
! general who possessed the most unbounded in^ 
i flueoce in the eastern district^ where the division 
was then stationedi; In this quarter he could 
always raise an army when »o other chief could 
obtain a man ; and he also had the power of ob- 
taining vast supplies of provisions and other neces- 
saries for the troop6^ through his connexion with 
the wealthy families. He had been many years 
in the Yenesufelan service, and had rendered him- 
self on all occasions remarkably conspicuous for 
his talents as a member of the senate during the 
time he was of the Congress ; for his great mill- 
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^iary skill and undoubted bravery^ as also for his 
warm devotion to the liberty of the Republic, and 
his inflexible integrity. With these qualifications, 
united to his general interest, he was decidedly 
the fittest man to be placed at the head of the Bri- 
tish legion at a juncture when their confidence was 
destroyed by the weakness and dishonourable con- 
duct of their late commander. The Congress 
were very solicitous for his acceptance of the 
office, as they knew it would give the highest sa- 
tisfaction to the country at large, who looked up to 
Marino as the only prop of their fallin|^^cause. 

General /Marino is of Irish extraction, and is 
allied to the Leinster family^ He is said to be the 
heir to a baronetcy, which is now supposed to.be 
extinct. He has shown me letters and papers in 
confirmation of.this, and has expressed his deter- 
mination of visiting Ireland to claim it, when the 
affairs of Colombia were so far settled as to 
render hvs absence a matter of.no importance. His 
grandfather emigrated to Venezuela many years 
since, and resided there with an only daughter, 
who was united to a Spanish merchanit of immeujse 
wealth, and from this marriage, I believe, Marino is 
descended. He is(tall and athletic, and has a very 
open countenance, which is a perfe(A index to his 
mind.f his manners are elegant, and his educatkm 
extensive; His steady adherence to the wd.faare 
of his country, and his continued opposition to the 
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measures of those who have their own aggrandise* 
ment more at heart than the future interests of the 
Republic^ have entitled him to the esteem and 
regard of the patriotic portion of his countrymen ; 
while, on the other hand, it has rendered him 
extremely obnoxious to the party to whom he has 
been opposed, who have been incessant in their 
attempts to lower his consequence. 
. About this time, the expedition which created so 
much noise, termed the ^^ Irish Legion,*' was, by ad- 
vices recently received from General Devereux, the 
promoter of the scheme, expected to arrive at Marga- 
rita. This person is of Irish parentage, and himself 
a native of Ireland. His father took a very active 
part in the scenes which characterised the last 
dreadful rebellion which agitated that country, and 
finally sufiered the extreme penalty of the law as 
a puni^hmeint for his interferfiide. The junior 
Devereux, of whom I now spdak, was during a 
great part of his life engaged in JDpettjy^ mercantile 
way, in various parts of the United iStates, whil^er 
the chief part of his. family had fled> in order to 
save themselves from the powerful arm of the 
law. During his engagements in trade, he 
noiade frequent visits both to England and Irelaad, 
whereby hetcontrived to get acquainted with 
soi^e of the most f e&pectable merobants of both 
ooutttries* In 1816 he went to Carthagena, where 
he saw Bolivar, to whom he represented his ability 
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to raise a legion^ provided securities w&re given 
him; but some misunderstanding arose between 
Bolivar and himself, which delayed any arrange- 
ment. Afterwards he was invited to bring a body 
of men to the country by Bolivar^ to which he paid 
no attention, until he found that General English 
had completed his contract with the Republic of 
Venezuela, for the formation of his brigade ; and 
then the fertile imagination of Devereux sug- 
gested to him a scheme on the same prineiple, 
by which a considerable sum of money might be 
pocketed. 

Having formed his plan^ this specious adventurer 
proceeded to Angostura^ and made known to the 
Congress his intention of forming a legion in Ire- 
land. He assured them thai his utilimited influence 
in that country would enable him to raise a body 
of troops greater in number than the British legion^ 
and that he could^ from his own resources^ ade- 
quately jSt them out^ and transport them there to 
the dep6t^ provided an ample recompense were 
guaranteed him. These representations induced 
the government and the President Bolivar to listen 
to his proposal ; and they agreed^ that when the 
country was in a situation to satisfy the claims of 
thoi^ who assiisted it in its arduous Stmggle^ they 
would not only reimburse him for all the expenses 
of the levy and outfit, but w^ould make him an 
allowance fop his life, and besjtow on him the rank 
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of general of divisioa^ if he falfiUed his propowls j 
the latter to be asaumed when he came out with 
his troofNi. 

These tibings being secuKd to him by the 
written contract of the Republic^ signed by Boli- 
var^ in the name of the Congress^ he immediately 
departed for Ireland; and upon his arrival in 
Dublin^ represented to the mayor> corporation^ 
aod principal inhabitants^ that he was created 
a general by the Venezuelan Congress^ in eonaii- 
deration of the services he had performed for the 
Republic ; and that he was authorised to raise a 
body of three thousand men or more (the number 
to be regulated by his own judgment). He added, 
that he was further empowered to dispose of com- 
missions in the Independent service^ to aU who 
wished to purchase them at thoiSfune rate as those 
of the British service were sold at, the pay in 
South America heii^ much more; while there 
was a certain prospect of realizing a handsome 
fortune in a very short space of time. His ooun« 
tryfnen> naturally warm and enthusiastic^ unsus* 
piciously received him with all the marks of atten- 
tion and respect due to one who hlid disinterest* 
0dly engaged in so noble a cause^ and for a long 
time he shared their greatest hospitality. A public 
dinner was givim soon after his arrival^ to whioh 
he was invited^ and requested to state the nature 
of the service^ how he intended to effect the 
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completion of the legion^ and what assistance he 
could be rendered in the undertaking. . 

Devereux, who was eminently endowed with 
that sort of eloquence which can paint the cause 
of liberty in glowing colours, and make a pow- 
erful appeal to warm feelings, like those of the 
Irish, in support of it, but too well succeeded in 
persuading them that he was every thing that he 
represented himself to be. Many parents were 
induced to send their children, out under his 
promised protection, as candidates for a portion 
of the fame and glory he had so warmly anticipated 
as the future lot of those who embarked with him. 
Numerous were the applications made by the 
younger male branches of respectable families^ 
who were fired with the idea of military fame, 
for commissions; to whom, professing to favour 
those who came first, he sold them at what he 
termed a lower price than the injunctions he had 
received from the Congress had enjoined him to do. 
By these means he obtained at the onset about 
sixty thousand pounds, all of which he appropri- 
ated to his own use. As there were many young 
men who had the inclination, though they possessed 
not the ability to purchase at the price demanded, 
rather than disappoint their hopes of glory and 
crush their patriotic feelings, he. kindly sold 
them commissions for any sum they could, raise, 
and actually induced many junior offi<^rs, whom 
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his plausibility had worked upon, to part with those 
which they then held in the British service, and 
expend every guinea of the produce in the pur- 
chase of his own fabrications, and the necessary 
equipments for their voyage. Various forms of 
commissions were printed on parchment, and 
filled up by the secretary of the general, and 
signed by the latter as authorised by Bolivar. 
These were distributed according to the purse of 
the applicant, his usual practice being, when a 
young man askecl for sn ensig^cy, to advise him to 
the purchase of a rank much higher; and in several 
instances young lads of eighteen and nineteen, 
just emerged from the hands of their tutors, were 
induced to buy majorities and colonelcies in regi^ 
ments which never existed but in the imagination 
of the sot-disant general. 

Having thus gained as much money as he pos- 
sibly could in Ireland, he employed various per- 
sons as recruiting serjeants> to raise men for the 
.Venezuelan service, and then proceeded to Liver- 
pool under the pretence of chartering ships to 
convey them to the scene of action,, but in reality 
to.cr^aube the same sensation there as he had pre- 
viously done in Dublin, wd to increase the 
(Ddunber of his dupes. Here he also was. but too 
^successful. ^ Many young, men sacrificed all they 
could get to his unboundejd rapacity, and ultimately 
their lives, to the hardships and the rigours of the 
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climate to which they were afterwards exposecL 
The effect having subsided in a great measure^ 
in order to get rid of his printed forms^ he was at 
length obliged to sell them at reduced prices ; and 
it is a fact establishetl beyond a doubt> that the same 
empty name which fetched him at the commence-^ 
ment of his undertaking the sum of nearly a 
thousand pounds^ was at the end, under the 
promise of secrecy^ parted with for one and two 
hundred pounds^ and in some instances a majority 
m nnbibus was sold for eighty pounds* 
' Meantime about 2000 men were got together in 
Dublin^ through the medium of glaring hand^bills 
posted at every convenient spot) Not welUdisoi- 
plined and seasoned troopi^^ inured to fatigue and 
danger of every description^ like those taken out 
by General English^ but a oonfiised^ heterogeneous 
mass^ varying from the peatent fVesh from the 
ploughshare^ to the artisan^ whose close> sedentary 
occupation rendered him sickly^ and altogether 
unfit for the active duty of a soldier ; while not one 
of Ihe whole had ever seen a shot fired. These 
were despatched io Liverpool, where* they were . 
idly strolling about the towti for borne time ; and 
not receiving the pay and rations they had been 
led to expect, they committed the most daribg out- 
rages upon the public buildings^ under the impress 
sion which was made by an artfiil colleague of theil^ 
commander^ that the latter had left money %f 
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their maiateiiaDce in the hands of the mayor of 
the town. The corporation, however, in consi. 
deration of the oaiuse in which they were to be 
employed, was induced to look over their delin* 
quencies and to repair the injury doiie. At length 
they^ were embarked in some brigs and small ves* 
J sels lor Margarita, with so small a stock of pro* 
^ visioiis^ that long before they arrived at the des- 
tined port they were ordered on short allowance^ 
and by the time they approached the island were 
\ nearly famished* They were landed ; and here^ 
to complete the misery of these poor misguided 
beings, they found the yellow fever raging with 
extraofdinary violence. Immense numbers were 
swept off dail^ who, from their previously weakened 
state, were unable to bbar the effects of the powen- 
ful remedies employed on such occasions; while a 
greater scarcity of provisions prevailed than had 
been felt for yeaj*s. (tjpwards of seven hundred and 
I fifty thus perished, and among them many fine young 
; men who had purchased commissions) as before de- 
scribed. So numerous was this class of deluded suf- 
ferers> that had the Republic been obliged^ by any 
|>revious agreement with Devereux^ to find them 
the degrees of rank they had so incautiously bought^ 
they would more than have . sufficed to furnish 
50,000 men with officers. There were^ as it was 
reported, one hundred and sixteen colonels alone^ 
and the next inferior grades were nearly as amply 
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provided. The(whole of them, to Aeir asteiiiA- 
ment and horror^ found tlmt the govemment had 
never given any authority to ^wercfUx (pp 'any 
other individual to dispose of any rank <]p their- ser- 
vice^ which, in Colombia, is a practice ^it^ im- 
known ; and many , of them having expended 
their last shilling to embaJrk in the oause, were 
reduced to the necessity of selling iheir clothes 
for present subsistence) These were sacrifioed in 
such an emergency at less than half their value, 
and with the proceeds many of them departed for 
the United States. There they lingered in a dreadfiil 
state of wretchedness, until they obtained assistance 
from their friends to reach their respective hottes; 
no small number of wlKim died of starvation before 
the necessary relief arrived. 

De vereux had taken care not to • go out with 
them to Maigarita, but had remained in Ireland and 
England, living sumptuously on the.rooney of which 
he had drained them, until the ebullition had sub- 
sided in South America, and ttie return > home of 
some of the persons he had cheated, placed, him 
in imminent danger of either being arrested or 
shot. One or two spirited young men challenged 
him in Dublin, and when he declined 'to>aftiet 
them> publidy insulted, and, I b^elieve, castigated 
him, but without effecting the object* they !bad dn 
view — a meeting. He escaped privately to ^Liver- 
pool/ where * he chartered a coal brig to convey 
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bimseJf and his *^ staffs" as he termed about twenty- 
five or twenty-six persons who had assisted him 
in the furtherance of his plans^ to Margarita, where, 
it subsequently appeared, that he fully expected 
to be put to death, through some information he 
received while on his passage. 
The(remainder of the men he^ h^-d sent out, who 
j ^escaped the ravages of the yellow-fever, were 
, / ifpartly organized at the suggestion of General Eng- 
ylish, who was then residing at Margarit^ in inacti- 
vity. It proved a work of immense labour, although 
aided by the superintendance of General Clementi, 
who had been, in the absence of General Aris- 
mendez, appointed governor of the island. It was 
j then in contemplation by Arismendez to unite these 
jmen with the British legion at some convenient 
4 spot; and had they joined the army then fitting 
I out for another campaign, the whole would have 
1 formed a force more than was requisite to drive 
i the entire army of Spain' from Colombia. This 
1 great national advantage was prevented, and ike 
1 scheme frustrated by the folly and capricious 
' obstinacy of Admiral Brion^ through whose unpar- 
donable misconduct the services of these men were 
almost wholly lost to- the Republic. Nearly every 
evil, indeed, that befel the country and its cause, 
during the long and unnecessarily protracted war, 
may be fairly traced to the inconsistent aiid un- 
reasonable actions of the chiefs, together with their 
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iBsurinountable jealousy of each other* Without 
the least iutentioii of reducing the credit dpe Xq 
the Spanish officers as.geuerals^ to these .cruel 
despoilers of their country's honour^ may be juptlif 
ascribed the principal advantages gained, by.tjjio 
enemy. 

Ariamendez having resolved to unite the two 
l^ions at some place near Cumanacoa> where tlie 
necessary arrangements were making for the in* 
tended campaign^ sent instructions to Gener^^I 
Marido to appoint some officer^ on whom he could 
plaoe the utmost reliance, to receive them at 3ar- 
celotiaj and conduct them thither; at the same 
time he desired Admiral Brion to hold the fleet in 
readiness td transport them from Margarita* 
Marino despatched General Bermudez to receive 
the troops^ who was nearly taken by the encjmy 
in pbtssing their postal in the neighbourhood of 
the Gulf of Guriaco^ on his^ way. to the place 
ajipointed. Upon bis arrival at a wood near the 
gulf, he was overtaken by a stroug foraging pa^rty^ 
sent out of the city of Cumana; by whom he wa$ 
quickly surrounded. He had only a bodyrguard 
of fifty lancers with hiiii> and with these . he. foughi;^ 
with great detemiinatioit and good, success on ,^^^ 
defensive, his principal ol^ect being tocut.hi^n^y 
through thedi> and fly to the banks of the Oro^pco^ 
This the Spaniards endeavoured to pr^yept^ ^J^ 
hii es0ftpe for som^ tilae Iseemed dout^M j but h^ at 
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tength gained his point by a ruse de guerre. Pre- 
tending to make a,n effort to regain the road by which 
he had come from Cumanacoa^ he thereby drew the 
main strength of the enemy to that point. He then 
made a feigned charge^ as if attempting desperately 
to force his way through them^ but just before he 
approached them he wheeled suddenly rounds and 
dashed through those only who were between him 
and his intended route. Being unprepared to foU 
low, they were soon left far behind; and as they were 
composed exclusively of infantry^ they could not 
overtake him, and he reached Barcelona in safety. 
Here he waited upwards of three weeks in daily 
expectation of receiving the troops, as did General 
Marino at Cumanacoa; when at length an answer 
was received by the latter from Brion, in which he 
refused to allow his fleet to convey them to that 
neighbourhood, but stated that he should not have 
any objection to transport them to amy other pro- 
vince which the Congress might name. The truth 
was, that Brion was always averse to Marino, and 
had predetermined to do all in his power to thwart 
hii^ views. This circumstance may serve to show 
the spirit of divided interest which at that critical 
time agitated the Republic, and destroyed iim best 
means of extrication from the bonds which held it. 
There were scarcely any two chiefs who were 
friendly disposed to each other's welfare; indeed, 
they generally contrived to do all the injury to 
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their rivals they possibly could^ qven* a|thpiugh 
they knew it would be at their countryfs expense.! 
From this selfish disposition proceeded inafly W- 
fortunate results, of which the one I am about to 
relate was far from the least. 

The Irish troops of Devereux being now ready 
for embarkation at Margarita, of which they had 
been in daily expectation for some time, grewrs^ther 
impatient for the commencement of the contest; 
and as there was unfortunately no scarcity of spirits 
at that moment in the island, they got intoxicated 
in a body, and committed many outrages. Ge- 
neral Clementi necessarily became anxious to ge<; 
rid of them, and to prevent a repetition of tliese 
excesses, despatched a flechera to seek Admiral 
Brion, with a request that he ^ould lake^ the tw- 
bulent visitors to the scene of action, where they 
might be tamed. Brion accordingly arrived, ;apd 
took them on board, in compliance with the wishes* 
of General Clementi; but instead of proceeding 
to thfe port to which the Congress had destined, 
he sailed for Rio de la Hacha, and finally 
landed them a little below that town, un^er the 
command of the few junior officers who acc.Qpi- 
paniedthem; and these, as may be expected, w^re 
altogether ignorant of their duty, and of the mature? 
of the war in which they were about to engage- 
Their first step was to march against Rio de la 
Hacha, which they did immediately, and eitb^ 
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frigfctened or beat the Spaniards out of it without 
any bloodshed on either side. Here they were in 
gtK)d quarters, and tibey drank and feasted as long 
as they pleai^ed, refusing all obedience to their 
pflBcers ; and after all the provisions they found in 
the place, were consumed, they plundered the in- 
habitants, and finally set fire to the .city. Thus they 
left many of the people, for whose defence they had 
engaged to fight, without a home or shelter; their 
ignorance, or their continued inebriety, not allow- 
ing them to distinguish any difference between the 
natives and their oppressors, the Spaniards. From 
Rio de la Hacha they went to Porto Bello, taking 
in their way one or two inferior towns, which they 
as speedily vacated, leaving them again in the 
hands of the Spaniards. At Porto Bello many of 
them contrived to get on board some small vessels 
which conveyed them to Kingston, in the island of 
Jamaica, where they were guilty of , the same kind 
of excesses as they had committed at their previous 
places of resort. Being destitute of the means of 
support, they became chargeable to the corpo- 
ration for their subsistence, who, to save the ex- 
pense of such a burthen, were obliged to ship them 
{dr their homes. By these means about three hun- 
dred of them lived to see Ireland again, which, with 
th6 exception of about one. hundred and fifty who 
went from 'Porto Bello to Carthagena, where they 
joined the patriot army then besieging that town. 
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were all that escaped death In sottld sh^pe or 
other, and that without having struck one bIov(r in 
the cause for which they were raised. Those who 
joined the Independents at Carthagena were formed 
into a battalion with some natives, under Coloner 
Thomas Ferrier; and the few left alive after the 
battle of Carabobo, were united with the British 
legion. 

General English, who had retired from the 
IScene of military strife to the island of Margarita, 
was applied to by many of those who had pur- 
chased commissions of Devereux, to aid them in 
procuring various grades of rank according to their 
pretensions. Some, who were either personally 
known to him, or who had friends with whom he 
was acquainted, he assisted, and these, with se- 
veral others who had remained on the island for 
the want of means to transport themselves • else- 
where, at the suggestion of General Clenienti, 
joined the battalion under Colonel Ferrier. 
Hence they had an opportunity of volunteering 
into the regular service of the Republic, and of 
rising in rank according to their conduct and ser- 
vices; but not many of them ever attained to 
any thing beyond their situation in this battalion. 
Being chiefly young, and inexperienced in military 
operations, some were so daunted at the severe 
battle which took place at Carabobo, that ftey 
fled from the field, and were- publicly disgratlred. 
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To these Bolivar gave passports, and allowing them 
only a short time to make preparations for quit- 
tipg the country, obliged them to embark, how- 
ever unhealthy ; (so that most of tliem died on their 

^ pa^agi^ to England; Others, who were more 
courageous, were killed either by the enemy or 
the climate, ap4 but very few re£^ched any Jiigh 
rank in the service of Colombia. Amongst the 
exceptions is the Baron De RheinbauJt, a gallant 
veteran, a native of Germany, who formerly be- 

* longed to the King's German Legion, and whose 
conduct as an officer cannot be too much praised. 
He has, I believe, risen to the rank of brigadier- 
general, and deservedly retains the esteem of his 
brother officers, and the authorities in Colombia. 
He originally bought a majority of Devereux in 
Dublin, which was, as in all other instances, not 
of the least service to him ; but his coolness and 
skill were such as to excite the admiration of the 
native chiefs ; and General Paez, who never suf*- 
fered a brave man to pass unrewarded, warmly 
ititerceded in his behalf, and obtained him a con* 
firmed rank from the bands of Bolivar. He has 
bopn severely wounded in the Republican service, 
and is partly disabled in consequence. 

>;^Such was the fate of the Irish legion; and such 
the conduct of the person who formed it, who is 
now residing at Paris on the fruits of his but too 
surccessful labours. 
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IHhess of fietieral Bemnidez— Eflbet of Eevoliltioiis in the fixdtement 
of InteUeqt and Capacity— -Sketch of the Career of Oenetal 
Bermudez — Author selected to convey confidential Despatches to, 
the President Bolivar, at Bogota — Oaths administered to him on 
that oooasiOD^ Preparations for theJoumvy — ^^puiish ConAuet 
on the Interception of Despatches. — ^Author's Mode of proceeding 
to his Destination — ^Voyage on the River MagAalena— Alligators 
— Advantageotra Stations for British Capitalists-^Ganalfi— Profit- 
' aWe Export of Nicaragua Wood—Town of Zolidad, and its Trade -» 
— Growth of Cotton— Description of the Bungo and how navi- 
gated — ^Adventures in the Voyage up the Magdalena — Attempt 
to plunder the Author'a Fleehera — Haw resented l^y the Sambos 
who attended him. 

On the return of General Bermudez to Cutna^ 
nacoa, he was immediately ordej'ed to march with 
the rettinaut of 'his troops to Angostura/ as he was 
destined by the Congress to the command of a 
private expeffition towards Puerto Cavello.' Un- 
fortunately; upon his arrival at Maturin, he caught 
the interraittejat fever> and before he was perfectly 
recovered from' thalt infection he was atjbackfed by 
the yellow-fever^ which raged with grefett fury for 
some weeks on the plains^ and carried off^many 
hundreds of the inhabitantsw He finally surMobnted 
botii disorders^ but tiie debilitated state in<whiefa 
they left him> occasioned the loss of his serviced 
to the government at the period they were rer 
quired, and for two or three months aft^wardb. 
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The life of General Bermudez affords perhaps 
one of the most striking instances of what may be 
effected by a noble and aspiring spirit^ when called 
into a kind of new existence by the convulsions 
which may, agitate v the land, of its nativity ; and 
although his progress is far from singular among 
the numerous heroes of his long unhappy country, 
his adventures are still deserving of notice. The 
following brief sketch of his active career, which 
will necessarily omit many acts worthy of record, 
may snatch from undeserved oblivion the enter- 
prises and sufferings of a meritorious officer; and 
as biography must precede general history, may 
furnish some far more able pen with materials, 
which but for this humble attempt might have been 
lost for ever. 

Revolution not merely ruffles the surface of 
society ; it descends into its deepest and most 
hidden recesses. Every link in the national chain 
from the noble to the serf, experiences its power- 
ful influence ; and the talent and enterprise which 
but for itis operations might have been doomed to 
yawn over the plough or the anvil, are sud- 
denly called forth, and strangely and irresistibly 
impelled into a more extended sphere, and a more 
spirited line of action. The ^eat prizes in the 
vast lottery of human life are thus brought within 
the compass of every class. Rank is temporarily 
stripped of the homage and respect which it exacts 
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at lessr turbulent periods, and the native force of 
individual character and getiius rise above the ar- 
tificial restraints which laws and custom impose. 
It may, perhaps, with some propriety, be ques- 
tioned whether, if governments were never chas- 
tened by revolutionary tendencies, much of the 
latent power of countries would not be lost, and 
the great germs of regeneration be for ever bu- 
ried in the depths of society. A more forcible 
illustratioti of this query can seldom be obtained 
than that afforded by a reference to the instances of 
individual genius which the great struggle for free- 
dom in South America has brought forth. During 
the war of the Revolution, what an array of talent 
was mustered by classes whose natural rights had 
previously been* trodden and trampled upon, and 
whose intellects were beclouded by the darkened 
veil of ignorance which bigotry and superstition 
had thrown over them. Who could have imagined 
that men whose fathers had been treated like wild 
beasts of the field, and driven to their labours by 
the application of tortures scarcely even inflicted 
upon brutes, could all at once display that inten- 
sity of feeling, and those high and lofty purposes 
which are only expected from individuals who are 
nurtured in the bosom of a free and civilized com- 
munity? Yet that siich talents wel'e shown has 
been ptoved to the cost of the Spanish enslavers, 
who have severely felt that the stfon^ im^lse 
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of the times oalled forth new and uQusually bright 
characters into the arena of active life, who but 
for their own tyranny would have p&ased their 
days in the dull round of a mere animal exist- 
ence — men who have become the arbiters of 
their country's fate, the assertors of its rights, and 
the bold intrepid chastisers of the oppressors who 
had so long and so cruelly usurped it. Indeed re- 
Volution, however great its occasional evils, comes 
in some instances as a seasonable relief; and in 
this, at least, it has taught the Spanish and all 
other governments a memorable and impressive 
lesson, which it is hoped will operate as a just 
cheek upon that ambition which would exalt itself 
(or ever on the necks of an enthralled population. 
Bermudez was the son of a humble but indus- 
trious couple, who resided in or very near to 
the city, of Caraccas, whose daily occupation was 

that of conveying prpvisions to the garrison 
and tbe inhabitants^ in which the hero of this 
brief memoir during bis boyhood assisted them. 
His father, thpugh a simple and illiterate man, was 
warmly inclined towards the patriot interest^ and 
in his bumble way used to argue with the younger 
part of his acquaintance against the despotic prin- 
ciples of the Spanish government, with a view to 
induce them to join the troops whi/ch were then 

.secretly levying for the Independent cause by 
Genejral Miranda. When the city of daraccas 
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wasi fir^t sMpeeted of an attadtmeiit to the in- 
surgents, 'Sofme eicpressions incautioilsly* littered 
by this staunch old patriot obtained for hito 
the hatred of the Spanish imlitary govettot, who 
shortly after indarcerated, and finally gibbeted him. 
Bejrmudez, who was then but eighteen years old^ 
had applied in vain for mercy towards his aged pa- 
rent. The entreaties of filial affection, and the ve- 
nerable gray hairs of the victim, failed to exoite pity 
in the breast of Monteverde, who ordered not only 
that the son should be confined within the walls of 
the fortress, but brutally directed that he should 
be compelled to witness the execution of his father. 
Feeling all that a son could feel on such a horrible 
occasion, Bermudez, on his release,* immediately 
left the neighbourhood of Caraccas, with his un- 
happy mother, for the plains of Maturin, where lie 
had intended to provide a shelter for her few re- 
maining years, while he entered the seryice of, 
his country to revenge the murder of, his father. 
Her death, which was occasioned by excessive 
grief while on the painful journey, prevented the 
necessity of this arrangement for her safety; and 
he therefore entered without delay ' among th6 
irregular xiavalry of the plains, as a private. Th*^ 
band in which he had enrolled himself, was tinde^ 
the command of an active and brave mati'kianled 
Hirogas, and' for two or three years it S/^ras'ihi- 
ceasingiy employed in various acts of annoyance 
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to the, ^j:iemy, though its iDferjor numhers pre- 
reptje^ it ' from coming to any open «igage* 
meat. Its movements were chiefly directed against 
th^ Spanish foraging parties^ who seldom es-; 
cs|,ped its vigilance while in th^t quarter. In 
tVese skirmishes Bermudez always shone con- 
spicuously for his determined bravery and his great 
personal prowess; and during the first cavipaign 
of his party, after hfi had joined them, he was 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant of a small 
troop, at whose head he was constantly hurling 
destruction on the destroyers of his parents. 

Promotion in the^e bsmds is generally awarded to 
the conqueror of the known best men bedonging to 
thein in a pitched : battle ; and the. strength. with 
which Bermudez had .been ecidQwed by nature, 
had hitherto enaUied him to vanquish all who had 
competed with him in the gymnastic gaoijes which 
filled up their few. leisure hour3, and to chastise! 
all who were insolent io him. Owing to this supe*^ 
riority, Ijogether with his uniform, good conduct 
and unassuming manners, ho was equally loved and 
dreaded,! wd the usual tri^.l of prowess was there^ 
fo^re^ dispensed with. The ; injury done to. the 
Spiquard? by the troops of Bennudez, . which 
o^dy ,9tmojanted to. four hundred men, was inoalnu- 
Is^ble^ and .naturally begat a desire to punish them. 
Mooteverde sent out a strong datachmeot, consists 
ing of six hundred cavalry and an equal .number of 
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infantry^ to attack HirOgaj, Who Was then statibned 
on the top of a stnati hill aboUt ffteen leagues from 
the Spanish head-qftarters. They marched, and 
arrived at the foot of the hill about midnight ; but 
the cautious measures adopted by the guerilk 
chief not fallowing his troops to be tfaken by sur- 
prise^ they were discovered^ atid i^aluted with a 
volley of such small arms as the band possessed. 
The Spaniards advanced^ and a dreadful combat 
ensued^ the little party not receding a step ; but 
the odds being so much against them^ they were 
overpowered, and the brave Hirogas fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Bermudez, having ascertained 
this, dashed into the middle df the infantry^ and 
succeeded in rescuing hU eirief, but not uiftil thiJ 
latter had receivted wounds which in a few wieeks 
caused his death. The enemy theh retreated, leirv- 
ing their horses, many of their arnls, &c. in the 
hands of their opponents, and about one-thiJ*d 6f 
their number dead on the field. On this Hirogas 
ordbred his men to march to their native plains, 
where he intended to recruit, but soon after he had 
reached them he expired. The command of thh 
band was then, by general consent, glveif tq Ber- 
miidez, who lost not a moment iti prepdring for 
another expedition against the enemy« His f^e 
was tiow proclaimed loudly^ and he received a vast 
addition to his force ; but as it consisted of men 
who had not the means of obtaining arms, he was 
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ofcliged to, wait u»tU fortune fevoured him with £i 
siicpessful ^ttc^ck upoa the Spaaiards before h^ 
Got)ld ^Ly^l J^imseljr of their saFvicefi. Horses they 
seildom .wanted long>.as the innoeaseiherds pccupy- 
iuig t^eiinouiitaiDs aiDd plaios of Yeue^tueLa aiQTorded 
a pleatifql supply at all tune9> by xaerely taking 
the trouble qf lassoing theoi.* 

After completing the necessary arrangements^ 
JBeribude9 sallied forth to attack the Spanish forces, 
infho were laying, siege to the town of Maturin> and 
he quickly began to display himself in his true 
colours. Three successive fortunate captures fur* 
mshpd him with aiins> ammuoUiooi and every, mili'* 
t^y esswtifdj and his force was regularly enrolled 
by the Codgresfl as a portion of its troops^ and wc^s 
in app^aranqe and discipline far more respectable 
th^ aqiy other of the guerillas^ He next united 
Un^self to Gen^ritl Roxas> and in conjunction they 
g^^lantly defeated the whole afmy of Boves^ the 
Spanish cominander^ putting nearly half of his men 
to dearth, find captnripg every article of baggage 
he had^ Rqx^ in this action slew Boves and nine 
others wit,h his own hand ; and Bermudez, as it was 
st^€)d bynvany of his own men> as well as those 
b^onging to his partner in the affriay^ killed aboye 

X 

^ This operatidn has heen so well described by other travellers 
I lA^titik AmerkKj as to render any d^aeHf tion bieri^ quite supers 

fliiaa^. CaptaiA HaU'fi aarratire affords » leell wrj^tei^ fu)4 mmU 
account of it. 
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thirty in the action^ during which be broke three 
lances. He was now created a g«ne»al » of divi- 
sion by the government^ and offered fayy b^t tiie 
latter he disinterestedly declined, at the Mtaelnlie 
requesting as a particular mark of favoav from 
the Congress^ that it would never ^bestMT a Uigher 
rank upon him than that h6 had Just accepted. 
From this time he continued to fight for'hi8XM:>iBi- 
try's liberty without the hope or iftten^n of re- 
ceiving reward ; frequently making vatt aacrifieels 
to render pecuniary assistance to the Gongresa^ 
and at all times raisings free of expense to it, il«^- 
plies of cattle for the use of the patriot army. The 
exertions of this brave man are unparalleled;, ex- 
cept in the instance of Paez, whom he closdy 
resembles in manners and dispoi^^n. Many of 
the victories which have been gained by the inde- 
pendent chieftains in that district have beeii^Hiainly 
owing to his assistance ; and most of the ' aiili^ 
tary and political advantages which have been 
gained over the Spanish armies^ have been through 
his activity and well-titned efforts to cirt off their 
supplies. 

After fighting in the various provinces near his 
o wn^ Bermudez and his band, who were^ by his 
example inspired with an ardent desire to free 
their country, marched to New Grenitcfe^, where 
he shared in the honour of some of "the ^teost' de- 
cisive battles gained by the mutual efforts of iiie 
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imited vice^royalties. He was ever to be found 
at hi8. port; ^inalterably the same firm patriot^ 
tke same intrepid soldier, to whom none of the 
obetadkts so frequently thrown in his way and the 
aumeroQs machinations of the enemies which envy 
created him, could turn aside or intimidate. 

Ift person Bermudez is Ttery tall, exceeding six. 
feet three inches in height, extremely well proper- 
tioned, and possessing great muscular power. He 
has a fine handsome intelligent countenance, beam- 
ing with good-nature and sincerity. As may be 
ima^ned from the foregoing recital of. his life, be 
is not much acquainted with literature, his edu- 
catioQ having been . unavoidably limited, but his 
mind is by nature enlarged, and only needs cul^ 
tivaticm to enable him to far outshine most of his 
rivals in Colombia. He is unacquainted with the 
poUahed forms of society, but he exhibits the 
natural politeness of a generous hearty Ml of 
simplicity. He is a plain honest soMier, as brave 
as his sword, and as sincere as he is brave. He 
is also perfectly free from that propensity for gam^ 
bling, which, with few exceptions^ characterisecr 
the whole of the native military officers oTthe 
Repdblic,. being in numerous cases un^oniTOlable. 
Neitl^r has he the least portion of tiie> intriguing 
spirit and jealoiisy which actuates nearly all the 
leading men.of Cdbmbia. He is remarkably hos- 
pitable^ frequency sharing his last meal with any 

VOL. I. o 
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pWHtm in want of it 9 %nd upon eiewy oc^asbm 
Qftge? ip serve all who merit aMjiatance. 

6eing oonapiouwA fox his intrepidity and adb 
dress on all pressing emergeuoies, and also for « his 
iaviola^ inte£n^ity> he has been always appointad 
the bearer of dospatehes by Bolivar^ and the €k»a» 
gress^ upon matters of momeiA^ ^whenever he was 
near at kand. In one instance, which I was 'a; 
witness iq, during the war^ he arrived at the banks 
of the OrbnoQO opposite to tiie eity of Angostura^ 
where he had to deliver despatohes of the greateat 
importance^ frma Bolivar to the vioe^-president^ 
and to retard without a moment's delay mtk t^ 
pliesi Ht arrived ik the river on homebaeby-aad 
nM perceiving' any boat at hand in Hrhick he 'coali 
b# ci^nvfeyed across, bat stiU determined in tkMf^ 
lu(t orderSf he diamoonted} and leading, his borse^ 
he swtati ^er by his side^ although the river in 
^t pltrt, wUch is tka imrrowest^ is a mUe atfd a 
hidf across, with a rapid ourrent^ and infeirled wMh 
a^irma of alKgalort. He returned in the samti 
mannw i and this is ' his usual pviotlce on mmilav 
eeeMionSk 

Daring tbn time of the occupation of the city ef 
Garaoeas hy Genmal Merillo^ Bermudea waa* $ttM 
ployed to convey despatches by the Ooagress at 
Angostura to; B<divar> wboso amy waistahiont to 
attempt to retake the tity^ and he had oeeasiM to 
g9 through a narrow pass in the mountains^ at tha. 
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tiioiiiii< of W hidh tbs Spitniards bad posted piquets 
to prevent wy fiurprise. He had ooly two persoiui 
Hfith hiiu^ nod to effect bis object was seemingly 
ao* impoMible^ tbciifew iaen bemdes himself would 
hm^ attemptfid it. He would not» however, relin^ 
quiih the fulfilment of his orders^ and determined 
to effect that by stratagem, which his inferior 
•trength prevented him from ach^ving openly. 
Having come to this determinaidon^ he oon^ 
eealed himself until night in one of the numerous 
WoQda> where be awttsed himself in the inteiv 
yal by outtiqg several strong stakes^ whieh he 
C9vctr0d tbiekly wi(ih<iiome of the foliage^ so ae 
to give them in ibe gloom smnething like the 
appoara&ce of men. . These he drdve into the 
Ifround with a pistol aeoured to each, with its 
mouth precisely directed to the spot ocwpied by 
the enemy^ and to each trigger he fai^ened a 
itriiig, which the men who aooompaaied hin) had 
made,) during the day^ of the bark of the coquita 
tree^"*" These strings were united at the extreme 
iRd^ which wAs held by Bermudee, who eautiouily 
crept along as close to the mouth of the passage 
as possible, followed by the n^en^ without being per- 
ceived^ and so a.s to avoid inqurring the danger of 
receiving the contents of the fire-arms which he was 

* ^Mn tr«e k pl«ntiftilin Coiom^iit, and ^otkm^}j it^ed'for 

at a trifling rate. C^ble^ m^ie of it li^Y^ V?^^ f^^f\^ tO h%i 
longer than those made of hemp. 

2 
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about to discjiarge. He then puUedttu^-^rtiiuiigf rfm4 
instantly the pistola^ e^ht in nun^ber, yKiqi off^ s^.dr 
ing their contents among the Spaniards, and J^^luVT 
two of them^ The remainder im^Iefiis(te]ly da]:tpd 
towards the place the firing proceeded irom^ ^- 
pecting to find a body of assailants^ and t^s 
leaving the pass unoccupied, Bermudez and his 
companions^ as they moved forward^ slipped ' ilOi 
behind them unnoticed, and escaped* i < 

j I Aftei) the battle of Boyaca^ in^Peru^ be wf^^ 

/ ^ employed in guarding the approach to the pity pf 
Santa-Fe de Bogota ; and while in the perforwaai^ 
of this duty^ was ordered to pursue a portion of 
the enemy's jtroop^^ wh^ph had fli th^iflf.hjwty 
flight separated from the n^atn body. By ^op|€^ 
muleteea*s, who had perceived theqi ,a^, thfey,/wf;r;^ 
conveying their ; merchandise froqi Hond^ oy^r) 
the hills^ it was discovered that they.jtiad taloen 
refuge in the mount^ins^ about te^ l^gues.firoi^ 
the city. Bermudez marched against them^ .ap^ 
was guided by a muleteer to the plaoe of th^ 
retreat^ which he found th^ey had ^xi^d uptjv^^^a^ 
one of very difficult ftcceas. He su^c^edeji^ io; 
forcing them out of it^ and in the ob^t^p^tecg^b^ 
which followed nearly the whole of thenji werroifl^f;^ 
and the few survivors made pri$on^s..,|^]^4)en 

the fight was overhand bis men were. eimploye4 
in plundering the dead carcasses of every thing 
worth the trouble of carrying away^ he heard a 
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i«)ttnd 'tttoceedbg from one of tfee recesses in the 
rbidk^ *i& If 'fiFom a female in the deepest agony. 
He Weitt tb it, and there discovered an unfortunate 
wdmaii/wife bf the Spanish officer who had com- 
nianded the troops just defeated. She was lying 
ht the agonies of piarturition^ excessive terror having 

, ' r 

catsed' a pr^mattfi^ labour. Her husband had be^n 
ISlled^ Which circumstance Bermudez concealed 
from her^ and hastened in search of the only woman 
Who, excefpt the object of his solicitude, had be- 
longed to the Spanish force. She was instantly 
aietd to the wretched retreat of the sufferer, who 
gav^ Hrth to two children, a boy and girl, and 
i^6h'kfBer died. She had requested the attendance 
df the ^general a few minutes before her death, 
attdli&d implored him to preserve the lives of 
Hei" inftlnts, "if it were posi^ble. The entreaty was 
riot^lost upon him ; he pronnsed faithfully to fulfil 
% and wheii their unhappy parent had ceased to 
breathe, he caused the woman to convey them to 
Bogota!, where he pirocured a nurse for them. It 
was^utged by some of thos6 in command, that he 
ai!ig¥it not to cherish the offspring of the enemies 
6f**hisf couiitry; and that the helpless innocents 
sHttiild be put to death with the prisoners; but 
B^i^nxixde^, with a firmness which does him honour, 
ttfvti^ili'ttmt he would destroy all who dared to 
Kiff thfein. Being an officer whose services could 
fiof be 'iditJpenaed witti, no further opposition was 
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oflfered} and, conlbrmably to the request of their 
dying mother, he has ever since paid ffiem every 
attention in his power ; and I have beard him ex* 
press his determination to give them an eduoation 
superior to that of the generality of the children of 
Colombia, an idea which seemed to give htm much 
delights I saw the children at Rosario de Cucnta 
in 1821, where they were with him. They were 
then about three years old, and looked remaiicably 
healthy 4 The girl he had had named after his 
mother, and the boy after himself^ ^^ 

To return to tlie object for which Genet^alvVris* 
tiiend^E had requei^ted my attendance at Angostura,.^ 
I was informed by him, that the occasion folr which 
he required my services at that moment, was Ane 
of vital importance to the interests of the Rfepnblic. 
As the intended employment, however, was out of 
thd routine of my duty altogether, he did not 
mfean to demand my acceptance of it, unless it met 
my approbation ; but would leave me to say freely 
whether I liked to undertake it or not The pr6-> 
siden|Bolivar^ who had never been in Venezuela 
since the artiVal of the British legion> wte still in 
the vice-royalty of New Grenada, the subjugation 
of which was not yet completed. His expeditiofa 
thither^ and the object of it, had ever been looked 
upon as the act of a madman by the bulk of 
the people in Yenieuela) whose minds wei^ too 
much enveloped in ignorance to take an extended 
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yi^vf pf ji^e subject. By ftjl who were not suf* 

fi<;i^at1y .^quajated with the motivea which led 

him to embark, *ia such a scheme, b6 was se<* 

verely pensured^ fori draining h\A owti comitry of 

her few remaining resources^ and leaving her in 

almost a :hopelep3 8tate> to conduct an expecU<» 

tion^ from whioh there appeared not to them 

j the mo3t ^lender qb^nce of either hitivielf or his 

' mea returning. When> tber^fore^ he had been 

i absent for some months, and no intelligence bad 

i reached them of any kind^ relating to his move^* 

iiieqts in his new scene of action^ they at once con* 

c}uded that he^ ^nd the iKvhole of the troops he had 

taken ^th him^ were> accordiiig to their previous 

; e?i^peotations^, . lost| Mid giving up all idea of ever 

: sefing bjim agaip> they were all busily forming spe^ 

^ Qulative idea^ fis to their future president; The 

1 tri^th was^ that despatches bed been sent by BoliVar 

to the Congress freqiif ntly^ but many of them had 

n^ver been delivered } and those which had reaohed 

their destination werq of so unsatisfactory a nature^ 

tiiat the vice-president^ Arismendez^ with the con* 

Qurrepce of his fellow^members of the senate^ had 

thought it better to withhold them from the people 

altogether. TJI^e idle ^ta^ in Which the president had 

lopt his troops^ during three or four months after he 

had joined them, had neGessarily not only reduced 

hii» financesi but the spirits of his men^ which were 

brol^en dt^wa by their dreadful inarch to a very 
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low ebb. 1*0 cdDdihotficsltion of 'these li^iLtisj^iciouS 
circumstaAdes/ and his subsequent diSfefsters, tb^fe- 
therS^^lth their o'tnl^ant of sUcdess' ih VeiieiikelaJ 
Vroiild therefore have sferiously teiidfe'd to depi'es's 
the hopes of the patriotis, and to damp theii* ener- 
gies^ when it was most essential thaHhey shouTd b^e^ 
strenuously exerted to retrieve their affairs. 

The people of Venezuela were always either m 
the extreme of hope or despair, and their' Weak 
miods were as easily sunk to the one, as elevifetf 
to the other. It was therefore of the ^eate'it 
consequence that every unfavourable turn'of iHtitf 
circ^imbtances should be hidden fr(kn thera '; 'ktid 
situated as the government then was, it wslfe fair 
If ora bn easy matter to actih such a way astif]^- 
senre anequilibrium between thMr Hop^s andibkt'ii.' 
At tills tone ho information hald eve'n b^eh rd6etv^ 
by the Congress from its president foir shii alaribiiii^ 
interval ; and as the situation of the Republic was 
daily growing more and more destitute, owing to 
th* unskilftil'managemfent of Urdenetta,' Arismen- 
dez had suggested the expediency of addressiiig 
Bofivar upon the state of their affairs. Thfs was 
agreed to unanimously, but a difficulty arb^e sis 
to the manner in which these despitcheis shBiM 
be conveyed. They feared to trust tiliem t6 Wi^ 
native couriers usually employed oh such occa- 
sions, lest the knowledge of their misfortunes 
should be made public, as the bearer of them must 
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have, tp .p,a$s throagh some part of the country oc- 
cupiqd J|)y, the. SpiaQish forces^ whose vigilance it 
WQui4.be (^f^Qult to ey«^(Je., The natives^ on these 
qcc^^|o^s^,co.c^d.n^vfr be depended upon^ as they 
m^ade i^aa inv^triable rule to. deliver up their ex- 
prp^sc59, an4 pyei'y other information in their power, 
in the hope; of.saying their lives, when taken by 
tK^»emy.,^ 
_ Jl,eq^rai:Arismendez> to whose management the 
ifs^jter bad . been committed^ jiad therefore fixed 
I upw i^e fpr ^e bearer of these important com- 
/A ij^fll^ioa^ion^ a^though^ w:ith bis wonted kindness^ 
ke left jit, tp my.QWA cboipe tp undertake ot decline 
the i]U9sion. (I unmedi^tely agreed to go, as I 
I im^giiiyecl an intrpduction to Bolivar might be of 
servijf^ tp n^^ w my, career^ and Arismendez took 
ijyi;^ hiqif;e^(. to fnr^nish me with sufficient funds 
tor tK^ .d^l^^y^^V^ ^^ ^^ expenses incidental to 
suq|;i s^t jp^rn^yi aud also to supply a guard to ac- 
; Cji^mpa^yme, if I thought it necessary. The latter I 
decline^ly thinking it more prudent to proceed with 
very (ew attendants, as being less likely to create 
o})serv^on, which suoh a party must excite, and 
tiie ,^nui[nbers thsyt could be spared were by no 
if9(^^f[^ capable of contending successfully with any 
portion of til^e . Spanish army. 
/AT the next meeting of the Congress I conse- 
quently attended with the general, who introduced 
me as the person he had fixed uppn'to be the bearer 
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of th^r despiktches^ and at WM Cttiitxilimry on 
similar occasions^ an oatb was aduAnistered to mt, 
which was to the efibct/that I would tever p«trt' 
with theoi) or divulge the nature of their c^mitetitl^ 
to any person^ If in danger of being itikeii bjr 
the enemy^ I was pledged, on seeing no ehance of 
escape^ to take care to effeotually destroy the 
papers entrusted to my charge ; and gave assure 
ance that no fear of torture or death sdioilld induce 
itie to betray any knowledge I mig&t hav« of tlieir 
nature^ or of the eiroumstanoea of the Republie. 

paving been duly sworn> I i^eceived an oifder 
for three hundred dollars^ and a Warrant to impress 
mules and horses itl every place I ishould itave to 
pass through^ for any length of time it was neces^^ 
sary to detain them^ as is oustomai^y with all officers 
of the government when travellmg fot* the state. 
The native offioers generally compel the tinfoiv 
tonatt infaabitai)fai to famish tbeift with food^ itnd ^ 
every article they want( but in this respect mf 
Wiiarraiit differed from those granted to them) Two 
d&ys were allowed tne to prepare for the Jotfrneyj 
at the ehd of whieh I was to receive the des|^atehei, . 
sealed^ from Arismendez ) but the night before t 
was to h6ve started a courier arrived at th^ 
capital^ whither he had beetl Sent by Bolivar With 
letters to the vicie-presidenti which had shared the 
fttte of most of those which were entrusted td 
natives. He hitd beeft citptiired by & detaehttetit 



of SipfimJMds^ to wiiom ht had refiagnted them ta 
save hidiifek TJiere was a regular uoderstaActing 
h^wewf i^e&e people imd the Spaaiatds during 
thcr war of n^xt^rmim^n, that if they did not 
deatro^ the papers in their possessions they should 
have^^uaifter) and by these: mea&d the enemy 
often beoame acquainted with the most secret in* 
tentions and moyements both of the patriot geM«< 
rstls aud the OoQgresSi 

We learned from this courier that Bolivar was 
then marohing towards fianta«-Fe de Bogota/ the 
capital • of New Grenada^ where he was eKpeeted 
to remain ; and a few othet eircumslanced were 
gleaned from him by Ar ismendez^ relative to the 
events of little consequence which had occurred 
to > the Independent army. He was ithen^ by 
the general^s orders> immediately i^bbeted^ as a 
punishment fiir his ti*eaobery. This was the coii^i 
stent praotide of Arismend^a ; and I beUeve^ during 
^e iihert time he was jkt the head of the Congress^ 
* it tended more toieheck the perfidy of the couriere 
than any of the more lenient meisures which were 
adop4e4 by othersi However^ thia information ne<« 
ieisarily chMiged mj h)ute^ Instead of proceeding 
OVerlandi imd crossii9g the Oordillera of the Andes, 
my best eourse was to go to the city of Cartha^ 
yena> oir some pUee near it;^ by water> and theipice 
to ascend the river Magdalena^ from the shores of 
wlnch^ at a town named Honda^ Bogota is but 
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abottt^twaddys^ tide; This eMt^m&sUr^mkfd 
better than^asoeiidttig the rivilr Oronbdo^ mU^i^o^^^ 
ingrtothe sapid eunents^prodacbdi by tiiie iffliti^ti^e 
foUft of raiD) was at that time ^TitretAeiy^l^hOriiMii 
and tedious. The usuAl method of iscetiAittg the' 
Magdalenais in the bmigos by trhichitf istiavij^ed ; 
whioh are large flat-bottomed boats used to convey 
goods and passengers^ and accelerated by meatas 6f 
stout poles. For such vessels only the ^rivef ^iiS 
<mh;ulated> being yery shoally^ and in ivery^fkw 
places haiYii^ what may be termed deep watei^^ and 
it then seems to lie in holes or pits of a small size. 
The officers of the Republic, when sent on ^ny 
mission &v the government, were generally ^|>i'd- 
vided-with a warranty to impress one ' of theW 
boats and a crew into their service> tfor uttHlth 
the owner and the men never received ^nf piety. 
A voyage in them, however^ is generally k ^^i^f^k 
of considerable thne and difficulty^ owing to some 
q£ the men contriving to escape^ others tiiking 
it ioto their beads to feign sidkness to get dis- 
charged^ and to Ae periods occupied 'in i'estht^.' 
Aiismendez therefore suggested thdt it wdtild " be 
heUer to take a ffechera* of the middle ^^e, ^ilii 
a double crew of. Indians and Smnbos^' well AVihUA^ 
who would aerve for my defence as occasiotrmigllilf 
reifuife; and >afi* one crew could paddle i;«iiile^h'i^ 

•Ji^n-b6&t'of a peculiar construction, used only in shoal 
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otiker.resited^ but little iimk would be^ldsi rtodk 
hi$. s^4tjyiie^ and mttiedtately tembacked on boai4 ai 
s^PQ9W> fwmshed bjr A^iBiral Bridb, which sailed 
vil^«me >for tibe< ^Cienega river^ as the Spaniardi^ 
ware^bfltieved to be naarGairthageDa, amdit vlraa 
n^PQSsarytto U6a .some cautieotkj I arrived at^^ 
Fii^bloi Yiejoy a small but neat tmrn^ dieligfatfully 
^to^l^d .09' Ihe .banks of that river^ whevefl disem* 
bar^d'to, hire a • ^^ patron,*' or pilot for the Eifag^ 
d9lfna> and succeeded in engagHig an old nian> 
m^ho hadfovmerly been owner of a chaimpan, a&d 
hi^son^ to aot.by turos« . i 

/ 1 jbe^e had theflqohera diaembarkedy and launched 
hai^.jn oqoQf theniinerous narrow channels which- 
iairj&jrp^iQiedby a jclus^r of smsdl islands^of a most env 
'chanting ^^ppeamnce. A&er proceeding some IMe 
; way^ I {ouipd that I was surrounded by some neigh*- 
Ibour^ of. a very unpleasant desetiption. It waa 
!earJy in ^a jnoraipg when I first proceeded on 
n^y ypys^ej; and.the.sun had. not yet. risen; but 
iwh^jU j^ ra^sbegaa to beam 4;»n 'these little rifers> 
shoftt^.af alligators began to sho^ themselves, and" 
tQ. 4 swim about. k) search of their breakfast^ and 
ifjAi^^hever way the eye turned, it was met by tlie' 
yfi,wwng -SV^^^ ibrmed by ihfir. ponderous jawjgkf 
'tiliLey kepjt at. a very respectful disteiee, and a 
^i^, Umfi served to dissipate ibe uupieasant sen^ 
sations at first excited by seeing bneVself in the 
midst of such a group of monsters^ in a boat whfose 
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gunwale ivM not more tlmii eigbtomi iii^es iibo¥o 
the fliirfeoa of the wfiter« Aiftoi tbey k^d Biitisfiodi 
liie cravings ot* tlieir appetites^ tbey quiotl]; laid 
ibemsolves on the water to rest^ with theiri moutbo 
opened against tbe current^ which . sanred tho 
double parposo of warming thonselves im the mw 
and of catching any thing which perchance might 
bo drifted into their capacious receivers. 

A voyage up the Magdalena is at any time un? 
vmied and irk^omei and from the confined sitmw 
iiott in wlddi tiie traveller is obliged to remaisr 
for so many days^ one of the most unpleasant and 
fatiguing which can bo imagined^ especiaUy when 
prosecuted withao mnah speed and toil as iiWas 
on this eceamon compelled to iise> in order to «eaeb 
tiie end of my journey before Bolivar could* loMtar 
the capital for any otiier plaoe^ /At the stern < of \ 
flie flechera was a small space of about sevte i 
feet long by four wide^ partitioned off for my ua|/ 
and it was also destimd to hold onr arms> proviw 
sic»i8> and my baggage. Over it was a toldo, or 
4anopy^ fixod to keep off the ridn or the seomkng^ 
heat ^ the ami, but so low as to preclude tiati 
power, of atandiog up to ease the pain produced hm 
the limbs by their cramped position. Here^ during' 
the whole voyage^ I was obliged to remain^ the othet 
part of the vessel being eompletely taken up> tbyt 
^ the two orews who had barely room to move in it. 
That part who were sleeping wore obliged to-i 
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le^uadOT tlkt feet of tK« oihers^ m4 ike{r wdgiit> 
ith t^at of cor baggage^ brouglA th^ boi^ 86 
. /l^wiii the water^ as to vender her liable to b^ 
j fiUirii ivbeMVit thd ^mi was rather fresh^ This 
dlio predtided the uie ot^h sbAI) as she drew tM 
mmih water> altbeugfb tK>t mora than tkre^ faat^ t<^ 
enable her to asoa^ tbe shoals whloh^ eveiiir iM 
nsing the paddles^ it required thfe utmost dare t# 
avoidi The »ate at which we weiftt on^ whieh 
MfkitMly allowed qs time for maals^ ailbrded vttf 
IMle time fbf obMrvatton^ and daring the whole 
¥oyage I slept but tv^o bights eat of my miserable 
fitfitf'cabiiytf 
Tbe (islands oq the Qienoga have an extremely 

Jeantifiil andf pieturesq^ua' appearanpe> being eom» 
letely covered with wOOd> whojs^ foliage is of 
/varioiia tints^ Whiak are oUn^iderablf heightened 
iwken the powerful and resplendent sunbeams 
Iplay upon them. On the right appears a stu^- 
pi^adous mountain^ called the Nevada of Santa 
, Martha^ which lifta st<i majestio head to the height 
loiubfsfyib sixteen thousand feet, its hoary summits- 
being > lost in the* silvery olouds whioh envelop 
ikemp There is a cemmunicatioii with the sea 
ftmathe Ctenega^ by means of whidi the trade of 
the interior of fionta Martha is carried on^ whieh 
formerly was very BKtensive^ and lucrative io its 
posseasorsi and may in a few years be so again^ 
if properly attended io. Tkiay kowQver^ is not 
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very likely to he effected by the natives, wllo tinre^ 
as in all parts of Colombia^ are extrem^ indo- 
lent and negligent as to the means of enriching 
themselves^ except by the system of intri^e, 
which is carried on with wonderfid spirit in all 
classes^ from the highest to the lowest ; while the 
more honourable^ but the more laborious acquisi- 
tions of commerce^ are left almost entirely ne** 
glected. For this reason> I doubt not, that if Eur 
ropeans were to go out with capital and industry^ 
and settle themselves in various places along the 
Magdalena^ as well as in other parte of Colombia— 
which only needs enterprise and assiduity to render 
it a most profitable coimtry to speculators — ^they 
would reap amfde rewards in a few years for their 
first toils and expenditure. 

There are two very fine cwMia at the entrance 
of the Magdalena^ termed the Ondo and Soucio, 
by which the trade is facilitated. On the banks of 
the river^ for some leagues on each side^ are lai^ 
quantities of Nicaragua wood> which is collected by 
parties of natives employed solely in that occupa* 
tion. It is from thence conveyed to tiie places 
where it is shipped for Santa Martha^ the dep6t 
for the commerce of tiie river; forming one of 
the most advantageous of its exports to the Eu- 
ropean market. This wood alone would enable 
persons of capital to reap considerable fortunes in 
a short time> who were disposed to settle near the 
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TiffiLgfs^^jffiiy f^d atttod. persQtos^ly; to ike butttng 
^4^: (^iti^c^iaig it ^ without MrUch little goiod oould 
}ffi a^'c^dj a«(.t)ie fi^atwaLdislioiiesty p£ the natives 
reip4|G^9i ,tb^fn unfit. to I^^ trusted* Indians may be 
fTfnplpyj^ )ien^ at a ch^ap rate^ and the wood finds 
^ quick ceadyrmoneysal^ tat the above-mentioned 
^^j^t, to wblob jits Qonveyance is at onqe safe, easy; 
9^ Feasonable. Indeed nearly the whole of the 
tf;^e in Colombia is carried on with ready moneys 
fQ];4hja natiVi^Si being themselves too poor to give 
oredit^ seldom thitg^ q£ asking it ; therefore the 
eh^iit^es i>f losiRg money are very few, if proper 
c^aype and a^cption^- are bestowed upon their con» 
Qaifi^/by the persons engs^ed in them; 
. I^K>ce^ding. np the river, and not far ft om its 
mouthj( I came to !^lidad,xa pleasant town^ conve* 
i^i^ntly situated on its b«nks> and eqoying mslny 
advantages in the way of commeree* This place 
woijild form a pleasant spot for the resicfence of 
merchants, while ijt would enable them to export 
their goods with ease and celerity^ahdby attending 
the sales at Santa Martha, to have at the first hand 
all thQ European ^d American imports, which 
BS^, generally sold at an enormous profit by those^ 
who purchase them and convey them up the river 
in l^upgos. A short distance from it is a village; 
l^f^l^^i^y i^^^t houses surrounded by gardeQ9, 
wliich. had been laid out exqui^^itely. Before 
tfae.Sijpftmards took possession oi the city of Car- 
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ifi^ena^ 4uripg tb? war^ this plaiH^ wafl(iAliiftiite4 
chiefly by pptSQUS who had ratired from the mPM 
^git^ted p^trte of Veoezuala^ in the hope of tiTMig 
^pre iipqi) the wrdck of their fortboe^^ in pea^al 
retiremeat^ hut they were soon driv^n oat hy the j 
fioyali^tii or put to deaths after beuig deprived of ! 
every thing vfila;ib|e \n their po^s^s^^iou. ^eVf^rai 
of the l^ast houses had been set fire to^ aod tho^ - 
ruiasi f»f them could be seen by persons passing i^n 
the riypry) 

, Fqf tWQ days and nights my cQun^e w^ W- 
/ipterrnpted by any occurrence worthy of reccird«/ 
Tb^ margin of thfi Magdalena^ on both side9^ Uk\ 
merely occupied by sqme little sitraggl^ng hdmle^j i 
f f fe^ ^iid laF betweep/' the Intermedis^te apai^es ' 
bawg ^Uad up hy the forestfil, wtjich diespeuAift; 
thp! watpr's edgPf iuter^ipersed with many plautdfo \ 
tiou&i of cottQPj^ These were hotffever ^luch ne-» 
f lepted^ W thei? proprietors had either beeti put 
to dpath> or, if left alive^ so plundered of their; 
property^ and thpir plantations so injured and de-? 
Itrpyed by tjip Spaniards, thftt no iudination existed 
tQ puUivate th0m ^g^iu. Happily the trade, as fw 
as regards ih^ cotton, can easily be restored ta 
ito former consequence and it merely needs a fpw 
i^pirited individuals to render it onP of the ntoik 
profitable in the world. It is not only in the present 
part of Colombia that this useful article grows, it 
ia to be found in abundance in many others^ and 9 



in MLOmiA^ fill 

MPttdh sort of larg« bdatQ> iBfiUed ebampans^ bs4 
intplayfed exclusively m traosporiiiig it 
/'Or tiie third day a bullgo pas(S[6d us^ coming 
d^ipn ibe rivpr from New Gr&tiada^ Irith a cargo 
ftiid pai^sengers to Santa Martba and the parte 
ladjacenti The boat seemed capttcious and well 
adapted for the trftde it was epptqyed m, bat in % 
mo3t filthy state^ as were the bogos^ or crew. On 
ISkb fore part of the boat was a space left for the 
men tQ perform the operation of ^^ poling*' in. Thia 
ia usually done with a dagi^ee of qnickness varying 
according to the aingvig^ if bach it m&y be teirmed> 
of the ^^ patron/' ar ate^rfeman/ who guides thtf 
boat in her intricate eourse with a small^ but wide 
pdddlOj; and keeps mdtting a ndse all the wfaile^ in 
irhieh the only articulated sounds are> ff Yaw, 
y(iw--V$e, yair/pwhich aire inpetoantlj^ repeated 
in a sort of under*tone^ eithev andante or alk-^ 
gretto, as he may wish the ptiagvpsa of the boat 
tp be regulated^ and to which the faogos Iceep 
exact time in their steps. Haying first got the 
bungos clear of the shoals^ they assembly at the 
head of the boat/being divided into equal numbers 
on each side. The fqremost of each party llien 
ijticks his pole into the bottotq^ and contmenees 
his walk aft^ or towards the stern, and upon ar- 
riving at the extent of the 4t>af)# allotted to faitn^ 
he stops^ lifts his pole out of the ^ateci and, laying? 
it 0n hia shou)d01r, rwia forward again^ and when 
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his tarn comes, resumes his operations. These 
poles are formed at the end like two sides of a 
triangle^ thereby enabling those who use them to 
push against the branches of trees^ or any {>ro- 
truding substance, to propel and turn the boat 
with greater facility. The stem part of the boat is 
covered with a toldo^ or canopy, for the passengers 
to repose under, if they can get sudi an enjoy- 
ment They are here huddled together amidst 
Hie accumulated dirt of the indolent bogos, teiaized 
by swarms of ants and mosquitoes, and nearly 
melted with the heat which, on the rivers of South 
America, is at times intolerable. The crews of 
these boats are univerisally a lazy, pilfering, dis^- 
bonest set, who, as they seldom meet the punish*- 
ment due to their malpractices, in consequence of 
the inactivity and apathy of the alcaldes, or magis^ 
trates, consider themselves licensed to rob and 
plunder witb impunity all who fall in their way, if 
they can master them. The patron is generally 
selected from i&e mass, for his long services, inti«- 
mate acquaintance with the intricacies of the river, 
and a qualification seldom found among them — 
his superior honesty. They are certainly not so 
much addicted to plunder as their crews, but bad 
indeed are the best of them. 

I succeeded in buying some i^ery good fish fitomft 
this boat, Uirough the medium of my patron, .; 
who was about two hours concluding the bargain *J 
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and the Sambos^ who were both impatieiit for their 
supper and indignant at the imposition they per- 
ceired the bogos attempting to practise, were 
vei^ anxious to obtain one at the cheap rate of a 
few rounds of ball*cartridge • I however restrained 
them, and at length ^^fficient was bought to fur- 
nish myself and crew with a supper, for which the 
moderate sum of fifty dollars was originally de- 
j manded, and by degrees reduced to three dollars 
/ and a hali^ which the old man I had engaged at 
Yiejo (who, to do him justice, was very honest and 
just) fixed as a fair price. 
/We now adjourned ashore, for the purpose of 
|>r6pajring our mea^ which was done in the follow^ 
ing manner. The Indians, who were used to this 
kind of life up the river Oronoco, collected a quan- 
tity of dry sticks and moss for fuel, while two of 
the Sambos s^rched for the means of getting a 
light. These were simply two pieces of wood, one 
of a very soft nature, termed yesca, of which a 
tinder is qmde by the natives of Colombia, and the 
other a long stake of a harder description. In the 
yesca they made a circular incision, about an inch 
in diameter and an inch and a half deep, gradually 
lessened to the bottom ; and having reduced one 
end of the long piece to a point, they introduced it 
into the hole in the yesca, and one of them rubbed 
the . other end between his hands, causing it to 
turn with . such .velocity, as to produce, by the 



8H REcoLLUBnewtf m a service 

ftifittcm, M ignitibii of the softer wbod ia^ a Ifev 
uw^n^Bi While this was going bn^ ttie^^itbw 
Sambos vere geltting together soflie' large flat 
stimes fropi the Eeighbeuriiig rooks^ mhiA they 
beleeted for the s^bothness of theit: Bui&oas) meii 
Ad fire baing koidted^ thef; wisra tnad^e an hoi all 
wks. ddenied peoe^sary^ iihd oa theae was ^fifak 
when but ia slices^ fiied; When suffioieatijr doaft^ 
it ij^as removed to thb metal plates with whibh w# 
mete fiirmshed, bxA seatoned aceordiog to tiie 
f alates The Indniis aiid Sambos^ whos^ ideas of 
delicacy do not extend to their eatingi rediioed the 
heads and enti^aila of the fish to an oil by bfeat^ 
whilsh they poured over their portions of it by TWajf 
fif saade; Some exeellent wati» from a aprinif 
elose hfj and a dram of the anise made m tbt 
eountryj Which is prepared from the ahiseed 
/tnixed with the juice of ihe sugar-cane^ finished 
the repast. 

While thus agreeably engaged^ the party was, 
«dfaiewhat distdrbbd by an attempt of the crew of ^ 
the Bungo to lighten the flebhera of pari of iby j 
faaggagd; Obsemng^ frbm the spot where Iheyi 
hid landed to reitt for tiie nighty that we were at 
supper j While Ihe ^assenger^ were prieparing if 
similar meal td that just described) they had 
gone en board my vessel^ and were eommeneing 
operations, when eiie of the Sambol9> a lad abodt ■ 
aightc^D^ years old^ perodiveft theimj add deiibes^ 
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rately taking up my rifle^ which I had laid down 

behind me^ and exclaiming in a low tone^ ^^Bad man 

come take massa corn ; Sambo shoot .him !" fired^ 

and one of them fdt^ s^Hously \Vbunded. My back 

being towards the flechera^ I had seen nothing of 

this, tidtil tiie felclamatibti atid the report which 

followed caused me to turn round to learn the 

; occasion of it. Instantly all ih6 Sambos arose, and 

would have immediately despatched every one of 

; the ufifortttnate bogos with thielr maehettid> had I 

\not interposed, t saw ihat they would not ]pe 

isatisfied without giving them a good b^^ating, 

'which, considering them justly entitl^cl tq^ t gave 

/them permission to inflict; and* no doubt it was 

I tohg remembered by thosd for the iiiit)r(9V«lnttii1i 

of wiiese niotals iiwM admiliistered^^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

< . ' . 

Goacheracasj or Pheasants of Colombia— Arriyal at Pinto — ^A Spai^h 
Family and its Hospitality — ^Arrival at Santa Anna — Playful- 
Bess of* the Alligatora--^City of MonpoX'— General Oridbas-*^ 
A favourite Colombian Dish — Description of Monpox and. its 
Environs; its Trade — Continuation of Voyage — Attempt made 
to plunder the ]^t — Successful Resistance of the Sambotf-^Ar- 
rival at St. Bartholomew — ^Wearisome Nature of the Voyage- 
Mosquitoes^ Ants^ Serpents — Miserable Condition of St. Bartho- 
lomew — ^Entertained by the Padre — Affecting Account of the 
Aquik Familyr-Fine Chocolate Plantatiom — Manufactu^re of 
Chocolate — Rapid of Angostura — Arrival at Honda — Description 
of the Collector of Navigation Duties. ' ' 

^^We now got on board ag^in^ to proceecL ou oiir 
voyage^ and afriv^ ,the next day. at Eu^iblp de 
Plato^ a m^an-looking little place^ erected as an 
apology for la town^ near which I saw large quanti- 
ties of birds called guacheracas^ commonly termed 
by the British the pheasants of Colombia. They 
are larger than the English pheasants, which they 
resemble in shape^ and have a different plumage^ 
in which there is a good deal of yellow intermixed. 
They are easily shot, as they fly very slowly bat 
just above the ground, and seldom more than fifty 
yards at a time. When roasted they are delicious 
eating, but when boiled, with calivansas, as they 
frequently are by the natives, I cannot say much 
for them. They are commonly very f^t. There 
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were also tbousands of the smaller kind of snipes 
j among the high rushes and flags at the edge of the 
• river, which the noise of the paddles was conti- 
nually putting up in such numbers, that at a 
J random shot I killed eleven.) 
/tlere the river grew more shoally than ever, 
and in spite of the constant attention of the steers* 
man and his son we grounded several times in the 
\ night, upon which occasions all hands had to jump 
1 out of the boat into the water and push her off, 
\ Towards the close of the next day we arrived at 
I the village of Pinto, which is agreeably situated on 
; a high rock, commanding some extensive and de- 
i lightful views. Having been five days in the fle- 
i diera, I had by this time become heartily tired of 
my accommodations, and determined to gp ashore 
to sleep that ' night, as the men were completely 
fatigued. I entered the village just before it 
grew dark, and engaged lodgings at the house of 
an old Spaniard, who was recommended to me by 
the padre of the place. The latter could not receive 
. me himself, being known to be decidedly in favour 
of the Independent cause, for which he had been 
made to suffer severely by his countrymen. My 
host recteived me with great cordiality, and had 
an excellent supper prepared for me, at which 
he introduced me with great formality to his wife 
and daughter, the former an active housewife, 
and the latter a music-mad hoyden. By the one 
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I W9a continiiaUy desired to note her ordl^r and 
regularity> and by the other my a^^r^ were annoyed 
by the notes of aa old craeked guitar, iifion n^bich 
she aecompapied her own delightful warbltt)g]S» 
On the other side was the worthy •did 9enor plying 
me with politics And brandy^ recounting to me the 
bair^-breadth escapes be had had from the Royalists 
atCaraccas and other places. To my relief^ as 
I fancied, the time came for retfarhlg> ^and I wa^ 
shown to my chamber^ which was a longf narrow 
room^ formed by two slight partitions baing pnt 
up at one end of a corridor^ whidi had been sub* 
divided into three or four apartments. This was 
furnished with a bed^ in whioh I was recommended 
to sleep in preference to my own haliiiitoek> thftt 
had been brought from the flepheca. IntQ it I 
accordingly goti but sooti founds to my sorrow> thftt 
as it w 89 not supplied willi mosquito curtains, it 
was haunted by ten thousand of those buzzing tof * 
mentors. Sleep was here out of the qibestionj and 
I e\r0a0, and carefully &ttenki^ the sheets wwd 
the bed so 9s td pf event th#ir t^e-etitr]^ I at- 
tempted to ext>0l thedi> which I at length efiii0t«td 
pf i|tty well by flappitig thent out with iny jiiek{»tv 
. Having sluof my hammoek in the middle^ff now 
til^light I stood soitae chance of getting a nighf « 

r^st, but in ftbtwt two hoars afteril J»d tnade mjr 
Siarsngepents with f egai^d te tbQ vjsitei's jilst fdt 
ittded to> I WHS itwol^fi by the dm>t be»f toCtlf 
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. o[mned> and some person ententig the roomj 

AftM. to pat my head obt of my l*etreat^ to si^e 

Mrho it wa$^ lest the iiio$t[iiitoe» eb^aU tnter at the 

•apispture^ I laid quii^ dtill in the hdpe diat the 

intruder might retire. But iio> my wmthy faost^ 

; Md it wad himself, was not to be got rid of J9^ 

! eftsiiy. 'After two or three exclsmiations of surprise 

I at th6 manner in which I fadd secured the sheets, he 

I iiif^rmefd me thart: he had eome for the purpose of 

I feeingr iitfofmed of the successes of the troops sent 

j wA firdm England in the prbTinee of Barcelona^ and 

j r^i^pecting the aflSairS of the Congress in general^ 

Ifffaich he very cbusiderately said, I eould relate i)6 

1 hith' ^ith less (bar df interruptien from th6 seubraS 

thi^ti, than iai the Weal^st-table.' 

'i new found that all tope of rest waft tain, ind 

therefore arose to gratify the old Spaniard wiA 

im acBdunt of the military bperatiens under Ur- 

A^nettdi but took oare ^ keep the state of th^ 

O^^ess to myselft He was much gratified by 

X ^ detail, thou^ not at th^ success of the troops> 

^^Imd ^6 smoked eig«rs till tke ladies had arisen; 

jlK^akfasI oyer I t»ok leave of by hospitable ^l^ 

tiii^iMr atid his ikmilyi The ferm&r accompanied 
ffiHi to the beach) whef^ the beat lay, ti see me^oh 
beardj and positively refused the least r^unera- 
iien for hH kiudtiesisi fout> bil Ae eentrary, leaded 
Ae #ith mAny things whieh he thought would bi 
ae«M to MS en nly voyage, and f mong th« rest 
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twelve bottles of brawcfy froai his favtDuritelioaffd^ 
Pressing me to make his easa my bome if leTsr 1 1 
shbi^d' visit Pinto agaib, he shook hatds ivith me> ! 
and with grateAil thanks for his attention I wentoiu 
/^Inow got to Santa Anna^ a neat and dean i 
'vilbige^ rather lai^e^ close to the edge of the 
Magdalena, where I saw numbers of alligators^ 
airti was the whole night muoh disturbed by thdirj 
phinging^nto the river from the banks in search of 
their prey, or by their gambols. The aUigator 
is usually a playful creature^ and it is not unconh 
monto see ten or twelve of them ranning on the 
i^re and {>lunging into the water in chaee) of 
eaich other. ^' These sports are frequently to ^ be 
witnessed on moonlight nights, during which they 
will continue them for hcmrs; the heat of the 
day being the time of repose^ 

Not long after day-break we came in sight of a "\ 
the dity of M onpox, i built close to the Magdalena. 
Here I was invited ashore to dine by. a super* 
annuated officer of the patriot service, who had 
fe>ught under General Miranda, and received 
several wounds which had deprived him of the 
use of an arm and a le^' He was named Orichas, 
and' held the . rank of brigadier-general, but, like 
most others, had neither pay nor pension < for rbis 
stef vices. He resided at a neat hquse, surrowided 
by beantifal shrubberies, on a small independaicy, 
ti4ueh he httd preserved amid the confusion wlHcib 
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pirevailed in his unhappy cocHittry^ and wiith an only 
daughter seemed tp e^ijoyas much happineiss a8 
he AYbhed .for. (He entertained me with great 

\hospitality^ and gave me every ^ thing likely to 
render my tedious voyage comfortable that he 
could command. The principal dish at dinner^ 

'^ which wns altogether of a pretty substantial n|u- 
|tare> was about* half a dozen fowls and some, 
salt poirk stewed ' with cabbage^ and plenty of 
;^ivaiisas. The bones are taken out of the pork 
'and feiwls* and the flesh reduced to shreds, a 
quantum sufficit of wine and anise is introduced^ 
and the whole is then highly seasoned^ and flottr 
added till thickened to the consistency of paste^ and 

• in thi« mamtei; it is served up. This is a favourite 
disli sa Goloml^ia^ and I have in . different parts 
seen it on the tables of the bei^t society there. . It 
was, however^ o][ie which I eould not do justice to^ 
indiich, I apprehend, gave the general an inferior 
opinion of my taste. . 

Aft^F dinner I took a walk round the town, 
which had previously to^ the war been one of great 

j wealth aaid celebrity^ but it was then wretchedly 

'impporverished and desolated?) It is about a mile in 
len^h, and forms an oblong square, . but was for-- 
merly much ku-ger, several of the superior streets 
having been, destroyed. The best remaimng 
houses, are in the centre of the town, and the 
ruin3 of many handsome buildings which have 
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bean destroyed hy tbe Ro]F8dii8f9^ are Aiffl to b# 
Been.) There are eeveral churehesi which ar^ atsli 
in a ruinous state. One of them^ whieh <f as < ia 
better preservation than the rest^ was renmi^i^afaijr 
lofty^ and its height was inoreased in appeavAaee 
bj the Slender proportions of it^ spire* It was 
npon tiie whc^e a fine looking edifice ; and ^e in<* 
terior, of which I eonld only spare time to take d 
cnrspry view^ was very rich^ oonsidering the hanM 
made by the Spaniards. The surrounding ceunt^y> 
whioh is of a nature well adapted fo? agricidtilral 
Iiurp0ses> was dreadfully neglected ; and exeepi? 
11^ the garden belongitig to General Oriehail> I 
toul^ not perceive the leaM traces of cultivation. 

The(^trade was here once of great consequeikbej 
but tiie dismantled situation in which the Spaniards 
left it^ had reduced it to nothing* It chiefly 
consisted of eorn^ hides^ ootton^ Nicaragua^ and 
Brazil woeds> which were ei^poitted in vast quan-( i 
titles^ while imports of all kinds were eagerly 
fought to be retailed. Afbet bidding ferewell 
to my host> who would accept nothing biit a bottle 
of the brandy the old Spaniard had given me at' 
Pinto^ which is very scarce^ and but little drank id^ 
Golombia^ I r^pairpd to the beach. Here I found : 
several of the natives vying with my Indianii' iri / 
scaring the alligators^ by plpnging into the river^ 
at the same time^ shouting violently^ and afici^tt^ 
panying their exclamations by striking the surfkco 
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ef tlic urates with a kind of bat m^ k^f tileqft fo^ 
t)»e purpc^a* Their exeptioRs bad the effeGt oS 
difipersing these temfic4oQkiiig o^t&imw entirely} 
ftnd this is a common custom air^Qng thepoaraf 
clafliies of natiTesy both om the Qronoco and Mag^ 
dalam^ who will at any timfe eagaily do it to amuse 
stpangero.for ^ tpifling reward. At Monpoi^ I 
aoulfd only purchase a few oitanges and some pla&r 
taia^i whioh latter are the chief support of the 
natives/ . 

/ Wn h&d now to keep olose along the banks of 
the river^ to Uk^ advantage of the line of deep 
' water^ whicti extended fpr some leagues ; but ^» 
A the bailki^ weare covered with trees, the long 
branches of which hung over the water^ and were 
thickly oovered with mosquitoes, we could not 
avoid sometimes disturbing their slumbers^ and 
they vrere not slow in avenging this intrusion on 
their he^d-qnarters. M^e were much annoy^d 1^ 
them the whole day and nighty and did pot get rid 
af them ti^l we cquld get further into the middle 
of the rives. We now cqptinued our course till 
we came to a pl^ce called San Fernando^ where 
we fell in with a fleet of piragus^s ^pd champans, 
th6 crews of which collectively seemed detennined 
to appropriate some of my provisions and property, 
' if not the whole, to their own use. With this view 
they surrounded the flechera> under pretence of 
showing me tome fish and other things which they 
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had to dispose of; but ivhen they were near enough 
to step on boards they unanimously desired me to 
give up many things which lay in their sights 
threatening vengeance if their wishes were not: 
complied with. Knowing that I could rely upon | 
the Sambos at leasts if not upon the Indians; I 
judged it best to have a short struggle for it^ and 
the former were at their post in a moment with j 
their long lances and machettis^ and soon arranged 1 
themselves in a posture of defence. Three of; 
them I armed with muskets^ and gave my rifle to ^ 
the lad who had before made such a good use of ': 
it, reserving my fowling-piece and pistols to my- ' 
self. They now attempted to board, but the 
blacks with their machettis soon despatched all ' 
that came in their way, and in a few minutes made • 
themselves masters in the conflict, and warmly ' 
urged me to permit them to rifle the boats of their ; 
enemy. Knowing their propensity for plunder, 
and fearing that they might not defend me so well 
when again attacked, if utterly disappointed, I 
consented as far as regarded the provisions the 
bogos had for sale, leaving the property in their 
charge belonging to the inhabitants untouched. 
This produced the Sambos a good feast, who 
seemed highly delighted with the fruits of the^ 
contest. 

We passed on without' further molestation,, 
until we reached the town of St. Bartholomew, 
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without experiencing any thing deserving of notice. 
I arrived here on the twelfth day of my journey, 
and found myself exceedingly unwell, owing to want 
of exercise, and to the {unvaried posture I was con- 
stantly obliged to maintain in the flechera, which 
had produced pains and soreness in all my limbs,.^ 
I. was therefore apprehensive that unless I took 
some rest I should be unable in a day or two 
to proceed, and in consequence went on shore 
for the night. The dull monotonous life the 
traveller leads in passing up the rivers of Co- 
lombia is almost insupportable, and this is .of 
course increased ten-fold when going alone, and 
without books, or any agreeable source of amuse- 
ment. The scenery is for days unchanged, nearly 
every person he meets with is rude and uncivi- 
lized, and all that he can find to pass away the 
time are annoyances and bodily pain. If he is 
so fortunate as to escape the mosquitoes for a while 
he is sure to be besieged by equal numbers of 
ants, who seldom live in the spots inhabite4 by the 
former, and thus he is certain to be attacked by 
one or the other in succession, and in a few. in- 
stances by both at once. In two or three places I 
! found that the ants had taken up their abode 
[in 'the lower limbs and trunks of the trees, while 
:the mosquitoes sojourned in the foliage of the 
extended branches, on the overhanging extre- 
imities of which snakes were very often seen 
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dbiled lip, ^tber Asleep^ or . in^idioti^lf waitiH^ i 
ttft na 0|){K>iiutiity Id satisfy .tlieir hunger )or ^ 
iheit miklmoletite. ' Some of the largei^ ^biiM 

freqMhtly 4^ from their hiditig-plMed into the 
feeherit; but Hbt ibany^ and they did no hi^mfy m 
Ikef wer^ rftpidly killi^d by th6 Indians* 

At the plaiDd I have di^fied with the ttanw of 
tile city df Sti(partholomew/I found griat difficulty ^^ 
in procuriiig a room unoceupied, subh as I could 
V^htdre into. The plaoemasi ifaiserably dirty^ and 
rAbkt of the ftpartmeiits I looked at wire infei^^d \. 
With swfthniHaf intruders tvith which I could not 
Agreeably oottle itt cbntact; There was brily 
dne fhfaitiy df rcsptedtttbility there, and they were 
iredilbed tb stich a state of poverty, that the^ In^ 
habited pdrt of a building Which was almoBt in 
ltiini§, UUd ftfibi'dHd t)arbly lihcflier ehough for them« 
Selves. /At lyti^fa I met a chubby^ookirig p^b^ 
ildtlagej baying the ^&ine appearance df rbtunidity 
i:i a barrel/ and whose breadth was nearly equi« 
taletit to hi* length. Seeing me a stranger, arid 
fividently iii search of something, he civilly re- 
quieSted to know what I wai^ looking fbr. I in« 
fbrmed him j aud he then turned his iuqnirieai a9 j 
ttt toy country and occupatidii; for, said hej ^^if/ 
you ilre U Spaniard, you will not get iritd quaHeri^^ \ 
of my recommeUdation.'^ Satisfied bn this poiiitj 
he at ottee c^eed to accommodate the for the 
night with a share df his hUbitatldU; which coU* 
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I itisied of ttiro rbotns^ tenanted by liimself^ A dog, 4 

' ekt, ft'pig, an<l a parroi I found that he was thti 

'' worthy pastor of the pliBtce> and like tnaby others 

' of his fraternity, had no objbctioti to a little brandy« 

A cdujiile of bottles of my stoek isoob gained me 

his good opinion^ and the best entertainment he 

could afford was given me. In a little time a jroom 

was cleared out for my use, by an old woman^ 

who attended the padre in the capacity of house- 

maid, and here I slung my hammock, leaving the 

priest and his family to enjoy the other^ 

, ^Mler a good night^s rest> I awoke much re- 

/reshed and benbfited by it^ and arose eiqpectbg 

^to find my host waiting foi: ttie; but he was gone 

round to faisparishioner§, who, it seemed, paid him 

in kind, to provide bie, as I afterwards found, with 

the ineans of a breakfast. He canle in ^oon after, 

with his bid domei^iic laded with th^ frhitis of his 

kppllcatiohs to his flock, and a comfortable meal 

'was soon prepared. Some cocoa; aiid chocolate, 

fried plantains, fish, and pork, ciit intb slices and 

^ broiled, arid Some cassava bread> aided by a rein- 

I forcement from my own stock, furnished the table 

pretty well. I found him a well-educated man, 

and possessed of general information, though his 

facaltJies seemed beclouded by his Bacchanalian 

sacrifices. Hb had a warm desire to see the 

liberty of the country restored to the inhabitants, 

and spoke very feelingly upon the su eject of their 

Q 2 



228 RECOLLECTIONS OF A, SERVICE 

sufferings. I .requested tim to .inform me who the 
unfortunate family Tvere tl^t I ^adh^ard; spoken 
of the day before,, and -he gave note the following 
affecting account, of them. , :., . 

They were named D'Aquila,- and were. natives 
of the city of Merida^, where, they resided before ' 
the revolutionary war bro^e out uijider (General 
Miranda, upon an ample estate which they cultivated 
in the style of a superior hacienda.*^ When the 
general call to arms wa$ made by Miranda, Senor 
D'Aquila, then only a few years married, joined 
thq a^rmy, and having very gallantly signalised hi^i- 
self in several actions, was promoted to the rank 
of colonel. Some time after the war of extermi- 
nation h?td been proclaimed, and during his ab- 
* sence, the Spaniards approached the city, and 
eiideavoured to take all persons, of whatever 
age or sex, prisoners, who \yere inimical to their 
cause, that they might put them to death, In^this 
emergency Mftcjame, D'Aquila took refuge in a 
cave, not far distant from the city, with a son, three 
daughters, and her father, who w:as very;^g^d, 
leaving another son and a daughter, twins, only^ 
few weeks old. a little way behind her, in, the arms 
of .a servapt., Unhappily the latter fell into the 
hands of the Rpyalists^ and was, with the belplesp 
infants, massacred by the orders of the monster 
Monteverde, the Spanish general, who conceived 
he had killed th^ir mother. 
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Deprived - of every article they possessed, and 
afraid to venture from their wretched retreat until 
the Spaniards had retired from the neighbourh6od, 
the family remained, suffering the most dreadful 
privations, and Madame D' Aquila's father was 
actually starved to death in the presence of his 
agonized daughter and her children. When this 
happened, the son, an intelligent youth of twelve 
years of age, who had ventured out to reconnoitre, 
and to endeavour to find some person who would 
give him food for his family, did not return till the 
aged man had expired. An old friend of the 
D'Aquilas, who had, like them, been deprived of 
all his property, cbhtrived to send them provisions 
during the remainder of their stay; and when the 
Spanish troops Ife'ft the city they, returned to it 
again, in the hope of hearing from the colonel, 
who was then in the province of Santa Martha. 
Shortly after intelligence reached them that the 
colonel was killed in an action fought in the pro- 
vince of Barcelona, under (I think) General Barino, 
and within a few months after this event, in 18 12, 
the city was visited by a dreadful earthquake, 
which entirely destroyed it, and one of the daugh- 
ters was crushed to death in a part of the ruins. 
The distressed widow now went to Monporo, 
whence she dated a memorial to the president 
Bolivar, entreating that some provision might be 
made for herself and children ; but whether this 
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.^pcumeiit iqi§c^rH^^ or t^^\ tb9 tfe^wy was 
too poor to coittply with t)ie r^qu^t opnt^tf^d in 
it^ I k^Qiv not^ but not a doQar was OFer aw^rdefl 
tp these unl^appy suSerens* Tp add to their di%- 
ftster8> the approach of th^ Spaniards to Maracaib^^ 
wjio w^re cpptinually se|idiqg out foraging parties 
in the vicinity of Monporo^ oompelled them oocp 
more tp secik a new asylum^ and they escaped 
mir^ulpusly across the country to Monpoxy with 
the view pf getting a conveyance down the Magda- 
lena tp the capital pf Venezuela. Here they were 
met by the good old padre of St» Barithqlomew; 
who took them to his home^ ^nd subsequently gave 
them aU th« aussistc^nee b^ eonld| afid ^pportqd 
them until I wrived thpre. 

Interestpd by the detail givai me by the pri^st^ 
I requested bin^ to introduce vf^^ to them^ and be 
accompanied r^^ to their rdtre$(t> where I $ffw 
% dreadful proof of the miseries of pivil Wf|r, 
Madame D'Aquila^ bent with grief and snffpring 
more thf^n ^g^, seemed fast vprging to the .gr^ye^ 
to which she appeared to look forward w4tb pcir/^t 
resignation^ though i^gitatpd by the fears sh«9;f)Bt@r- 
tained for her childrwt. Her daughters. iW«re 
handspme yoqng wpmen^ but their feces pIslAly 
indicated the sbat^p thf^y took hi theimentid angMlfih 
of their parent, and ber son w^s^ a fine yQU^ IB9i^# 
eager to do any thing tp scrap il^iaifeii^lj^i^t 

ignorant of the means. I requested tb^ P^^ to 
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porfiRfiftd^ them tp iv^iito Ano4h§ifi mfwaaiM iim»«* 
diai6lyi;aDd a^loyr mentp coiiv^y U tp SqU¥9«> wd 
a)$ot0pefmU tb^. sou to aceprpp^l^y-we to fipgpta^ 
vvlieve 'SometbtPf Imigkt bQ ok^ne fop bi()^. tj'liey 
ngreed 4fr botb> wd I d^p^trted with pay potep£|qiqBi 
who Beamed delighted witbt^i^ idea pf euteyliig 
tke service of hia country* 

I now took leave qf th^ priest^ w,bo p^rt^d with 

the yon^g m^u with teatts in hi^ eye$^ qnd ahow^ned 

blessings upon bim 2^ be entered the ||echerar 

and we left St. Bactbolomew- Thj^t town i£| h*\ 9^ 

smaU plaoe^ hanring only a fe^ narrow streets^ and 

the yuins of an old chmroh^ divine servlof^ being 

performed by my friend^ the padce>^ ia Ifae open air 

in fine weather^ and during thqf wet aea$Qn in my old 

hovel into which he ean get hia congregation, There 

was a . sort of market held her^, at whipb the 

produce of the small haciendas was sQld> and also a 

little fii^h. /My course now lay tkroiigh some of 

/the finest ptantatioas of chocolate iq the lyofld, 

j ^iph wepe arranged on ^hsida of the Magi- 

^ daledalbr teilesi and althcmgh the state of th$ 

c6tintpy at that period prevented the p(Qpi:^tors 

' t^cmi^cnltivatitig them with that attention and spirit 

' *l^ych they had received in mote paaceaye tinii^s^ 

^ ^i^^were/sttil yielding a ^ne produce^ which not 

\'^nnfifeqiiently penshed' for wantof pecsons to teke 

i proper cAre of it. * 

• ^Tbe chocidflite .idnch is ^ie«ii (h» the }M^dal«^na 
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is universally esteemed for its peculiarly fine flavour, 
and is allowed to be inferior to none in the world. 
Speculators might employ their capital in extend- 
ing the growth of this article near the banks of the 
river, - with inconceivable advantage. It is not 
only in constant requisition throughout Colombia, 
but in most parts of North and South America, 
and would soon become an object of desire in 
every place to which it was exported. If indeed 
the supply were rendered equal to the demand, it 
would speedily form a staple commodity of the 
country ; but this has hitherto been prevented by 
the long war, and the indolence of the natives, 
which causes will doubtless still operate to render 
it scarce. If a tract of land were purchased or 
hired of the government, or of any of the officers 
of the Republic who bave had grants located 
to them near the river as a reward for their 
services (which might be easily done at a very 
cheap rate), and if the management and growth 
of this article were superintended with a due pito- 
portion of care and assiduity, ' the returns wotild> 
in a short time, be immense. 'But from the cansei^ 
which I have before mentioned — the dishonesiky 
and cupidity of the natives — nothing short of p*^ 
sonal toil, and unwearied caution, would ka^f6 a 
chance of success, in this or iiideed in any o&et' 
speculation in Colombia. 
For two days after I left St. Bartholomew, I 
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remained in the flechera^ without seeing any thing 
but a few villages on the banks, inhabited by the 

« 

poorest of the natives; but the vivacity of my 
companion, whose spirits were strongly excited by 
the change which he anticipated in his affairs^ 
served to pass away the time very agreeably, and 
almost unnoticed. On the third day I went ashore, 
to a small town, to purchase some provisions, and 
got some fresh beef, which I was assured would 
prove the best I had ever eaten; but I was egre- 
giously deceived, for it was tougher than leather. 
The Sambos, who have a remedy for all the 
mishaps that befal them, went into a wood to get 
some papa apples, which have the quality ascribed 
to them of making tough meat tender, if rubbed 
upon it while they are green. In some instances, 
I believe, they have this eflfect, but in vain were 
they applied to the stuff I had bought. It remained 
still as bad as ever ; and the blacks finding that 
one remedy failed, begged leave to try another, 
that of retunrii^ it to the persons who had sold 
it> and either compelling them to refund the money, 
w exchange it fovr something better. Permission 
obtaioed, away they went, and soon returned with 
soiae fine gaUipavos,'^ which proved a treat. The 
water: we obtained for two or three days was very 
thick, and contained a quantity of sandy particles, 
and to alter it a branch of the alumbre tree was 

/ 

* Turkeys. 
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pipped into it^ which preqipits^ed ^]\ the dirtj 
leaving the liquid as clear m if filtered** 

We now went on without iMrtbe? ftoppage^ tiU 
we(arrived at the rajpid^f AngQ&tura, flaorp com*--? 
monly termed the Chorro, This r^pid is^ acpopd'* 
ing to the account qf it given me by tl|Q Piitro«> 
very dangerous, and m^^Y of the ve§§§|s usfid pu 
the river have been sunk iR it. Hp ^l&o tp^d fuf ^ 
that in the rainy sea^op it forrpfi nqinerou^ ^441^^^ 
which turn a boat round with such, rapidity, ^* to 
render the crews incapable of Q>au9gii^g it^ suid 
soDietimes the whole ^re sunk tagetber. j^uckiiy 
wp (|)assed it without sustaining any iiypry or iu* I 
convenience, save a little wettiQg> ftnd the labour 
and time it took to work the fleobera through lit^ 
/Without further accident or adventunp, we ifiMit 
onto Honda, where my instructioiis were to .laud - 
and procure n^ules to ride fbrwarxl to Bogf^a* 
Here I arrived completely jaded, and Bp x^raooiBed 
as to be scarcely able to wsdk> andyeiiy ucHwelU J 
suceeeded in getting a vei^n OQm£prtable lodgTUg 
for myself and eompMioq for the oigbt, at t^^ 
bouse pf the pmisQn y^^ was apppinfaBd t^ mtf^^ 
the dttties upoM import*, and tbci r^le pf t«tw»gp 
levied on all vessels comiag up tba mv^v wbiPb fbft^ 
been imposed by the president Bolivar, in ord§r 

* This is a inethod resorted to on all similar occasions by 
the natives, and an excellent one it is, as the water is often so 
full of mud and animalcule §& t9 fender it dangerous to drink. 
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to defVay the expenses of the war. He was 
originally an officer in the New Grenadian service, 
in which he had lost an arm^ and his father was 
then in Bolivar's suite. . His situation seemed 
nearly a sinecure^ as he performed all the duties of 
it but that of receiving the money, by deputy, and 
for thi^ part of it he appointed one hour in each 
ds^y, for which the boat^ yvere obliged to wait. 
He then transmitted what portion of it he pleased 
to the head-quarters of Bolivar. He resided at the 
custom-house, if such it might be called, which 
consisted df tWo long rooms, irregula^rly built with 
piles of wood, and with a roof which was neither 
winti nor water tight. The portion^ of it which he 
oocupifd was, however, well secured, and fur- 
aished with every convenience and necessary; and 
be hc^4 taken ec^re to supply hiibself with an abuu* 
^an0e pf provisions from the boats, which he e$* 
9cted as f^es, and some good wines and spirits 
from the stocks which ha^ been at various times 
lefi^ In h^s charge by th^ owi^rs. This he avowed 
t0 me, and seemed to pride hioaself upon his 
dexterity. F^ |ive 4ol|ars he agreed to provide 
myself ap4 cq^npanipn for thq Big*^^ and the next 
'ttQ^ing with all we i^hould require. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Description of Honda— Waterfall in the Vicinity— Difficulty of 
getting Mules — A Mule dashed to pieces — ^Arrival at Santa^-Fe 
de Bogota — Meets with Captain Mardyn — Introduction to the 
President Bolivar — Singularity of his Reception^ — Deportment of 
the President — His Anxiety respecting the Government of General 
, Arismendez — Dinner Party — Fate of Major Beamish's Levy- 
Author presented with the '^ Order of the Libertador" — Con- 
versation at the Dinner Party — Description of the Person of the 
President Bolivar — ^Author's Disappointment. 

In the morning my host requested me to take a 
walk round the place, to which I agreed. On the 
S£ot which is now occupied by the petty town of 
Honda, once stood a large and opulent city W the 
same name, which, from its convenient situation 
with regard to the capital of New Grenada, and 
its being (at the head of the Magdalena) where " 
their goods were exported, and all imports from 
Santa Martha landed, was then inhabited by mer- 
chants, who were very wealthy. It was unfor- 
tunately destroyed by an earthquake many years 1 
since, which scarcely left a vestige of it remaining./ 
This convulsion of nature was represented by the 
priestcraft to be ordained by offended Heaven 
as a just punishment for the wickedness of the! 
people, who had impiously refused to submit tol 
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some heavy contributions which their worthy 
pastors and masters wished to extort from them, 
under the pretext of gaining the patronage of 
St. Jerome for the city who, they said, had agreed 
to grant it to them, and also to protect its trade 
and inhabitants, in consideration of the erection of 
a handsome monastery on a certain spot to be 
dedicated entirely to him. There are now only a 
few houses, and these are built chiefly of wood, 
and irregularly strewed on a plain, situated on a 
little eminence which commands some majestic 
and romantic views. The ruins of some convents 

J and churches are to be seen) but not one of them 
fit for use. Near it is a tremendous fall of water, 

J which presents a most imposing spectacle. ; It is 
seen to the best advantage from a small bridge 
erected on the tops of two rocks, through which 
the waters rush with wonderful force, at a great 
depth below it, creating a noise which is astonish- 
ing to a stranger. The fall is caused by the descent 
of the ws^ters from the Maraquitan hills, down 
whiph they are seen rolling a considerable distance 
in Qfte hqge tide, soni.etimes varied by the foam 
wl^ich is produced by their dashing against some 
prcjectio^ \n their progress, and which is thrown 
fqr seyeical yards ia different directions. 

The c^U^^to^ informed n^e that there were 
m^afly. extremely yaluable piines piear the town, 
upnQ of lyhich were then at work, and many of 
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them had scarcely been atteidpted. The Miara- 
quitan mines are only about four miles 'from 
ttoiida, over the hills, wh(4re hfe informed me 
there were great quantities of both goM mid 
Silvier ore. ^ 

While we Were at breakfkst, I despitcfhed iny 
Servant to endeavour to ascertaih if there were 
Any miiles fexpccted to approach the t6wn; ibr 
there were none in it ; and my host told me for 
my comfort, that I had no chance of getting away 
for several days, trhferi a champan would arrive, 
^ahd the merchants at Bogota would send their 
mules to take away the cargo. He advised the, 
therefore, to rest contented where I then was till 
they should refach Honda; but judging that fhis 
was Only a manoeuvre to detain me in his house 
fbf the sake of the money I paid him, I desired 
my Servant to make furthfer inquiHes, and hfe 
learned thdt at a i6\^n named truadlz there werfe 
^dme to be had which were kept ihetfe by mule- 
teers, who were chiefly employed between Honda 
and the capital. I detertoined at once to go 
there, but in what itoatmer was the next point. I, 
\io\veyeir, found dttt that the collector had a horsd 
kept for his own tist, which circumstance he had 
cautiously concealed from me, and I therefore im- 
pressed it for the journey. He did not much like 
this step, but as he could riot resist the order of 
the government he yielded his Rosinante to hae : 



But such an animal was scarcely evet* before ^ehh i 
bo broken down post-horse ever deserved More 
commiseration than did this unfortunate creaturei 
I went along at a pace which could not^tiiuch 
.distress him, fdr about tivo miles> wheml fortti- 
i nately fdl iti with a drore of mules which tvai 
going td Hc»idft> io take bway goods from the 
eustoiil-housr. I made use of the warrant to take 
as many as I wanted, and having selected six, left 
the muleteer to go on with the rkmainder^ and the 
horse which had carried me. 1 now returned to 
my young companion with the mules tied together 
behind me after the fashioii of ah English horse- 
dealer. 

Having despatched the flechera down the river 

i4gain (aij I intended returning to Atigostura by tUe 

>iver Oronoeo) I got the inules loaded, and pro* 

i ceeded ovbr one df the worst roads in the world 

j to a pretty village] caiied Guadinas. This, I wai^ 

ihformed; had. in happier times h^hn resorted to by 

V '^ the inhdbitants of Santa-Fe aii a w^tering-place^^ 

whiere they found a pleasant retreat from tHfeit* 

niercantile dr other occilpktioils, and the poi^erfal 

heal of the city. Here I stopped to tak^ somd 

refreshment, and to get a fresh supply of mtiles, of 

which there ^ere plenty. \ I then hastened on to 

another town, the name of which has escaped my 

i^ecbllectiony taking with nie a peon^ br gidde, to 

conduct me by ttie safest track over thb stu- 
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pendous ridge of mountains. In crossing these, I 
found the narrow zigzag paths so slippery^ that 
the poor mules^ though proverbially sure-footed, 
could hardly retain/ their standing/ and every step \ 
they took threatened to precipitate them and | 
their burthens down the pet^endiciilar precipice, 1 
on the edge of which they were' paciib^l At length ', 
one of the baggage mules, in (consequence of being , 
very injudiciously beaten by the'' peon to accele- 
rate her pace, fell over, and the poor animal 
was, with the load she carried, literally dashed In 
pieces.; 

This accident made us more cautious,' and 
we slackened our pace, by which we arriveclih 
safety at a small village where fresh mules were' 
obtained, and then(went-on to the capita!, 'distant , 
about eight leagues, over a fine smooth' sandy 
plain, although so covered with the waters, which ' 
had not yet subsided^ as to f6rm one ientire expari-* 
sive blue sheet. Arriving within sight of the city, I 
saw a part of the Indepferident army marching, or 
rather wading, towards it by another direction 
on which I rode forward to inquire if his excel- 
lency Bolivar was there, and was told th^t he had 
been in the city about ten hours. I therefore 
spurred on, anxious to complete the object of 
my fatiguing expedition.^ 

The city of Santa-Fe de Bogota^ when approached 
from the plains, presents a very splendid and ro- 
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mantic sight. It is built on the top of a table-land^ 
at the height of about nine thousand teet above the 
level of the sea^'. and beyond it are several moan- 
I tains ri^ng in a semicircular form^ at least one 
I thousand feet higher^ on which several convents 
are seen to raise their aspiring heads. It apparently 
occupies a large extent of ground^ and this circum- 
stance tends to render it healthier than the more 
confined cities of New Grenada. Its extreme height, 
and the natural beauties by which it is surrounded, 
conspire to form a scene but seldom equalled in 
landscape. On dismounting from my mule to find 
out the abode in which Bolivar had taken up his 
quarters, I found that a little exertion almost im- 
peded my breathing, and I was obliged suddenly 
to stop several times. This proceeded from the 
; rarefaction of the atmosphere, produced by the 
height at which the city is erected, and which 
!; causes the same sensation to persons unaccus- 
rtomed to it, as that whicli I had experienced on 
crossing the branch of the Cordillera. Here are 
"two winters and two summers, each lasting three 
imonths, and thus the year is regularly divided : 
fMarch, April, and May, compose the first winter; 
fSeptember, October, and November, the second. 
vThe bells at the difierent cathedrals were ringing 
;'a merry peal to the welcome of the ^^ Liber tador,'* 
• accompanied by occasional discharges of mus- 
ketry and artillery. Having reached the door of 

VOL. I. R 
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the goiwrimi^nt lM>ii6i^.iagijii ^^R.tecqied^J^fwqr 

whiQh is decided' |6y tbd^ t/to9»iDg, Upi.ftfi^k^i.flftt > 

party beipg fow#4,:tbfe gnteg(tm8tskbfi^»lto^,|p!g^ 
the ^€i< whipk nvaH fall iipp^rm0$4. .ICjth^gfiiapy 

right, ftbeyiBfli«t;af)?i|rt^fB'Ai»»^r,/?C i*B?iiI»9P 
the lmeokle«:<)f .lj>e ki«efa witfej^.{/5n»%U,,j|iffl^;Cftt 
for the purpps^i and if they b^pppa t9,.t)(e,)yrp{igi^ 

they ^ndiire ^ ^iwiter iQAi^tiw ffo^ t^:Qi^,4^\^ 
"ffajrottgh thisrgang I weded ap thp ^ps» whftRftJ 
BMf, ik priw^f who fiapor^iUpHiJb^ fl^roaRdffd «0&I?»»- ^ 
jno^ssi which J dediaed tplUQg/hi«w and )tl%e%jW§Ht(* 
on tfl,R,toijg gallery »pp?opriat(^.a^,a;n§P(^r/p/»<^\ 
tQ.the..u^e of liie officers conipp^ipg BoUv^*^. S^l^f . ^ 
Here, were ^evefal officers p^ra^iqgj^piciiid 49>fi^/ 
in qp^yer^^tioQ, ^an^ afno^g thiem, to my^.d^lig^i 
and fi^rpri^e, I ^s^w my old companipii.in difficu4^ypj 
Captain lkffU[dya. We were mutually, pleasi^d;; ^u^l 
after our coitgratulatipus were oyer, at tbus,q()^;|t|- '. 
ing Sftffi.$pd well^rl r€|q^estpd him to infoqii.^ j 
hpwjoould gpttp the president; whpp he«CiPQ-^ 
di^cted i»e to the room where he was^^ . ,,. * 

/At the door of the £^partment^ whiqh &t9Q4.|>%tlF' 
open, wpre twp Eijgjish soldiers^ whp,werp,^l^(^jj 
there jta s^ptinels, to prey^iit any ^^seafiQ^%feJe 
intefniipt]@& upon his ex;epUenoy}, and C^f^#ip 
Mardy!9 h^viag retired^ I desired one o|*.thew,tP 
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vannotincd to Bolivar tfiearrivial of a Bfitii^ oflHk)*r 
fwith detepatditei'frOM^Ihe Velieaiielan* Congress. 
^He'did'so, and'yetutned'wittianwaerfi* inyidv- 
iiiiied?ate*feEltraiic?e* i weni ittia 4ie^ room, wWch' Was 
Slarge, butdirty,awd ScahtfljrpwvidiecJ wiai-fwiiitut-^. 
At the further end sat Colonel ^S^^jy, thefl one 
,bf his cicellettc/s secretaries, on ^e ground, with 
a ^all Writing-desk in hii kj), writing d^^tehes 
of a militiary natnre/ at the dictation of BolivaiV 
/who,' at th6 other end of the room, was -sitting on 
i the edge of a Urge South American cot slung from 
the cfeiling# "Toa^oidtheino^nverience^ftheheat,^ 

! Wwai qUtt* ttaenemhbei'ed With al)patel' of* <Jot^y- 

iitig of aAy des^riptloui' aiil was syringing' ttai*)itf 

:i^oTdhtty by mfestas of k Odqhita rope, attached 'to 

. a hbok 'drireti iiitb the' opposife WaH for the ' pur- 

: pos4. * 'ThiriS eutiou% si*tuat^d, he alternately dic- 

I tated to (y'Jjeai^ and whistled 4 French i^pnblic^ii 

I tune, to which he beat thnely knocking his ^Rf^t 

laterally. Seeing him sb ' circumstahced arid em- 

•ployed, Iw^s kbout to ri^tire, imagirimg ibat the 

'soldier had inistakeii the order giv^n him; when 

his e^cceHency called to me in very good £hgf}sh 

[to enter, and' desired me to be seated^ if I^could 

'. fihd any thing to sit upon, which was not an ^ai^y 

iriatter;' but' looki^ round the rootri, I 'espied an 

old poHfcanteiatf, upon whicih I liat-tttthe wai^dis* 

engfagMl '*He immediately desired one 6f thesoU 

ditfrs to proeuri me some coffee and dg^; and 

R 2 
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lile he was gpnp for them^ asjced ray name, 
iintry, ^nd rapk in, the ij^triot service. .1 stated 



while 
country 

thera to hii^, and he desired to ^now if 1 was not 
the person he l)a4 heard Captain Mawrayn^ spe&k bf^ 
as commander of the vessel ip which! the latter had\ 
arrived ^t M^garita. I replied in tlie affitoative, 
when ^ be instantly sprang from th^'^cot and pro- 
ceeded to emj^race n? e, according to the custom of 
the cpuntry, by enclosing me in his arms and kissing 
my cheek. Such a proof of rqg^rd not being very 
congenial with my feelings, more particularly^ when 
offered by a person iiij a tota| state of nucUty, 1 de- 
clined it in no very geqtle manijier ; upon whicb he | 
looked as if somewhat displeased, antf tiittiedj 
towards his secretary with' evident mark's or'asto-j 
nishment Tbe cobnel, who entered into lii^'re^l- \ 
ings'at once, represented to him. that such a custom \ 
was foreign to his countrymen^ and hoped, thfere-» 
fore, that he would pardon the ungentle ^epiifse I 
had given, him. EUs jexcellency pmiled, and ex- 
tended to me his hand, with an air of the warmest 
cordiality, which mark oi condescension 1^' re- 
speictfuliy. acknowledged, and he returned to his 
cot ip finUh the^ despatches^ while t smbke(i a 

. ^Wl^?n,tliey^iyiere,com^^ he sjgni|i^d to ^the 
cploael his wish to be left alone with, me, ana upon ; 
his. exif ^reqii^stea me to hs^pd my nape^s to mm. \ 
He politely apologised for reading |;hem^ inrmy 
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pr&sencip, and Having perused them, observed/ 
r ^ From the nature of th^sb despatches t find that 
J ain given m for lost by the people of Venezuela ; 
but I 7?^ye etfecl^all^ compteted the conquest of 
ibveiy Mpvmce of N^ Grenada, ppd this is 
iinajnlv to pe^^ attributed -to ihe tbrav6 Britii^h troops 
jfurnished by Major iB^^litfsli, who, if He had lived, 
should^ have been piy dearest friend, an<J also to 
those who| were under my command previonsly ; 
all, of .whom, lecl'by my gallant friend Colonel 
R<{>oke^ now unfortunately deceased, and smce by. 



my rvajued friend Colonel Ma.ckif4pisii, ^aveper- 
!9Wfid prociigje^ : ,! 

,, ,K[is\ excellency iljae^ put numerous questions to 
m^ eoncerping the government of Gehe,ral Ansmen- 
dez, and .the f^r&tcainpaign of the British legion. 
1 gay,e jull tha information t coutd on the latter 
subject, but said little on, the former, as the short 
time 1 had been at Angostura during the vice- 
presidency of the general, had not enabled me to 
acquire the intelligence his excellency needed. 
He tjien did me the honour to turn his inquiries 
towards myself, and the inanner in which I had 
been employed since I entered the' Iflepublican 
service. I informed him ; and he expressed him- 
self much hurt at the treatment t had experienced 
froi;n Admiral Brion, and alarmed lest it should 
disgust the Britisli officers collectively. He then 
said, ^^ I dine in an hour hence,* and shall ex- 
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retired to pr^ai^ injr^e)^ aiid.pMB«d, ib^fip^ 
terval ki a atrott wi& the Polob^J^ swhog^i^m^ 

fMihe «{>poN^€(d liqae wa r^pairedito ^ bftp^ 
qufft €h«|fiib?r> vcliiiph W9^ a long oQjrridor in.. ^9 
goTaroin^iKl I)ouse> in the ceotrs. of whif)!) etqod, « ) 
large obloQg tabl(9> cpmposed gf BQWke fr^shi h^wn t 
plfiidc3 mdely put tog^or,,&uppoiited by, tre3«ieU^ : 
and.wiibdat ftny cftvering. Round it.weie ar- i 
ratged heiiahea of thet pame construotion ^d pa*- [ 
tQrial3> Th0.di«h!S9 wQriQ more subifta^Ual thiw I 
delicate, and not the worae jqUi ihj^t 9AQ<>uilti)(ft9d 1 
the w^lqcmi€i giv^n^flS; bj hi^ ei^eeUcjficj .wa# «pr- 1 
tainly Qf- thf mpst; fls^teriqg audr.cof^l iMitug^ 
He did mpftii^ honour of placing .wq n^j^r him>JgH^ili 
frequently addr^ias^d hinit^li^ tq n;te durii^ th^re-t 
pa£ft He wjas u^renutting in lus leffort^ to ^ vifK^P h^s^ 
gratitude toaU thosfl who had/Vpl^eerefd ja thQ 
causQ of his country^' Th0 dishes re«apv.€fd>> A 
general bricKiK)*. was tordered by bi& exQellQnQjjr to 
the unit^ Icingdont of Grei^ Britain lu^ It^od ; 
anotbiH* to its ^tmif^ andtom^ to its navy, (l TQiitmrf^ \ 
toinqnim how many of tiiQ poojr feilo^ate^ci^i^qoi.l 
by B^ispiisb were iAkm MviBg;.^nd heinffi^noo^ 

* A bumper drank by every person at the tafcle to any 
thing proposed by the founder of ^le fbast, who Ib^' d^MMkin 
ha9 theprivile^ of ordering as many of thei»i«nd, in as raf^d 
succession, as he pleases. 



.1. • . i » 



mei^ of ^e tbt^e iMMidre^inkitiiiBt^ «lin ln^My 
we^e Femaifttng'^ aiid'i»oili0 t)()ith^i3e ifi^e tlfeaUeni, 
ekker by iv^oandgyor by IbB'rtttclg'eeiMElde Mpon ihtit 
'constituAioiid by fbe fi^^Hy of the cAiniate igynd 
1 thdr sdlbriiigs-irbilB'Oti (jbefil* long iii«lr0te^>w Meh 
1 oti moiA ot^OGlskHid ^d more towftf ds tbittfiStig ih^ 
Qritish ' ranks than the swordi^ of/ -the Spattiardsw^ 
H^ ntentiotied his ibtetitlon of pemioAing' *tile ear- 
vitbrs^ with siome^ ottief' En^lisblmeD Irho had 
setv^ in the same eatnpai^n^ aa soon ail'^befoiikh 
of the Republic would penoit such8i^^3«^td^' M« 
tli^li; with' his Usual itowihg' eloqueiftce; Tose '4nd 
coioplibeifted Colonel "Mardyn and ^ myself on the^ 
conduct we , bad purstted during the taeeitng,^ and 
eiid^d by expressing him^lf highly gratified by 
haying the bpportuiilty cHTpersOtttilly g<Tiftg *ie his 
tbanM. ^e also Jfre'^erited me wife the *^ Ord*r of 
j Libertador/' th^ highest military ordier df thi'coUn^ 
I try^whidb liad been prtviously g^lven to my fVtond 
Mardyn^ wiih the raidc of colonel; ^ As an earnest 
(as his exbelleney expressed it) of more snbstantial 
rewlttidhs/ and as a testimony of his oiwn esteem^ he 
/(ikewide bciggad to investtne^witb tbe ^^ Order of 
BoliTa'r>^'' which was originally created by himself^ 
afrni nsuaily bestowed apon those who bad dis- 
tinguished themselves under his own immediate 
command* To conclude^ he pr^mised^ at my re- 
quest, a 'commission for young D'Aquila^ {md ait 
asyhuu for his unhappy family. 



w i 
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/ 

The wine oow'<Aewrra|iidly romid ki biiez^\ 
to . Bttuy: Repubyeoti ^ toafite^t > afid ^ afibr,Hsewec«il* 1 
had. been dnuik^ his eflmelteiu^ roMfAOffrofOse j 
the ^^ Meotovyi t(A. Ud bdboivod .Boake^^wi^iMh ; 
waa drunk .wifli /efVOTyipocdlblkrJHwk'/tilMri^padt I 
that cookl 'be > showily fifwb^^iiionq^ 
ing, and pFeservu^ the^striotest 8iltoee<' l}he| 
'' Maoory of Migor Blia|ik«h " fottowed^ >with the \ 
sameobfliervaiice. After aiCNne iime the party^vihicli \ 
waa munerous^ grew rather ooisy and, elated^ iMid ! 
the conversation turned geaeraUy to the .sul^^t 
of gallantry, which in Ckilombia is but tm (niadb f 
encouraged, and^ excepting iniarigiie& • of: > Mther 
kinds, holds the most undisturibed >]^ce ^ib.tibei^ 
thottgjits pf both seixes; Erepy ittdivad«ali(|ibd| 
was ft native^ . from the preaidesVaild his himmk ^ 
friend and adviser General • Sautanderyia tibe , 
youngest officer in th^ ' staffs, vied witii > jSftch 
other in disfdefying their varmus aol respective i 
acfaie vements in this aray .; . afud if. their a^seriionsf 
oauld ' be creditedy there ' toald ^ have . faesan few \ 
ladies df note / inr i either • viebi-TDyidty. mho hasif o t \ 
yieidedto the< ^fiuscius^iugipowerai «f-ttiesfi metehaiM i 
in tiie service of Cttpidt ^Bc4ivary.wiio'hadibeQbnie ; 
affected by his copious libations, launched out in a 
strain of xjonversfttioB'^riy remarkabte for ^* ob- 
scenity ; bis manners now became coarse and!^6is- 
tarouiBjt: aqdf when the time, arrived for. tbf vc^^* 
ing up of the party, which was about twelve o'oltok^ 
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file arose to gplve f* the hiudii of the twa vice-royal- 
ties ^of'Spaiin^ Venezuela and Nev^ Gte^da, under 
one'gwf rnftieiit f afidUheh dasUed luB^glasg on the 
tAMe ipirith^ail'(lie^Ti<dto4e he was eaf^dble of^ ami 
Ibis ex:afti|de4bQiflg^Ilow^ by all tfaensriive mem- 
i ben c^ tbe^^pafty^' tke :f^^ Were fltikig in all 

ditdctioas^out^tte nmn aii^ thick as faaiLjf^ 

Thf^ ee^moony perfbrmedVeacb person repaired 
to his quarters ; and b^ng' still suffering under the 
effecds kA' my late joarney^ I eagerly returned to 
xxkmdy kncrv^ing how soon I must proeeed back, 
ss'ii' badi feceived 6rders to attend the prdiident 
on die; foUmfini^-mommg' early for his repifee. 
I Hstiredy ^r^diy not without sotoie feelings of 
ditopj^OMtmifcittii, aai reg^ardedlHs dxccilleocy^. which 
vrere ho doubt oceieuaoned> by 'the» gb^ifing repM* 
sentatklns^iL had' been aeoastomed to hear made 
rfespectitog hiai ^ by . \m friends sin Vencauek^ By 
them* every ietioa of his life^.hpiveTto ttivial-^fais 
manaersyperson, cobv«rsatioii^ and all thathe ever 
didofisaid, irare sdii^ly coloured^ thai I natiirally 
ewpeoted -t^^^ meet > witb^som^thing^ very ^ far abdve 
Msdidonty.^ ;Ais8uranoee bad ind^ad been gitea me 
byiArifltaifindese^.thai I $hiiuld>£pdi them too poirer^ 

m 4^1 the presence of ladies^ who do not retire frpm the table 
in England, and it not unfrequently happens that their fair 

fttite di-fe itrlzeS'hj the Shattered pieces of ftnt Hurled by the 

ndiidf oed bMd of mtofticAtioiK . . . « . 
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fully, 4^wtjw;^iWlwi»ili^»w.Ww,,b^ } MM 

a§cri^4 to ibfi pwiM(iiow.whiflb#fflW(i «4;;piF?f((W?e(}t 
to A lif^ pf bdrd$]|i(^iand juiyation iwd lii»ip|i^^y. 
is jtpt 1» injbihft ^^iwt.itbe jelegAiioiea pf «fi|»y 
ti^^s. .^Iq p^Taoi|,:tlie cur9flidetii,i;9,9batitj^y^.,ftQt 
seyep ioiokesiaJbuejgbt s^batk^ei body «iid its Bi^pmt\ 
dages arq.$o(|UpxopQrtiooed,it)i»tja«t^9d.cl* GojQ- 
manding respect^ he would perhaps^ if isieeD iA the 
common spJuere of doraestie life^ more naturally 
excite risibility. His head is exceedingly large, 
with a .profosipn of coarse curliog very dark hair ; 
and his.features> whiob are rough and manly^ were 
thejQ greatly . obs^uved by a saperabnndance of 
whiskers. His eyes arer full and dark^ and when 
directed straight forward piercing ; but tiiey are 
more . frequently employed in sidelong glaoices 
at the persons he is €>onver^i^ wilh^ or those be 
is surrounded by^ and be seldom looks dire^ctly at 
even inanimate objects^ turning his head on one 
side like a hare^ From his shoidders to his 
waist his frame is in good proportion to his height^ 
butims legs are excessively thin^ and shapeless^ ^ 
and his hips narrow ; and the inequality of the I 
former to the support of his body is upcm most 
occasions made the more conspicuous by his 
wearing very tight scarlet pantaloons^ profusely 
decorated with gold lace^ and large dragoon boots^ 
which are scarcely half fiUedy^ His conversation 
too was not equal to what I had been prepared to 
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expUci ; aiid'hte condescfetisidn Iil'remliHiig'li'rihstKf 
the ^tffiiot^t tthd applkiider at tibscet^' jesb, Wsi^ 
incdd^isteiit inth the idea I had tbmied cif'his' 
ch^tucter. Upon the wholfe, therefore, the' im- 
pression made upon me by my first mirodnction td 
this distingiiilihed hidividual ivm attended Wifii' 
very considerable' feelings of diaappoititnient. 
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NEW WORKS 

PUBLISHED BY HUNT AND CLARKE, 

YORK STSEET, COV£NT GARDEN. 



Justfmblished, in Svo, price SOs. boards, the first Two ofFmtr Voluntes of 

THE LIFE OF NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 

By WILLIAM HAZLITT. 

" They who would desire to see what an original thinker and a powerful 
writer has to say about the Man of the last age, will not rise from the perusal of 
the work disappointed. It contains many nervous and vigorous pieces of writ- 
lug/ which scarcely any man but Mr. HazUtt could have written : we find 
^ many shrewd remarks on the grand subjects of human nature, and some ani- 
mated specimens of reasoning ; while the whole has the advantage of being- that 
kind of view of the character of Napoleon which an Englishman was notlikely 
to tske"— Atlas. 

" In the perusal of this work our readers, we think, will discover abundant 
proofs of the author's intellectual and imaginative powers, of his honesty, aiid 
straightforwardness of purpose, of the peculiarities of some of his social and 
political opinions, of the generous vnirmth of his feelings, and of the richness 
and illufltratiTe vigour of his sty W — Scots Times. 

'* There is not* that we can discover, a sentence militating against the cause' 
of liberty, £x any tendency improperly to exalt the subject of the work. ***** 
The style is ardent, energetic, and manly ; and that brilliant imagery which 
glows 10 profusely in his other writings is here introduced but sparingly, as 
being tittle coDgenial to the majestv of Mstory. * * • The portion of the work 
which nlates to the B4)voltttion is rail of ii^terest, and may be read wi(h profit 
by most persons. It abounds with splendid passages and fine accurate delinea- 
tioDs of character." — London Weekly Review. 

" The volumes contain passages of great power and beauty, joined to much 
gorgeoiuness of style." — Athewtvm. 

" He haa allowed no petty feeling or sordid calculation to mingle with, or 
unduly hasten a performance of various and important interest, and one, the 
admirable execution of which, as far as it ha9 advanced, and as we have been 
able to estimate it, will secure Mr. HazUtt a reputation which his fondest ad- 
mirers never dreamt of his attaining." — Literary Chronicle. 
■ " It is sufficient for us to observe that the work is full of vigorous thinking ; 
and at every page, directly or indirectly, the reader will find materials for 
sweet or bitten reflection* There is no insipidity iu Mr. H. He cowers before 
no difficulty — ^is deterred by no peril — and compromises none of his convic- 
tions." — Bionthly Magcaine* 

In 3 vols, post Qvo. 3U, 6d. in boards, 

PENELOPE; or, LOVES LABOUR LOST. 

By the Author of Trucklbborough Hall. 

" We are not in the habit Of noticing novels, which for the most part are 
' bom but to die ;' when, however, a production under this unassuniing name 
shows powers of thinking and sagacity of perception, it deserves to.be severed 
from the ranks, and recommended to particular attention. * * * The book is 
very clever, and will well repay the. time spent in ^ts penual." — Times. 
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ThUiikDoiel DTgmlilD^'twcunsrWwrit. i 'i • ThtM eiUacta will 

ip[B air 

lb* uai 



ii an eianpla oC Ihe wtj in wliicb the troik i* written ; but liiry 

>□ idea of lb* HkUMMedt 10 bs (tomMl ' fton ill' W« b tntath adviK our 

ifl ftatiuiria hu mvwrufl with ffwlinci of no muLI 1 



" We jbllawthe nntlior in hU ivcipw wichfecliagi o( m> Koall utufkctioo. 
Penelope ia in bet > iort'or lUtiGcktioA At' fitdJnu; locietj, bloUed u it i> 
wicli pride, wnrpad with •elfiiboen, fnd ^omjited by hjgoayfj lod pwlifx." — 
Atlsi. " '" ■. I ,- , . 

"TttBODT*! ba^era mE) munie theteiy belt t}iMb»e KppeaTad foe tbelut 
few yean. The ponniu of Fenetope'a ' uncle, of the Mt\Mr'6t TSiveldai, of 
Colonel Crop, tsd % Oeoig« Almwtll, » ^paltiog buonet and poechec-killiag 
■nkgiitnte. uve not bees excelled eyeii bj the p^Dcil oFFieJduig, Vf a bate 
no doubt diu thii Tery ■dmirable novel will obuin cooHileiabU i>D|iu[aii^ ; 
MBd apopoleritjr of die belt kind, as it will be dehred from ttie futing pleawra 
with whichwDtkioffictkniue read, when tbey piewnt close diavp'i^clivea ff 
luuBao lih uid chancier." — At/imatmt. 

"The aotluiT'i obeerratioiu langs nei ai 
Nnariu—AaK urioiu, half jocose — compdieg 
CUsij tnccenfal in eipom^ ehillow pieteni 
of bia inbject, aod eigo;> (be pla; of hia own 1 

'* The dietaerit of die Mtbor liea not oolj 
eipoaea &e abanrditj and beaftleonea* of aodi 
ing Mtbe which ii oftea b> be difcorered nndi 
leogenble obaemttiiTns. In short, we haveve 
hid down with the pifhofk mazimut and the : 

Jtut fuUiAti, n 1 tut. port 8h. jitIh 9i. hoaris, didlcbltdte (lis Utttbtti'f^t' 
Pliilhanaenie Socitty, ,^ ,, ^^^^^ 

ASUMMEB'S RAMBLE MBonf the MUisiCKAN0'0E«BR- 
HANY } giring aoneacoout of tbe Openr of Udaiehi VteiA^- ERMM, 
BM'lin.&c. With BcDiilu opmi the Chairii UotiGithB ahgatiii ' P e Haa l i l U t, 
MidCaqpoaan; the Ootiof^dsOT Enwnwnti, ahd Snthn olflMHtt'WtCW 
Coontiy. By a MUSICAL PROFESSOR. . ■ - t 

" 1( u an ospaiwiB tMk to leMHl a man of jMty IkUlngat ylia»B"et^)ttibt 
acquiieneat* bare jiilic bben ibe iiMiBBient of CDDMyiagM 111 very aoftsMeMfih 
gratificttkn."—^'^^ ■■'"'<-''"■-' 

"ItisawotkthatTeqmreanD mitiGim bat cewawMuSon. ' l« tMi)V>ftialt, 
oabraa we ceold ditcorer, is, that it baa M end. WewMiIt wWd'to Wtt 
volnmei. Ferhap* the ideaa of nnac, and the iwvH aasoctatM if MUHW^ 
in our mind, ma; bare mltda *i blisd ; bat we baveabaohmly nOt MMMBtil 
frown to bestow upon the ablhbr." — ■Lnulm W»Mf HanmJ ''' '<'••■""'> viaia 

" This work ia penned in the UTelieatmB, The wtftetj a rttofljlwa^wa 
iritbatore of bia aabject, lad pciwiiiiriL' » rainril laaWi makea^ifkridoii'te- 
MaikiwUbareliahingeaineataasa."— IVieUy Ilimah^ ' '" ^■^r.- -^ iesu 

" The mI^ which Ibis writer bascbaacD, U in bit b«lrt, aaA ^OtbrHoiB 
hie ata; navei fli^v. • * * ■ On tbe whole, wn nmit say, that we ba«t taot 
Tend a boob that baa gi*«B'«* BO macb pfcaaon fbrniety bii^ tant'>''-~Lc)u(M 
Magatbu, 

" TUa WMfc may be read tot amnaement and instmctliM both by dte' srtiat ' 
and >«»laiir. The Tienna visit ia pecaUar^ iM*T*ttlngi"^^-#iN Mili^Iy 
Jfagantu* 

■• Thia EamUe, 01 ntbw Fot-ponni, i* tMni mi ta aM, asd»w<l fe«IW*e 
will be found bj every one wbo reeda if to hiie but ene bait; tbiicaMM ei- 
tendtogliratlewtaMOirieof *<dnmea."— Ami Ttmit. 
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. , , NJBW BiaGJl APHICAI. DICTIONARY. 
In S Mil. 9tw. wiat«<iiiif SlfiO fn^ ^elm print, r»iM M<. m bomb, 

A GEKreiUXl /.tilOGRAfHj^Xi.' DICTIONARY. 

'■■■"' ■•■■',.,;..., j&yydto-c6BT0N. ■;;;', • . ; ' 

*' He lias displayed muen jadgment in bis important labour of coDdensation ; 
and as .^e^ pjiblic axe . jkrewff)t«d vi^tl^ two well^jpniited valviifee«» ojT nearly a 
tbous^d p9g«B eacbf cjT asi^usement an4 infprmatiQn, ata.i!:erj low price, me 
tbink (b(^ l^ook will be p» i^idely. f^ircuh^ted as it deaecyea <p be."-— Z^ph^m 
Magazme, , . •,. ..... 

" Tbis 18 a work of very uncommon, m^t indeed, in tbe department to 
wbicb it belon^^f,^ Jns);(3ad oCa mer^ compUationi ae 'flocb publiQa|ione ^fae- 
rally are, we'lij^ye berjs a productipn of original, and oCten T«ry- nustei^ljiUi^iaiijr* 
Tbe wbole is conceived in a spirit of moderat^^ and good flense^ exactly: (mol^ 
as^ wjB like ,tp fee;svstaini^e tbe equanimity .a^d impartiality oi bistoiiis iiarra- 
tive^^ tJpon tbe wbole« we do^iot V^w any worlf: c^ the same ooiB|>asawl^k. 
is entitle^ tp comj^ete witb tbat befojre jf^p fw & Pififul. andiintidlig^t c^iapen- 
dlumof biography. •n^£(Zin6ur^A5(ar. ^ : > 

*' Ambijig tbe miuiy cbeap and i;sef^ publications nosv IseDinglrqm tbejpiess, 
V(e bave scarcely seen one :wbicb unites so many excellenaea.as tbis ^o^m* 
pbiical b^ctionary/ ^Jx exMbits a ^ne opecimQn q( typqgtf4;ihy> and >.ba« « merit 
wbicj^ 'bl^lpngs to a very lew Ipw-pric^ ||forkp« ,Tbe e4it^».wbois CR^ideQiLy- 
a perSpon onearning and talent, bas taken many astit^es ^nx tbooka; iiot<ii> 
general circulation, translated or abridged otbers from foreign dictionaries or 
joun^ i, fMDt^ ^hat is stUlsb^taSy M ha«i«£iis«d into the whole a degree of 
taste and spirit wbicb we should look fox i^ vaip jfk seme biographical compila- 
tions of much greater cost and pretensions.'' — Scotsman, 

/'.lir.'Brcm^^ lteekfiieeBi4aiii»i^«eetiiBt'iimflydr the cheap publications 
wm^mHi of.fNi iu»fulia,ebMactes as'aKghti>e mUbibd* Th» present work, bow. 
^09^ cjpijPDibinQa .utility Aod aftusement ; • Dud' if ex^evted throughout •in tb^ 
npin^l^f . Ibe M> number, vill be a gi^t M(](uiaition to the maaa* of •Maden;"' 
— Homing Chronicle, ,..,.«. 

. 'vXtiaconmiled pith inAmtfy and jodgmoot, -vrbale the exeeutkoa^ of the 
work in if^gant- to .pa{M)ir»v print, .&c« i%9iiipb aa would do ci«dit 10 tbe -mevt 
costly publications. — Globe and Traveller^ ►....; 

I " Anatb^ t)e4iitilal specimwi of cheap printing » ippUed lo case of. tbe most 
uaefi^ of idl tbe pwrpqws whkb prioliiig ean fulfil-*^ history of jtbe wise, and 
great, wd tba good^f pee^ «gei« > We aeedl not lecomiiraiid it, for it is morally 
ceitaaii o| due fineomwgemeiit from that great class of leadeieto wbose pecu- 
niary means it hh» beeii chitHy adaptofl j i^hiist its treasaies of informatioA 
•M mr, al|D9n4ili9nf,.tme«» and oiB>meiittHW&s>?^*-*»Afiww ^Ziterature. 

•*. Trtm tbP^pMimAna beliwe os, we mwt •^w tbe workrto'be* f^floiiraJhFy 
penned — aikl wholly untainted by the ticei ef ptfriy^ wbicb too generally p^- 
vade wmimgft ef^tbis description. We b%Te in its ' all-embracing leaves' tbe 
' ,vevy mao9w' of biography.^ As to typogitiphic eieeutioB, it is equal to tbe 
moat expeosUe hooka of- tbe > day. Tbia work mvst prore (^ inealculalble ser- 
Yice to Uie grand effort of general improvement.*' — Sundayi Monitor, 

" Tba pnblislied luimbens ef this wrark are most creditable to tbe editors, and 
oootaia some exquiMte specimens of luminous and concise writing. So inde- 
pendent is it of all party or sectarian fbeling, that there is not even an iduendo 
from which we ceuld suspect the religious or political cxeed of the writers." — 
EdimburghOffterofif* 
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'* The present woik seems to be executed with spirit and talent ; it is not, 
as many such works are, a servile compilation from the labours of others. The 
biographical sketches are original, and condensed with great neatness ; they are 
generally seasoned with a due portion of the writer's own remarks, which are 
generally liberal and jost. tn short, we have ' no di£Scuky in recommending 
the work as a most useful repository of general information, brought together 
with research, and arranged with 8kill."~-CaMmt<in Mercury, 

'* It is small praise to say that this dictionary supersedes all the prior com- 
pilations of the lund ; but we have consulted a multitude of articles, and have 
been surprised at the accuracy, TersatiUty, and intelligence which they exhibit. 
We must not omit to remark an important recommendation in a bulky book of 
reference — its cheapneas. Though far more copious, and carried down to a 
much later period, we believe the work does not exceed the 'price of the im- 
perfect repertories of biographies/'-^i^rloj. 

" Mr. Gorton's publication is altogether one of great excellence, calculated 
to be useful to a large number of students, and deserving extensive popularity. 
We may also mention, that it is sufficiently large to contain every thing neces- 
sary, but not too extensive for the ordinary purposes of study, filling, in this 
.respect, an open space in the fields of biographical literature.'' — AtheiKSUtn, ' 

** This dictionary is peculiariy valuable as a work of reference for the general 
reader, on account of information respecting prominent characters that have 
figured on the stage of life, being more its object than an alphabetical list of 
individual of various note and merit ; and upon this ground particularly, it has 
a claim to distinguished notice. Impartiali^ is ano&er recommendation, and 
as far as we have observed, this spirit is very creditably maintained throughout.' ' 
—^Ntw JUimtUy Magaxme, 

GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

LITERAL AND FREE TRANSLATION. 

In 1 vol* Sw» price lOs. in boards,'* 

SELECTIONS from the MOST ESTEEMED GERMAN 

AUTHORS. With a Double Translation for the use of Students on the Ha- 
mikonian System. The German and the two translations repeated separately 
for the purpose of exercising learners. 

" Here ample provision is made for every possible evolution of teaching and 
exeieise. We can safely reconunend the work to aU, but especially to young 
persons, who are desirous of acquiring this most useful and important lan- 
guage."— -London Weekly Review, 

*a* Large Allowance to Schools and Private Tutors. 

ITALIAN LANGUAGE. 
Noto ready, in 1 vol. Svo, price 14s. boards, 

SELECTIONS from ITALIAN PROSE WRITERS, com- 

mencing with the easiest sentences, and ascending to extracts from the most 
classical authors. With a DOUBLE TRANSLATION, for the use of Stu- 
dents on the Hamiltonian System. The Italian, and the two Translations, 
repeated separately, for the purpose of exercising Learners. c 

" Here tlie learner has a ready clue to the labyrinth of a liteml translation, 
whilst at the same time he cannot but mark the distinctions of the two lan« 
guages, and become more conversant with the peculiarities of the foreign 
tongue, by contrast, than if left alone to pick out with unnecessary toil each 
single woifd. • • • We earnestly recommend the work." — WeAly Times^ 
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS NOT 
RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON OR 
BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 
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